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From Drought to El Nino: Working Towards Better Outcomes from Tomorrow’s 

Wildfires 

  

Although it is difficult to think about wildfire while we are benefiting from much needed 

rainfall, US Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced this week that wildfires 

burned a record 10.1 MILLION acres across the United States in 2015.   There were 

more than 50 fires that exceeded 50,000 acres each; of those, 20 fires exceeded more 

than 100,000 acres each. While there is no doubt that wildland fire can have 

environmental benefits and is even necessary for some ecosystem functions, many of 

this past year’s wildland fires were so big, and burned so hot and fast that they resulted 

in devastating consequences. 

  

In 2015, more than 4,500 homes and other structures were destroyed by wildfires and 

a total of 13 wildland firefighters, including 7 U.S. Forest Service firefighters, lost their 

lives in the line of duty.  In addition to loss of life and property, these deadly fires have 

negative conservation outcomes including vegetation change, habitat loss, carbon 

emissions, loss of endemic species.  Fires also impact the sustainability of working 

rangelands and forest, putting additional pressure on conservation efforts. 

  

http://us10.campaign-archive1.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=6b52027539eda64b920f200fb&id=4bcf6650af
http://us10.campaign-archive1.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=6b52027539eda64b920f200fb&id=4bcf6650af


 

The 11
th
 annual California Rangeland Conservation Coalition Summit and Tours will 

address challenges and opportunities to improve rangeland management to reduce the 

incidence (scope and severity) of catastrophic wildfire.  Group discussions during the 

summit will consider lessons learned from recent fires and where we go from here. 

 
 

   

 

 

2016 TOURS AND SUMMIT 

REGISTRATION 

 

  

Thursday, January 21 - Choice of Tours  

Butte Fire (Calaveras County) 

Rim Fire (Tuolumne County) 

Tesla Fire (San Joaquin County) 

 

Friday, January 22 - Summit Meeting 

Robert Cabral Agricultural Ctr, 2101 E Earhart Ave #100, Stockton DIRECTIONS 

PRINT AGENDA 

REGISTRATION 

 

 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/bayarearangelands/files/228994.pdf
http://ucanr.edu/sites/bayarearangelands/files/228996.pdf
http://ucanr.edu/sites/bayarearangelands/files/228995.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/search/robert+cabral+agricultural+center+near+E+Earhart+Ave,+Stockton,+CA/@37.9456803,-121.4013519,11z/data=!3m1!4b1?hl=en


  

 

Grazing and Conservation Part II: Cooperating with Ranchers 

 

Jan 28,2016 9:30AM-1:00PM 

David Brower Center in downtown Berkeley 

In March 2011, an overwhelming number of people from a variety of 

fields attended the Open Space Council’s Gathering entitled Grazing 

and Conservation. The Gathering provided an overview of Bay Area 

rangelands and the art and science of grazing management to achieve 



 

conservation purposes. 

 

The Open Space Council – in partnership with UC Cooperative 

Extension, Elkhorn Slough Coastal Training Program, California 

Rangeland Conservation Coalition, Central Coast Rangeland Coalition, 

and California Rangeland Trust – is building on the 2011 meeting with Grazing 

and Conservation Part II: Cooperating with Ranchers. This Gathering will take 

the conversation further and continue to explore this complex and important 

topic. 

 

Join us for our Rainy Season Gathering on January 28, 2016 to 

hear perspectives on the benefits and challenges of working with ranchers 

for grazing to benefit conservation on public and/or private conservation lands in 

the Bay Area. The speakers include: 

  

- Robert Doyle, General Manager, East Bay Regional Park District 

- Justin Fields, 5th generation rancher, Santa Clara County 

- Nancy Schaefer, Program Manager, California Rangeland Trust 

  

The Gathering will be held January 28, 2016 from 9:30am-1pm at the David 

Brower Center in downtown Berkeley. Program starts at 10am but no beverages 

are permitted in the theater. Join us at 9:30 for coffee and tea, and lunch will be 

served at 12pm. 

TICKETS  
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http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2016-rainy-season-gathering-tickets-19333610349?aff=EventsCalendarPage
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=6b52027539eda64b920f200fb&afl=1

