
Competition with wildlife and ESA objectivesCompetition with wildlife and ESA objectives

Purchase of lands or conservation Purchase of lands or conservation 
easements for wildlife habitateasements for wildlife habitateasements for wildlife habitateasements for wildlife habitat

P t ti l t t f i l l dP t ti l t t f i l l dProtecting large tracts of marginal landProtecting large tracts of marginal land
→forces urban growth onto productive →forces urban growth onto productive 

farmlandfarmland









PRESERVING HABITAT VS FARMLANDPRESERVING HABITAT VS FARMLANDPRESERVING HABITAT VS FARMLANDPRESERVING HABITAT VS FARMLAND

Does the prime farmland deserve that same Does the prime farmland deserve that same 
protections that vernal pools do?protections that vernal pools do?protections that vernal pools do?protections that vernal pools do?

Should we have comparable mitigations?Should we have comparable mitigations?Should we have comparable mitigations?Should we have comparable mitigations?



F id i ifi t ti f ildlifF id i ifi t ti f ildlifFarms provide a significant portion of wildlife Farms provide a significant portion of wildlife 
habitathabitat on both range land on both range land andand crop land.crop land.

M d thi i t ti llM d thi i t ti llMany do this intentionallyMany do this intentionally
--Utah State UniversityUtah State University

Agriculture can be an important wildlife Agriculture can be an important wildlife foodfood
b f d ft h t f thb f d ft h t f thsource before and after harvest as some of the source before and after harvest as some of the 

crop is often left behindcrop is often left behind



Crops remove large amounts Crops remove large amounts 
of carbon dioxide and of carbon dioxide and 

l it ithl it ithreplace it with oxygenreplace it with oxygen

About 520 million agricultural About 520 million agricultural gg
trees and grapevines grow in trees and grapevines grow in 

CaliforniaCalifornia





Factors that affect land use patterns:Factors that affect land use patterns:

Zoning Zoning -- General planGeneral plangg pp
Endangered speciesEndangered species

Population pressures and economyPopulation pressures and economyPopulation pressures and economyPopulation pressures and economy
Water and sewer linesWater and sewer lines

Industrial uses dumps sewer facilitiesIndustrial uses dumps sewer facilitiesIndustrial uses, dumps, sewer facilitiesIndustrial uses, dumps, sewer facilities
Large animal facilitiesLarge animal facilities
Existing residencesExisting residences

Conservation easementsConservation easements
Water available for irrigationWater available for irrigation

Transportation corridorsTransportation corridorsTransportation corridorsTransportation corridors



Another driver of rapid growth and sprawl is Another driver of rapid growth and sprawl is p g pp g p
the tax structure which forces cities and the tax structure which forces cities and 
counties to approve projects to generatecounties to approve projects to generatecounties to approve projects to generate counties to approve projects to generate 

fees, sales taxes and property taxes.fees, sales taxes and property taxes.

Usually not in a city’s financial interest to Usually not in a city’s financial interest to 
preserve farmland or open space.preserve farmland or open space.

Neighboring cities actually compete for Neighboring cities actually compete for 
prime taxprime tax--generating propertygenerating propertyprime taxprime tax generating property.generating property.

EgEg: Livingston and Atwater: Livingston and AtwaterEgEg: Livingston and Atwater : Livingston and Atwater 



Modesto BeeModesto Bee
L l ffi i l l i i t t h i l f iL l ffi i l l i i t t h i l f iLocal officials complaining state housing rules unfairLocal officials complaining state housing rules unfair
November 25, 2002 November 25, 2002 

Each weekday, approximately 23,000 commuters living in Stanislaus Each weekday, approximately 23,000 commuters living in Stanislaus 
County crawl up the Altamont Pass on their way to jobs in the Bay County crawl up the Altamont Pass on their way to jobs in the Bay 
Area.Area.
It's no secret that the Northern San Joaquin Valley is the land of It's no secret that the Northern San Joaquin Valley is the land of 
affordable housing, as witnessed by the people who have flocked to affordable housing, as witnessed by the people who have flocked to 
San Joaquin and Stanislaus counties to buy homesSan Joaquin and Stanislaus counties to buy homesSan Joaquin and Stanislaus counties to buy homes. San Joaquin and Stanislaus counties to buy homes. 

But industry, not housing, brings in tax money and goodBut industry, not housing, brings in tax money and good--paying jobs, paying jobs, 
local officials saylocal officials saylocal officials say.local officials say.
Counties and cities across the state are required to plan for housing for Counties and cities across the state are required to plan for housing for 
all income levels based on numbers the state provides.all income levels based on numbers the state provides.
H l l it ffi i l th h i l t th t i l dH l l it ffi i l th h i l t th t i l dHowever, local city officials say the housing element they must include However, local city officials say the housing element they must include 
in the cities' general plan conflicts with their goals to correct the in the cities' general plan conflicts with their goals to correct the 
imbalance of jobs to housing.imbalance of jobs to housing.



Local control of land use policy has prevented CA Local control of land use policy has prevented CA p y pp y p
from having effective regional policies affecting from having effective regional policies affecting 
growth.growth.gg

Some regional cooperation on transportation Some regional cooperation on transportation gg
issues.issues.

SJV  “Blueprint” SJV  “Blueprint” 



Only in the larger urban areas are water issues Only in the larger urban areas are water issues 
dealt with on a regional scale.dealt with on a regional scale.gg

Ground water basins that supply multiple cities and Ground water basins that supply multiple cities and pp y ppp y p
counties are overcounties are over--drafteddrafted

Some ground water basins are adjudicatedSome ground water basins are adjudicated

All surface water supplies are fully committed or All surface water supplies are fully committed or 
over subscribedover subscribed





Dynamics of local politics does not necessarily Dynamics of local politics does not necessarily y p yy p y
reward very longreward very long--term initiativesterm initiatives

TermTerm--limits and constant turnlimits and constant turn--over rewards over rewards 
political partisanship and short term initiatives.  political partisanship and short term initiatives.  

Dealing with very longDealing with very long--term growth and water term growth and water 
issues is not inherent to a political system that is issues is not inherent to a political system that is 
geared to responding to emergencies.geared to responding to emergencies.



The loss of certain types of land resources must The loss of certain types of land resources must 
be mitigated per state and federal laws.be mitigated per state and federal laws.g pg p

Issue of whether the loss of farmland must be Issue of whether the loss of farmland must be 
mitigated not been resolved mitigated not been resolved –– legislature?  Courts?legislature?  Courts?



Local and national groups have been challenging Local and national groups have been challenging 
general plans and individual projectsgeneral plans and individual projectsgeneral plans and individual projectsgeneral plans and individual projects

2009 examples:2009 examples:2009 examples: 2009 examples: 
>Livingston GP sent back>Livingston GP sent back
>Inyo County GP “clarification” invalidated>Inyo County GP “clarification” invalidated>Inyo County GP clarification  invalidated>Inyo County GP clarification  invalidated
>Irvine recently paid $6.5M on one large >Irvine recently paid $6.5M on one large 
developmentdevelopmentdevelopmentdevelopment

Courts driving landCourts driving land use decisions?use decisions?Courts driving landCourts driving land--use decisions?use decisions?



Local ballot initiatives all over the state have had aLocal ballot initiatives all over the state have had aLocal ballot initiatives all over the state have had a Local ballot initiatives all over the state have had a 
profound effect on land use decisions in some profound effect on land use decisions in some 
citiescitiescities cities 
>Advisory votes for major projects>Advisory votes for major projects
>Advisory votes for sever extensions>Advisory votes for sever extensions>Advisory votes for sever extensions>Advisory votes for sever extensions

ModestoModesto Measure “A” in 1973?Measure “A” in 1973?Modesto Modesto –– Measure A  in 1973?Measure A  in 1973?
Stanislaus County Stanislaus County -- 20092009





Planning and Dev Report: cp-dr comPlanning and Dev. Report:  cp-dr.com

G t V ll C t t llGreat Valley Center:  greatvalley.org

Local Government Commission:  lgc.org

SJV Valley Blueprint:  Valleyblueprint.org

Central Valley Farmland Trust:  farmland.org

Maxwell’s:  cemerced.ucdavis.edu
“public policy”




