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Restricted Materials Permitting and 
Operator Identification Numbers 

 Organization – Department Overview 
 History 
 Restricted Materials Permit (RMP) 
 Environmental Impact Report (EIR)  
 Functional Equivalency  

– Restricted Materials Permit (Program) 

 Operator Identification Number 
 



Department Overview 

Department of Pesticide 
Regulation’s mission is 
to protect human health 
and the environment by 
regulating pesticide 
sales and use and 
fostering reduced-risk 
pest management 
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Organization 
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Pesticide Program Division - Branches  



Department of Pesticide Regulation 

 Product evaluation and 
registration  

 Licensing 
– Commercial applicators 
– Dealers  
– Consultants (PCAs) 
– Other pesticide professionals  

 Residue testing of fresh 
produce 

 

DPR Oversight 

 Evaluation of health 
impacts 
– Illness surveillance and risk 

assessment 

 Environmental Monitoring 
– Air, water, and soil 

 Field enforcement (W/CAC) 
 Regulate use through 

permit system (CAC) 
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History 
 1901, preventing consumer 

fraud (product quality) UC to 
analyze product 

 Economic Poison Act of 1921 
CDA authority to control… 
– Manufacturing, sales, and use 

of pesticides 
 County Horticultural 

Commissioners 
 1927, Calif.,Chemical Spray 

Residue Act  
– Britain’s threat of embargo (arsenic 

on apples) 
– Illegal to pack, ship, or sell 

 1938, Imperial County 
restricted some pesticides 
 

 
 1949, Injurious Herbicides 

and Injurious Materials as 
a result of 2,4-D drift on 
to grapes and cotton in 
the Central Valley 

 



8 

History  
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

 Does not cover private projects 
 CEQA covers; 

–  Government projects 
– Government financed projects 
– Government approved (permitted) projects 
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History and background to 
the RMP program 

 1970 CEQA (California Environmental Quality 
Act) 

 1976 Attorney General Decision: County 
regulatory program was subject to CEQA 

 1978 and 1979 Statutory Resolution, EIR for 
each RM permit was not feasible  

 2001 Challenged 
 2005 Resolved 
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History 
Events leading to AB 3765 
 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
 1976 Attorney General’s Opinion 
        The county making an roadside application of  
         2,4-D was subject to CEQA        

– Restricted Material would require an EIR (In 
many Instances) 

 1977 Environment Assessment Team (EAT) 
formed 
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History 
 December 1977, EAT to prepare “master” 

(programmatic) EIR. After more than one year, 
conclusion was, programmatic EIR could not be 
done 

 EAT concluded, problem facing CDFA & CAC was 
not CEQA, but the fact they have no process 

 1978 CEQA was amended by AB 3765 allows for 
“Functional Equivalent” of an EIR 
– New approach - develop a regulatory program that 

could be certified as “EIR functional equivalent” 
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History 

AB 3765 Requirements 
 Plan addresses 

– Registration, evaluation, classification of 
pesticides 

– Licensing and registration of dealers, PCA’s, 
PCB’s, Qualified and Certified Applicators (QAL 
& QAC) 

– Monitoring of pesticide use, human health and 
the environment  
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History 
Regulatory Changes 

Changes in regulations were necessary to meet the 
requirements of functional equivalency 
 Pesticide registration, evaluation, and 

classification 
 Consultation with other agencies, consideration of 

feasible alternatives and noticing od proposed 
actions and decisions 

 Consideration of feasible alternatives and 
mitigation measures when determining when to 
use, and obtaining a permit to use a restricted 
material 
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History 
AB 3765 Requirements 

 AB 3765 to facilitate functional 
Equivalency 

 State and CAC do not need to prepare EIR 
or negative declaration on each product 
approved 

 3 Key points of the program 
– Documentation of environmental impacts 

required 
– Consider mitigation of alternative  
– Consult with local agencies 
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Functional Equivalency 

 Part of CEQA 
 3 key points of the program 

– Document local environmental impacts 
– Consider mitigation or alternatives 
– Consult with local agencies  



"Agricultural use" means the use of any pesticide or method 
or device for the control of plant or animal pests, or any other 
pests, or the use of any pesticide for the regulation of plant growth 
or defoliation of plants. It excludes the sale or use of pesticides 
in properly labeled packages or containers that are intended for any 
of the following: 
   (a) Home use. 
   (b) Use in structural pest control. 
   (c) Industrial or institutional use. 
   (d) The control of an animal pest under the written prescription 
 of a veterinarian. 
   (e) Local districts or other public agencies 

18 FAC 11408  

Restricted Material Permitting 
Definitions  



Restricted Material Permitting 

"Agricultural commodity," for the purpose of 
this chapter, means an unprocessed product 
of farms, ranches, nurseries and forests 
(except livestock, poultry and fish). 
Agricultural commodities include fruits and 
vegetables… 
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3CCR 6000. Definitions. Agricultural Commodity 
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Restricted Materials 
And  

Notice of Intent 
Process 



Restricted Materials Permitting  
 Who needs to apply 

for a Restricted 
Material Permit 
(RMP)? 

 Agricultural and 
Nonagricultural uses 
of a permitted 
pesticide 

 Pesticides listed in 
3CCR 6400 
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July 1, 2015 Chlorpyrifos, the production Ag has 
been added to the restricted materials list  



Restricted Materials Permitting 
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RUP and RM 

 RUP – Restricted Use 
Pesticide  
– Federal 
– Certified Applicator 

Potential to cause 
unreasonable adverse 
effects on human 
health of the 
environment  

 RM – restricted 
Materials 
– California 

Can impair human 
health or pose 
hazards to the 
environment 

 Includes 
– RUP, Dust (>25 lbs), 

RM, sec 18’s, Ground 
Water Protection 
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RUP’s and Non-Restricted 
Pesticides 

 CAC has authority to require a permit for a 
RUP or non-restricted pesticide 

 Must determine that a pesticide cannot be 
used under local conditions without 
presenting an undue hazard 

 Is permanent until cancelled, unless there 
is a sunset clause   



Restricted Materials Permitting 

Agricultural Agricultural Non-Production 
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Restricted Materials Permitting 
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Non-Agricultural 
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Permit Consideration Process  
Functional Equivalency 

 Hazard Identification 
 Sensitive Site Identification 
 Likelihood of adverse Impact 
 Existing Mitigation 
 Additional Mitigation 
 Alternatives 
 Benefit Analysis  

– benefit gained greater than the risk to the public or the environment 

 Permit Evaluation 
– Notice of Intent (NOI) review and acceptance or denial  

 Reviewing and Evaluating the NOI 
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Reviewing RMP and Evaluating the NOI 

 The NOI provides 
specific information 
not available when 
the permit was issued 

 The property operator 
is responsible for 
assuring the NOI is 
submitted 

 The NOI is part of the 
permit 

Commissioner’s 
Office  

Permit Applicant 
Information 
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Reviewing RMP and Evaluating the NOI 

CAC will review the NOI 
to make sure 
– Location match those on 

the permit 
– Permit requirements are 

met (3CCR 6428 g –I) 
– Environmental Conditions 

have not changed 
– Compare the NOI against 

the permit 
– Review maps for accuracy 
– Review proposed 

application 
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Hazards 
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What Happened? 
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440 ounces of pesticide went 
into this drainage ditch… 
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     Environmental Effects 
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Operator Identification 
Numbers 
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Operator Identification Numbers 

 AB 2161, Food Safety Act of 1989  
 Full reporting began 1990 
 Agricultural Use  

– Production agriculture  
– Non-production (such as, right-of-way, post-

harvest, parks, golf course and similar sites) 
– Applications by; PCBs, Structural, Professional 

Landscape Gardeners (use their lic. No. to report) 

 Exceptions – Primary Exceptions 
– Consumer Home and Garden 
– Most Industrial and Institution  
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Operator Identification Number (OIN) 

 Issued by County Agricultural Commissioner 
(CAC) 

 Similar information as RMP 
 OIN or RMP is required to purchase pesticides for 

Ag use (prod. and non-prod.) 
 PCBs are not required to obtain an OIN 
 Operator shall provided a copy of OIN to the PCB 
 Use Reports submitted by 10th of following month 
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Pesticide Use Reports 
PUR Examples 
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Why Is A RMP or OIN Needed? 

RMP 
 A program needed to be in place (functional 

equivalency to EIR). 
 Without a program an EIR would be required to 

make pesticide applications. 
OIN 
 Required to comply with 100% reporting 
 Required to purchase pesticides for 

production of an Ag commodity 
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Questions? 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov 
 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/pressrls/dprguide.htm 
 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/county/cacltrs/penfltrs
/penf2004/2004atch/atch0401.pdf 
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