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Taeniatherum caput-medusae (Medusahead)

Invaded 17 western US states
Spreads at a rate of 12% per year
¥ Can grow to 2,000 plants per square ft

Bl Livestock grazing losses can reach $20/acre
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What demographic processes might play a role
in mediating medusahead dominance?
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Litter effects
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May Potential mechanism

Compensation from younger cohorts limits long-term success of
single effort control



More info on Medusahead

Medusahead

THE STATE OF THE WEED

An overview by
Theresa Becchetti
Josh Davy
Elise Gornish

//)//’ University of California — = S

Agriculture and Natural Resources

Presentation + handouts
available from:

E Gornish website
UC Weed RIC website

‘Management Guide
' for the Western States

~ Medusahead\!
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Use of seeding for invasive species management
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How does seeding control invasive species?

Resource uptake

Shading | physical restriction

Encourage proliferation of antagonistic fauna




In addition to invasive species management, seeding is
beneficial for lots of reasons

ncreasing forage
ncrease wildlife cover
Provide erosion control
Enhance water filtration
Reduce fire danger
Carbon sequestration




Experiment in Yolo Co. | .
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Trait based choices of species to use in vegetation management
Choosing plant species based on traits that confer resilience to drought

Climate variable 2

Climate variable 1




Temperature
Change (°F)
1950-2000

U.S. Drought Monitor
California
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egornish(@ucdavis.edu
http://gornish.ucdavis.edu/
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