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Air Pollution Regulatory 
Framework
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 Federal – U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency

 Clean Air Act  (1970 with amendments in 
1990)

 State – California Air Resources Board

 California Clean Air Act – 1988

 Local – Air Pollution Control & Air Quality 
Management Districts

 Local Rules and Regulations

 Stationary sources of air pollution



CALIFORNIA AIR DISTRICTS
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Placer County
and El Dorado County 
35 Air Districts



MAJOR OZONE 
PRECURSORS SOURCES 
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MAJOR PM SOURCES
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PARTICLE SIZE
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HOW POLLUTANTS 
AFFECT OUR 

HEALTH



Air District Programs

Permitting and Inspections

CEQA and Land Use Mitigation

Air Quality Planning

 Incentive Programs

Public Information

Smoke Management Program 
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Agricultural Burning Regulations
California Health & Safety Code Article 3 – Section 41850 

Agricultural Burning administered through the Title 17 California 
Code of Regulations-Subchapter 2 Smoke Management Guidelines 

for Agricultural and Prescribed Burning

Sacramento Valley Air 
Basin Smoke 

Management Program

PFIRS for Rx 
burns

Phone communication 
between District Staff

Agricultural Burning 
including the growing of 

crops or raising of fowl or 
animals or disease or pest 

prevention. 

Prescribed burning is the 
planned application and 
confinement of fire to 
wildland fuels on lands 

selected in advance of that 
application to achieve specific 

identified objectives.

Wildland Vegetation 
Management

Forest Management

Range Improvement

Wildlife Habitat

PFIRS for Rx Burns, 
Ag Burns, and 

Wildfire Information



Program Objectives

 Minimize smoke impacts to the public 
and the air shed
 Allows for the continuation of 

agricultural and prescribed burning 
as a resource management tool

 Provides increased opportunities 
for agricultural and prescribed 
burning

 Helps in the prevention of 
catastrophic wildfires by reducing 
vegetation through burning



Title 17 CCR Smoke 
Management Guidelines

 Required each air district to adopt a Smoke
Management Program

 Planning: submits a Smoke Management Plan
(SMP)

 Permitting: Air District may issue a Burn
Permit or a different type of approval for the
SMP

 Authorization: Based on the burn day status,
the Air District authorizes burning

 Use PFIRS to manage our burn program



Prescribed Fire Information 
Reporting System

What is PFIRS ?

 Communication tool

 Interactive mapping 

 Not a regulatory tool



Three stakeholders

Land Management Agencies (200+)

Federal, state, local, private

Air Quality Regulators (60+)

CARB, Air Districts

Public

Map of current projects

What burns are planned?

What burns are occurring? 

Where is smoke coming from?

If public observes smoke, they can 
look at the map and see if it’s coming 
from a prescribed burn

Communication Tool

PFIRS FRAMEWORK



Interactive Mapping

 Prescribed burns can be viewed on a 
map both valley-wide and state-wide

 Land Managers can input project 
information

 Air Regulators review and approve

2016 Pilot Hill Prescribed Burn





PFIRS Overview

 Land Managers Use

 Request An Account

 Fill in SMP 
application 

 Review SMP

 Approve SMP

 Approve Ignitions



Request an Account



Accessing Your Account



Short Form SMP

 Contact Information
 Project Location Information
 Landowner Information
 Project Information
 Air District Information
 Smoke Sensitive Areas
 Preparer’s Statement
 Needs to be approved before 

burning can take place.



Technical Improvements
Tools From PFIRS 

 Sacramento Valley Acreage Allocation

 Fire Information Map

 Integration of Air Monitoring Information 
- Statewide

 Wildfire Information - Wildfire smoke 
affects allocation

 Control Burn Notices (aka burn day)



PFIRS:  ARB Products





PFIRS:  Fire Information Map

Provides real-time
information



Collaboration is KEY

 Continue to protect Air Quality while 
providing for opportunities to dispose of 
vegetation by burning where appropriate.

 Continue to strive towards achieving and 
maintaining air quality standards

 Work with those conducting prescribed 
fire operations to minimize, smoke 
impacts on the public.

 Maintain good working relationships with 
cooperators.


