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Drift Mitigation

• What is drift?
• Laws and regulations, policy
• Application methods 
• Drift cases
• Mitigation 



Drift Mitigation

ENF 2000-034, Pesticide Drift Incident Policy
Drift - the pesticide that moves through the air 

and is not deposited on the target area at 
the time of the application.



Drift Mitigation - Law

CFAC section 12972:  
The use of any pesticide by any person 

shall be in such a manner as to prevent 
substantial drift to nontarget areas. 



Drift Mitigation 

3CCR 6000 – Definition 
Substantial drift – the quantity of pesticide 
outside the target area is greater than 
which would have resulted had the 
applicator used due care.



Drift Mitigation 

ENF 2000-034, Pesticide Drift Incident Policy
Due care – the degree of care that a prudent and 
competent person engaged in the same line of 
business or endeavor would exercise under the 
same or similar circumstances. When the person 
does not exercise due care, the person is said to 
be negligent.



Drift Mitigation
Due Care?



Drift Mitigation – Incidents 



Drift Mitigation -Law

CFAC section 12973:  
The use of any pesticide shall not conflict with 

labeling registered pursuant to this chapter 
which is delivered with the pesticide or with any 
additional limitations applicable to the conditions 
of any permit issued by the director or 
commissioner.



Label Statements



Label Statements



Label Statements – Goal 2XL



Drift Mitigation – Sevin XLR PLUS



Drift Mitigation – Label
Sevin XLR PLUS



Drift Mitigation
Regulations

3CCR sec. 6600.  Gen. Standards of Care. 
Each person performing pest control shall:
(a) Use equipment which is in good repair and safe 

to operate
(b) Perform pest control in a careful and effective 

manner
(c) Methods and equipment suitable to insure proper 

application of pesticides
(d) Under climatic conditions suitable insure proper 

application
(e) Precautions to avoid contamination of the 

environment  



Drift Mitigation – 3CCR 6600
Equipment in Good Repair



Drift Mitigation -3CCR 6600
Careful and Effective, Climatic Conditions



Drift Mitigation – 3CCR 6600
Methods and Equipment Suitable…



Drift Mitigation 
Regulations

3CCR sec. 6614. Protection of Persons, 
Animals, and Property.

(a) An applicator prior to and while 
applying a pesticide shall evaluate all 
the equipment to be used, 
meteorological conditions, the property 
to be treated, and surrounding 
properties to determine to likelihood of 
harm or damage 



 Drift Mitigation 
Regulations 

3CCR sec. 6614 continued….
(b) Notwithstanding substantial would be prevented, 

no pesticide application shall be made or 
continued when:

(1) There is a reasonable possibility of contamination 
of the bodies or clothing of persons not involved 
in the application process;

(2) There is a reasonable possibility of damage to 
non-target crops, animals, or other public or 
private property; or

(3) There is reasonable possibility of contamination 
of non-target public or private property, including 
the creation of a health hazard, preventing 
normal use of such property…       



Drift Mitigation – Regulations
Possibility of Contamination



Drift Mitigation – 3CCR 6614
Possibility of Damage



Drift Mitigation – 3CCR 6614
Possibility of Damage 



Application Methods



Application Methods



Application Methods



Application Methods



Application Methods



Drift Cases
(Incidents) 



Incidents



Incidents



Incident 



Diazinon 
drift onto a 
pruning 
crew
Drift Site

1= 0.11ppm

2=0.14ppm

3=0.24ppm

4=0.57ppm

5=3.40ppm

Appl’n Site

147.0ppm



Mitigation



Environmental Conditions



Aerial Equipment
Fixed-Winged 

Aircraft



Environmental Conditions



Equipment and Timing



Inversions





Is this a good practice?



Review

• What is drift?
• Laws (label), regulation, and policy
• Drift cases
• Methods of application
• Ways to mitigate drift



 Questions or Comments?
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