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Almond Grower Field Day 

May 29, 2014 
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The Scope of the California Almond Industry 

Sources:  
*USDA Agricultural Statistics Service, Pacific Region (NASS/PR) 
**U.S. Department of Commerce, Foreign Trade Statistics 
***Agricultural Issues Center, University of California 2011 

• Spanning 500 miles throughout the 
Central Valley 
 

• 6,500 growers  
 

• 105  handler/processors 
 

• 100% of U.S. production 
 

• $4.8 billion in farm value 2012* 
• 2nd most valuable California crop 

 
• 82% of worldwide production 
 
• $3.4 billion export value (2012)**  

• California’s #1 ag export*** 
• 50,000+ jobs created 
• Top U.S. specialty export crop 
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ABC is a Federal Marketing Order 

• Authority: Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act of 1937 (AMAA) 

• Purpose: Allow farmers to work together to solve marketing problems in 
their industry 

• The Almond Marketing Order was established in 1950  

• Funding:  Assessment on handlers paid by growers – 3 cents/kernel pound 

• Administration: Elected Board of Directors from the California Almond Industry 

Over 100 Industry volunteers make up the Board and 10 Committees 

• Oversight: USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service 

•  44 ABC staff.  Offices in U.S., U.K., China, India 

• FY 2013-2014 Budget of $57,686,000 
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ABC FY 2013/2014 Budget Allocation Chart 

Global Market 
Development 

73% 
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California Almond Sustainability Program 
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Sustainable almond farming utilizes 
production practices that are 

economically viable and are based 
upon scientific research, common 

sense and a respect for the 
environment, neighbors and 

employees.   

The result is a plentiful, healthy and  
safe food product. 

Economically 
Viable 

Ecologically 
Sound Social Equity 

ABC Sustainability Definition 
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To tell your story! But who cares? 

So, why a sustainability program? 

• Buyers 
• Regulators 
• Public 
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California Almond 
 Sustainability Program 

• How do we document 
that almond growers are 
sustainable? 

•  ‘Self-Assessment 
Tool’ 
 Not a survey - growers 

‘assess themself’ 
 A continuous process, 

because agriculture 
isn’t a static business 

  A tool for learning 
 Content based on 

grower and expert input 
(UC, CSU, UCCE and 
private consultants) 
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• Irrigation Management 
• Nutrient Management, 
• Air Quality 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Pest Management  

1 hour DPR CEU 

Existing 

Modules 
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California Almond Sustainability Program: 
Workshops and Online 

 

 

 

www.sustainablealmondgrowing.org 

Stay tuned for workshop 
times and locations 
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On Line: 
https://www.sustainablealmondgrowing.org/  

Ability to 
benchmark 

against 
your peers 
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Sustainability Report 

• Represents data collected from 2009 - August, 2013 
 

• 1,080 individual participants 
 575 participants submitted assessments 
 

• 638 Orchards Assessed 
 

• 95,496 acres assessed ~ 10% of acreage 
  – Operations represented 255,891 acres 

 

• Details the collective practices 
 

• Calls out strengths and areas for improvement 
 



13 

Advances and Practices in Almond Irrigation 
Documented by Almond Sustainability Report 

• 25 years of ABC-funded research has 
been a key to success 
Advances in micro-irrigation and irrigation scheduling 
have been a major contributor 

 Micro-irrigation – Now 70% of almond 
acreage 

 83% of growers use different 
technologies to schedule their irrigation 
based on: 

– Weather / ET (43% usage) 
– Tree needs / Stem water potential 
– Soil conditions / Soil monitoring 

• Irrigation grower practices conserve 
water while protecting the environment 
(2014 Almond Sustainability Report) 
 Integrated fertilization and irrigation 

(fertigation) 
 Demand-based irrigation 
 Optimized irrigation infrastructure  
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Almond Board resources  
www.almondboard.com (ALMOND GROWERS) 
 

 


	Almond Grower Field Day
	The Scope of the California Almond Industry
	ABC is a Federal Marketing Order
	ABC FY 2013/2014 Budget Allocation Chart
	California Almond Sustainability Program
	ABC Sustainability Definition
	So, why a sustainability program?
	California Almond� Sustainability Program
	Modules
	California Almond Sustainability Program:�Workshops and Online
	Slide Number 11
	Sustainability Report
	Advances and Practices in Almond Irrigation Documented by Almond Sustainability Report
	Almond Board resources �www.almondboard.com (ALMOND GROWERS)�

