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Outline:

* Logic of utilization

e Key criteria

e Screening vendors and developers
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o Efficiency is very important P
— Speed and volume

Eg: 6” vs 10" diameter ——M—
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Post and Pole

 Low tech

e Low investment (~$750Kk)
e 10-20,000 tons/yr
 Need to treat poles
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Fiber-Plastic
Composites

Engineered lumber = ﬁ*
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— Pulp

— What do they pay?
— Feedstock specification?
— Opportunity to adapt to changing feedstock?

Infrastructure is difficult to bring back
...when itis gone it is gon
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e Small-medium markets (<60,000 ton/yr)
— Less risk
— Less controversial
— Socially acceptable
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technologies

 Even more “emerging technologies”
— Carry out due diligence
— Silver bullets do not exist
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What product or
process could
add value

?

Saw log $$$%
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e Pellets
e efc....

University of California
Agriculture and Natural Resources
Woody Biomass Utilization



e Do the economics work?
 |Is the process a net energy user?
e Permitting requirements?

* Do not rely on technology vendors for balanced
iInformation — carry out due diligence
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 What do they need from you?

« How many other communities have they
approached?
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— Supply of raw material
— Markets
— Finance

e Value your time
o Silver bullets do not exist

e Carry out due diligence on projects and
technologies
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