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With Central Valley population growing 30% in the last decade, pressures to urbanize are

Pre s s u re s to in_creasingly apparent. Urbanization increases at the expense of agricultural systems. It

directly competes with agriculture for space (usually prime land) and other resources tra- -

- ditionally associated with agricultural activity (water, air; labor, and infrastructure invest-
urbanl ze reach ments). All urban development is irreversible, leading to permanent loss of agricultural

the Central Valley
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land. See story on page 10.

CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE, VOLUME 45, NUMBER 3

Jack Kelly Clark





