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* Plumas National Forest

o Sierra Pacific Industries

 Plumas Corporation

 Plumas Rural Services

« Sierra Institute for Community and Environment

o Sierra County Fire Safe & Watershed Council
 Plumas County Farm Advisor Department

* Northern California Society of American Foresters
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« Biomass utilization is an important component of
ecological restoration on public lands

 Plumas NF has removed an average 38,000 GT/yr

e Litigation is a problem

o Steep ground is a challenge

* Fire suppression is even more costly ($7000-8000/acre)
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* Private industrial owners treat 55% slopes (FS stops at
35%)

 Removing biomass is an investment ($) in the stand

e Thinning leads to increased tree growth (future $)

* Fire Safe Councils typical project - $1,000/acre to treat
vs $400/acre income
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 Urban wood needs to be blended with other fuels for
optimal combustion

* Fuel sourcing for standalone plants is challenging

e Cogeneration (CHP) makes most sense

e Sawing small logs leads to lots of waste (= hog fuel)

o EXisting markets offer the best and easiest opportunity
for biomass utilization
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 Heating systems for buildings is a proven technology

« Small scale electricity is expensive

» Gasification emerging but developing rapidly in
Europe/lndia/China

* Pyrolysis is emerging slowly as a potential source of
char (or similar) and bio-oll

 Liquid fuels (lignocellulosic ethanol etc) are an emerging
technology — 6yrs out
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Oll compaction can pe an Issue adepending on SOl
— Protect the forest floor
— Minimize skid trails

* Fuels reduction projects can be designed to have a neutral
or positive impact on interdependent wildlife communities
« Biomass powerplants are tightly monitored by AQMD

— PM 2.5 is a big issue
— Proactive and supportive local Air District
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soon — think about project ideas now

« USFS WBU Grant

— 2010 program results soon

— 2011 program announcement September 2010
 If you do not apply you will not receive funding

« Things change — keep checking for opportunities
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