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[bookmark: _Toc378962604]Presentation Placer County  Air pollution control district (Bruce Springsteen, 20 minutes)
New black carbon protocol  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Air quality benefits of diverting woody fuel to bioenergy rather than burning in a pile are great. 
Along with CO2 and air particulate, black carbon is released during pile and burn operations.  Black carbon emissions have not yet been quantified.
The idea about quantifying air emissions effects is that some entity may be willing to pay the difference in amount that it costs to move woody material from the field to a power plant. 
Update on biochar protocol
PC APCD is modifying biochar protocol. 
.3 tons of CO2 is displaced per bone dry ton of biomass not burned
[bookmark: _Toc378962623][bookmark: _Toc378962605]Agency Updates
Cal Fire
Sustainability
What is going on with the definition for SB1122?
Fire threat reduction
Mark Rosenburg says that the siting model has been pushed back 6 months.  It was going to be a web-based tool but will now be software.  A web-based version will be available in 1.5 years.
EPIC
Tri-annual investment plan
PUC
Comment to ruling with questions and Staff Proposals on SB1122 are due December 20.
Standing Subgroups, updates 
[bookmark: _Toc378962606]Governor’s Cap and Trade Letter (Kim)
Letter sent to Governor Brown to spend some of the Cap and Trade funds on direct projects for forest treatment. The letter asks for $375 million to treat 31,000 acres over 10 years. It suggested a 10-year proposal to invest in thinning, fuels reduction, biomass infrastructure and a $10/bdt suggested transportation subsidy.  We should know if it will be approved by the end of January.
[bookmark: _Toc378962607]Regulation and Policy Subgroup (Christa)
[bookmark: _Toc378962608]SB1122
The judge released a ruling with questions in November. Comments on those questions will be submitted by December 20, and replies to comments by January 16. Then the commission will consider those for a while.  Then there will be a final opportunity for comments.  After that they will go to their board, probably holding a hearing in May.  Things will be ramped up over the summer.  
[bookmark: _Toc378962609]Rule 21 
Rule 21 governs interconnection and is going through a preceding.  One of the things was relating to transfer trips, which is really costly.  There were a lot of concerns relating to that.  The CEC met and came up with solutions to that in partnership with Phoenix Energy and others.  They have come to a resolution that PG&E is interested in co-writing some comments on; comments will go to CEC.
[bookmark: _Toc378962610]Sustainability Update
No update
[bookmark: _Toc378962611]Thermal Work Group 
No update
[bookmark: _Toc378962612]Internal Structure
No update
[bookmark: _Toc378962613]Bioenergy Action Plan
A dozen state agencies are involved with implementing this.  They met quarterly and EPA is now the chair. There was a meeting in November focused on bioenergy. CBD, Pacific Forest Trust, SNC, CalFIRE and Forest Service all presented on issues. 
· CALFIRE focused on sustainability model and idea that ecosystems can’t support the current level of biomass
· Pacific Forest Trust focused on white paper and lack of prescriptive standards
· Center for Biological Diversity has an issue with carbon neutrality. CBD lawyers weren’t against what we were talking about; they just wanted us to think through all the eventualities.
· Forest Service?
· SNC?
[bookmark: _Toc378962614]Conference/Workshop
UC Workshops Review: Rick Satomi just joined the Berkeley Center for Forestry. Workshops in Merced, Chester and Eureka.  Field tours at Pheonix Energy, Collins Pine forest and cogen facility and tour of Blue Lake Rancharia h2 demonstration project, commercial thermal heating system and 12 MW power plant. 25 presenters, over 150 attendees.  Eureka workshop was streamed as a live webinar with about 20 remote attendees.  Presentations and video of presentation are available online.
· California Agriculture is publishing a special issue on biomass energy; they are currently accepting abstracts through January 15. Full submissions accepted by the end of March.
· John Shelley is retiring within the next year.  UCANR is looking to replace John and fill some gaps within UCANR. They need to seek support in having the position filled.  This group can make an effort to show the UCANR administration that this work has been valuable and should be continued.
[bookmark: _Toc378962615]Capacity and Existing Infrastructure
No update
[bookmark: _Toc378962616]SWET 
The process for accepting and considering applications is complete.  The team will discuss applications and hold an advisory vote. The recommendation will be announced to the BWG at meetings or via email for comment.  Final award decisions will be made by signatories to the cooperative agreement.
Project updates
	SWET has 2 applications to consider at the next meeting, on January 17. 
	An additional application was turned in and then withdrawn.
[bookmark: _Toc378962617]CPUC Public Staff Proposal Regarding Implementation of SB1122 (Adam Schultz)
[bookmark: _Toc378962618]RPS Program Basics and Current Status
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) is a state mandated program that requires entities that sell electricity in California to procure renewable energy increasingly through 2020.
RPS started in 2002.  The current amount of procurement required is 33%.  This means that 33% of the electricity that an entity sells to customers must be from renewable sources.
[bookmark: _Toc378962619] Where does SB 1122 fit within the RPS Program?
SB1122 allows 250MW of power procured for the RPS Feed In-Tariff (FIT) program be from new bioenergy facilities. To receive FIT funds, a project must be less than 3 MW.
Of the 250 MW, 50 MW can be forest bioenergy, fueled by “sustainable” feedstock from fire threat management areas.  Sustainable feedstock will be defined by CAL FIRE.
[bookmark: _Toc378962620]Timeline of events: SB 1122
Nov 19, 2013: CPUC issued ruling with questions and Staff Proposal on SB1122 
Dec 20, 2013: Comments due on ruling and staff proposal
Jan 16, 2014: Reply comments due
Comments and reply comments accepted from parties only. 
BWG will be updated on these in January.
[bookmark: _Toc378962621]Overview of SB1122 Staff Proposal
Of the 50 MW of forest bioenergy to be procured through SB 1122, 47 MW are to be procured by Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E).
Southern California Edison (SCE) is to procure 2.5 MW of forest bioenergy, and San Diego Gas and Electric (SDG&E) is to procure 0.5 MW.
Only forest bioenergy projects that begin operating after June 1, 2013 will be eligible.
Staff propose that facilities with multiple feedstock get 80% of their fuel be from sustainable sources.
Proposed starting price: $124.66/MWh
[bookmark: _Toc378962622]How does ReMAT work?
The current starting price is $89.23/MWh. The price moves up or down depending on how many projects of a fuel category are participating in that time period.  The amount that the prices moves up or down increases and decreases in differing amounts; see the diagram on slide 11 of the presentation.
[bookmark: _Toc378962624]Project updates (15 minutes)
· North Fork appeal hearing was scheduled for today, but has been postponed. 

[bookmark: _Toc378962625]BWG 2014 (30 minutes)
[bookmark: _Toc378962626]Topics to tackle next year 
· Interconnection
· Environmental Engagement
· PPAs and financing
[bookmark: _Toc378962627]2014 Meeting Schedule 
· Keep meetings on 3rd Tuesday of the month from 12 pm to 4 pm.
Next Meeting: January 21, 2014



