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Description/ Summary of your organization
From our humble beginnings in 1980, the UC Master Gardener Program has grown to serve 53 California counties. By customizing local gardening outreach to account for unique local landscapes and the diversity of California’s residents, we strive to meet the needs of all the communities we serve. 
Each participating county is part of the larger statewide UC Master Gardener community, a network over 6,000 strong. Programs operate out of each county’s UC Cooperative Extension (UCCE) office. UCCE county directors, advisors, and program coordinators administer the UC Master Gardener Program locally and direct outreach activities.
The UC Master Gardener Program delivers educational programs and outreach to communities through a network of trained and certified volunteers. Established in year, the UC Master Gardeners of XYZ County currently has # active volunteers.
Community members are recruited, screened, oriented, trained, and annually appointed as official “UC Agents” to serve our mission of extending sustainable landscaping and gardening support across California. New volunteers undergo an initial 16-week training period, receiving XXX hours of instruction. This structured orientation ensures that all volunteers are prepared to represent the program outreach goals in a variety of activities such as:
· Host public educational workshops (vegetable gardening, composting, etc.)
· Support demonstration, community, and school gardens, including gardens at senior, veterans, shelter and detention facilities
· Provide gardening and pest guidance and advice (phone & email helplines)
· Staff public educational booths (Farmer’s Markets, event tabling, speaking engagements)
· News/mass media (print, radio, TV appearances)
After initial training, volunteers receive ongoing continuing education from UC researchers and experts in areas such as horticulture, soil, water, entomology, plant pathology, integrated pest management (IPM), plant problem diagnosis, sustainable landscape management practices, fire ecology, urban tree and forest management, and plant propagation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]UC Master Gardener volunteers are well educated, civically minded, passionately connected and loyal to our mission of extending research-based gardening information to all Californians. On average, volunteers stay active in our program for seven years and provide more than 600 hours of service. During the fiscal year 21-22, UC Master Gardeners of XYZ County provided # volunteer hours of service to the community. 
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