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P-i-i-i-i-eplant 
 
Pieplant? What's a pieplant? Well, I'll tell ya. Pieplant is an old fashioned name for rhubarb. Rhubarb is 
in season now at lower elevations in El Dorado County. I live a bit higher, but mine will be ready to pick 
in a week or so. I can't wait! 
 
Rhubarb has always been a favorite of mine. One of my comfort foods. My mom made stewed rhubarb 
for dessert, and also made rhubarb pie. She never mixed it with other fruit. I was well into adulthood 
before I heard of strawberry-rhubarb pie. Another popular combination is blueberry-rhubarb. I like it 
anyway it comes. 
 
Although rhubarb has a flavor of its own, it is fairly mild. It is good to mix into expensive fruits like 
blueberries and strawberries. The bolder flavor of the berries dominates so rhubarb is a good "filler" to 
stretch those more expensive fruits. 
 
Rhubarb on its own is quite tart. It needs to be sweetened. Mixing it with sweet strawberries reduces 
the amount of sugar needed. 
 
Rhubarb Strawberry Pie Filling  
 

 7 cups of rhubarb, cut into approx 1 inch slices 

 4 cups of hulled halved strawberries 

 3 granny smith apples, peeled and chopped finely 

 2 cups of granulated sugar 

 1 tbs orange zest 

 1/4 cup fresh squeezed orange juice. 
 
In a large non-reactive (stainless or enamel) pot, combine apples, orange zest and orange juice. Stir to 
coat apples thoroughly. Stir in rhubarb and sugar. Bring to a boil over medium-high heat, stirring 
constantly. Reduce heat and boil gently, stirring frequently, until rhubarb is tender, about 12 minutes. 
Add strawberries and return to a boil. Remove from heat. 
 
Ladle hot pie filling into hot jars, leaving 1 inch headspace. Remove air bubbles and adjust headspace, if 
necessary, by adding more hot filling. Wipes rims clean. Center lid on jar. Screw band down finger-tight 
or just until resistance is met. 
 
Place jars in canner, insuring they are completely covered with at least 1 inch of water. Bring to a boil 
and process for 15 minutes. Adjust for elevation, if necessary. 
 
Yield: about 5 pints 
Source: Ball Complete Book of Home Preserving 
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Should you need assistance or require special accommodations for any of our educational programs, please contact us at 530-621-5502. 
 
The University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC ANR) prohibits discrimination  against or harassment of any person in any of its 
programs or activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender, gender expression, gender identity, pregnancy (which includes pregnancy, 
childbirth, and medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), 
genetic information (including family medical history), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, status as a protected veteran or service in the 
uniformed services (as defined by the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994 [USERRA]), as well as state military and naval service. 
UC ANR policy prohibits retaliation against any employee or person in any of its programs or activities for bringing a complaint of discrimination or harassment. UC 
ANR policy also prohibits retaliation against a person who assists someone with a complaint of discrimination or harassment, or participates in any manner in an 
investigation or resolution of a complaint of discrimination or harassment. Retaliation includes threats, intimidation, reprisals, and/or adverse actions related to any 
of its programs or activities. UC ANR is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment and/or 
participation in any of its programs or activities without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, age or protected veteran status. University 
policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal laws.  Inquiries regarding the University’s equal employment opportunity 
policies may be directed to: John I. Sims, Affirmative Action Compliance Officer and Title IX Officer, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2801 

Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750-1397. Email:  jsims@ucanr.edu. Website: http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/Diversity/Affirmative_Action/. 
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