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VII. Prune Producte and Quallty

PRUNE PRODUCTS Ar.rD QUAITTY

M. W. Mll1er
Department of Food ScLence and Technolory

Oblectl.ves:

To deteralne 3 1) lnterrelatlonehlps betlreen freah frult characterlstics €nd
drled fluits, 2) the effect of prrme size upon qualtty of pnme Julce, and
3) outritional. composition of comercially-produced pruoes and prune product6;
4) to provide cooperation and analytlcal asslstance !o other CPAB ptojects,
ag ueceaaary.

Results aod Conclusions:

Planned cooperatlon rrlth PoDology aad CooperatLve Br(tenaloo has reeulted
ln analytlcal aaalstaoce in the reference date size prediction study. fteo
to three persons have been lnvolved from early August, !.974, when fruit
eanples were brought to the Depaltnent for fregh data cmpllatLon, and thls
staff is continuing to study dried prune samples fron ttr€ saoe treee fron
ritrich the fresh frult rras taken. Sauples cane from 10 Erees fron each of 65
orchards. Analysls of this data should be ready for preeentatlon at prune
Day, L975 .

Work was done thLs pa6t year on comercl-al samples, in cooperatlon lrith the
DrLed Frult Association of callfornia, to obtain infornation on nutrLtlonal
labellng needs for prunes. Sanples fron DFA, and others purchased in retall
Darkets, lncluded snalJ-, large, and pitted prune6, and Julces. After cor
pletldn of analyses, recomendations for LabelLng requir€ments are to be
fornulated.

Ifork Planned:

D,ata collected from fresh and drled prune samples should, be checked agaLnst
earlLer lnfornation (coLlected by claypool and Mlller) Eo see lf indLcated
favorable relationshl.ps stlll hold true. ALso, prunea from Tulare had not
beeo lncluded in earlier work but are in the latest study. L974 samples
Bt{ll are to be subjeeted to standard size-grading for comparlson with our
welght-slze data. Infonratlon from these studles n111 be of deflnlte value
ln baslng dried crop predict ions on fresh frult  characterlst lcs.

Nutrltlonal data should be completed tn the near future- RecourcndatLons
rr[1 be rnade for use by the lndustry and for tr€ursmlsslsn to the federal
government for its nutritional data bank and lts nes foods composltion
handbook.

The effect of prune slzes on prune Juice quallty has not been started but
ls to be lnit lated thls Sprlng. I f  suff lcient quantl t les of frult  are
avallable (conrmerclal size lots) from the slzing work, thls trll l glve us
f ruit lrith known hlstory to use in the J ulce studles.
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