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The Animal Ambassadors program, created by Veterinary Medicine Extension, is an example of how UC can better serve children by encouraging meaningful developmental
activities.

be encouraged among groups that
do not share a history or culture of
participation?

Filling the gap
The two primary social institutions
that exist in our society to provide caring and nurturing for youth - families and schools -have become less
able to meet their full needs. It is simply no longer the case that a parent
will be available to see a child off to
school in the moming or be waiting
when she returns home. Not surprisingly, the hours between the end of
the school day and the time when parents return home from work are the
ones during which many of the problems associated with teenagers are
likely to occur (Belle 1999).
Current efforts to fill the gap between family and school time are
broadly defined as "youth development." Before- and after-school programs, whether operated in private
homes or churches, or through public
agencies such as schools or 4-H, generally attempt to provide structured activities outside of the formal educational environment of the school
system. Research has begun to demonstrate that these types of nonformal
education are essential for healthy
youth development (Walker 1998).
Further, the adolescent problems that

we hear so much about are best solved
through youth-development approaches (Kirby 1999). Nonformal
education encourages youth to be active participants in their education and
develop their own solutions to problems they face; it can also provide the
most meaningful exposures to diverse
cultures, ideas and experiences.
Innovative organizations and programs serving youth around the state
include the California 4-H Youth Development Program, California Conservation Corps, Scouts, YMCA and
the Boys and Girls Clubs. There are
also numerous programs in California
communities that work to involve
youth in sports, religion and mentor
relationships. In the past, many of
these programs actively engaged
youth in civic and community life with
theirfamilies. In other words, family
participation was central to much of
the youth development that took place
a generation ago. But much of the
youth development that takes place
today is designed to fill in the gap between parents and school, rather than
augment it. Further, most existing
youth-development efforts do not specifically focus on diversity and
multicultural understanding in their
programmatic efforts.
The most radical solution to the
widening gap between home and
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