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Overview

What are CDFA’s HSP and SWEEP grant programs?

Quick facts about HSP and SWEEP programs

Program eligibility

Program exclusions

Examples of HSP and SWEEP funded practices

Grant application checklist

Supporting documents needed

Technical assistance providers
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What is CDFA’s Healthy Soils Incentive 
Program?
The Healthy Soils Incentive Program provides financial 
incentives to California growers and ranchers to 
implement agricultural management practices that 
sequester carbon, reduce atmospheric GHGs and 
improve soil health. 
2021-2022: $67.5 million in funding
2022-2023: $160 million in funding
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Quick HSP Incentives Facts
• When will the grant open?

The grant opened on November 1, 2021 and applications are due by February 25, 2022. 
• What’s the max amount of funds I can apply for? 

You can apply for up to $100,000

• When can I start my project?
The earliest you can start is after the grant agreement with CDFA has been finalized and 
before December 31, 2022

• How long will I have to complete my project? 
The grant is three years long. 
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HSP Program Eligibility
• California farmers, ranchers, and Federal and California Recognized Native American 

Indian Tribes
• Projects must be located on California agricultural operations
• Applicant must have control of the land for the duration of the grant: 
• Letter of agreement from landowner for leased land is required 

• Awards are limited to one per agricultural operation using a unique tax identification 
number per round of funding 

• Implement at least one HSP Agricultural Management Practice on land where it was 
not implemented in the last year.
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HSP Program Exclusions
• Grant funds cannot be used to implement practices other than those listed in the HSP 

Request for Grant Applications. 
• Grant funds cannot be used to fund APNs with existing and ongoing implementation of any 

HSP agricultural management practices. 

• Fields that have previously received HSP Incentives or Demonstration awards for a 
particular practice are not eligible to receive additional funding for the same practice. 
• New fields within a previously funded APN, or new practices to be implemented on previously funded 

fields are eligible.

• Compost Application Practices cannot be implemented on APNs where soil organic matter 
content is greater than 20%, which is determined by the CDFA RePlan tool.

• Grant funds cannot be used for projects that use potted plants or other plant growth 
media.
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Examples of Practices HSP Incentives 
will Fund - Cropland Practices
• Cover Crop
• Compost Application
• Mulching
• Reduced or No-Till
• Conservation Crop Rotation
• Hedgerow planting 
• https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/docs/202
1_HSP_Incentives_RGA.pdf
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Compost Application Requirements
If compost is purchased:
• Compost must be purchased from a permitted 

facility 
• STA (US Composting Council’s Seal of Testing 

Assurance Program) or CDFA-OIM (Organic Input 
Material) program is recommended. These facilities 
can be found here: 
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/Site/Sea
rch

• A report of laboratory analysis on compost C:N ratio 
is required. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/docs/2021_HSP_Incentives_RGA.pdf
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/Site/Search
https://wikiwaste.org.uk/index.php?title=Windrow_or_other_composting
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Compost Application Requirements
If compost is produced on-farm: 
• Plant and animal material must be composted through 

the processes listed below and a farm log must be 
maintained to document the process.
• In-vessel or Static Aerated Pile System
• Windrow Composting 

• C:N ratio of compost must be verified through 
laboratory testing before application.

• Compost used in this practice must be produced at the 
agricultural operation where the project is located.

• Cannot be vermicompost This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Compost Application Requirements

Agricultural System Compost Type Tons/Acre

Cropland Higher N (C:N ≤ 11) 3-5

Lower N (C:N > 11) 6-8 

Orchard/Vineyard Higher N (C:N ≤ 11) 2-4

Lower N (C:N > 11) 6-8

Grazing Land Lower N (C:N > 11) 6-8
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https://wikiwaste.org.uk/index.php?title=Windrow_or_other_composting
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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HSP Grant Application Checklist 
What you will need to apply:
§ List of practices you wish to apply for 
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HSP Grant Application Checklist 
What information you will need to start the application: 

§ Name of applicant
§ Business Name (as shown on your 

income tax return)
§ Last four of social or EIN
§ Total size of agricultural operation 
§ Mailing address
§ Project address (if different than 

mailing address)
§ APN(s)

§ Crop history for the past three years
§ Management practices for the past 

three years
§ Proposed plan of crops during the 

next three years
§ Will the project take place on 

leased land?
§ Yes, landowner permission 

letter
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Supporting 
Documents

§ Project Design through CDFA’s RePlan Tool
§ GHG calculations through CDFA’s HSP 

Comet-Planner Tool 
§ Project Work Plan
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HSP Practices Funded in 2020
• Compost application
• Mulching
• Cover crop
• Hedgerow planting
• Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment
• https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/OEFI/healthysoils/docs/2020_HSP_Incentives_Projects_Sele

cted_for_Awards.pdf
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/OEFI/healthysoils/docs/2020_HSP_Incentives_Projects_Selected_for_Awards.pdf
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Technical Assistance: Free one-on-one 
Grant Application Assistance to Farmers

https://ciwr.ucanr.edu/Programs/ClimateSmartAg/TechnicalAssistanceProviders/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/docs/2021_HSP_Incentives_TAPs.pdf
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What is CDFA’s State Water Efficiency 
and Enhancement Program
• A competitive grant application administered by

the California Department of Food and
Agriculture (CDFA)

• 2021-2022: $43 million in funding
• 2022-2023: $100 million in funding

• Purpose is to provide financial incentives for California 
agricultural operations to invest in irrigation systems
that save water and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions.

16

https://ciwr.ucanr.edu/Programs/ClimateSmartAg/TechnicalAssistanceProviders/
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/docs/2021_HSP_Incentives_TAPs.pdf
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Quick SWEEP Facts
• First come, first served grant
• Start date to be announced
• How much money can I apply for? 

• Project grant amounts cannot exceed $200,000.
• Lifetime maximum of $600,000 per applicant. 

• How long will I have to complete my project? 
• The project duration is 24 months or two years. 

17

Types of Projects SWEEP will Fund
• Improved irrigation water management
• Soil, weather, plant sensors
• Micro-irrigation
• Pump replacement or retrofit
• Fuel conversion – Including renewable energy installations
• Variable frequency drives
• Other projects that combine water savings and GHG 

reductions
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Types of Projects that are NOT Allowed
• Expand existing agricultural operations
• Install new groundwater wells or increase well depth
• Test new technology or perform research
• Medical and recreational cannabis crops are excluded from eligibility 
• Academic university research institutions and state governmental organizations are 

not eligible 
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Technical Assistance: Free one-on-one 
Grant Application Assistance to Farmers

https://ciwr.ucanr.edu/Programs/ClimateSmartAg/TechnicalAssistanceProviders/
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https://ciwr.ucanr.edu/Programs/ClimateSmartAg/TechnicalAssistanceProviders/


2/26/22

11

SWEEP Grant Application Checklist
What you will need to apply:
§ Get quotes for items needed for the project, itemized with labor 

included
§ Get a pump efficiency test for all the pumps that will be affected by 

the project (Note: if you’ve had a pump test done in past year that 
will work)

§ Get 12 months of energy use data for pumps (e.g. PG&E bills)
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SWEEP Grant Application Checklist

§ Name of applicant

§ Business name (as shown on your 
income tax return)

§ Last four of social or EIN

§ Total acreage 

§ Mailing address

§ Project address (if different than 
mailing address)

§ Project APN(s)

§ Crops and acreage for each
§ Current irrigation practice info

§ How many irrigation pumps do you 
have on your operation?

§ Do you share APN with your 
neighbor? If yes, are they interested 
in applying? You may only submit 1 
application per APN. 

What information you will need to start the application: 
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Supporting 
Documents

§ Pump test documents
§ SWEEP Budget Worksheet
§ Irrigation water savings assessment tool
§ GHG calculator tool
§ Energy use documents
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SWEEP Practices Funded in 2019
• Solar system and soil moisture sensors
• New electric pump, larger pipe to increase water flow and decrease pumping time, 

new variable frequency drive, sand media filter tank to the current filtration system, 
flow meter, soil moisture sensors

• Replace existing well pump, old leaky irrigation pipes, and sprinkler heads
• Low pressure drip irrigation system, a new pump, flow meter, soil moisture sensors
• Convert flood irrigated vineyards to low pressure micro-sprinkler irrigation for almond 

production
• https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/docs/2019-SWEEP-ProjectsSelected-for-

Award.pdf
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/sweep/docs/2019-SWEEP-ProjectsSelected-for-Award.pdf
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Technical Assistance: Free one-on-one 
Grant Application Assistance to Farmers

https://ciwr.ucanr.edu/Programs/ClimateSmartAg/TechnicalAssistanceProviders/
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Questions?
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https://ciwr.ucanr.edu/Programs/ClimateSmartAg/TechnicalAssistanceProviders/

