TIPS FOR GROWING SUCCULENTS     
Succulents are plants that store water in their leaves, stems or roots.  There are over 10,000 species with unusual shapes, sizes and colors.

1.  If growing outside, they prefer morning sun and afternoon shade.
2.  There are summer and winter growers.  Summer growers are dormant in winter.  Winter growers are dormant in the summer.  When they are dormant, they don't need much water.

3.  Succulents are easy to propagate.  You can take leaf cuttings, or separate pups or offsets from the mother plant.  Before planting, let them callus over for a week, then plant.

4.  Plant in a well-draining soil.  Use a cactus, palm mix or mix extra perlite in with your potting soil.  You can use a top coating on the top of your soil to hold soil in the pot and for a nice finished look on your plant. 

5.  Most succulents have shallow roots, so they don't need very large containers.  Terracotta pots lose water quicker then glazed pots.  Choose containers that complement your plant.

6.  Succulents need some fertilizer.  You can add pellet fertilizer like Osmocote to your soil, it will feed your plants for 3 or 4 months.  If you use a powdered fertilizer like Miracle Gro, mix it to 1/4 strength.  Fertilize once a month during the growing season.

7.  Most succulents prefer temperatures between 50 and 85 degrees.  Most can be outside until it gets to be 40 degrees.  During the winter months, if you keep your plants outside, they need to be protected from frost.  Use frost cloths to protect them from the cold.

8.  The single most cause of death of succulents is overwatering.  From now thru the warm months of Sept-Oct, water your plants once a week.  Let them dry out between waterings.  Occasionally, when it's 105 +, you may need to water 2x a week.
9.  Try using some unique containers for your succulents like sieves, strawberry pots, bonsai containers, wheelbarrows, shoes, boots, wooden frames, hanging baskets, oak barrels, yard sale finds, pumpkins, Christmas trees, or terrariums. 
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