REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF INTEREST WITHIN THE
COOPERATIVE ECOSYSTEM STUDIES UNIT
INTEREST #N62473-19-2-0018
PROJECT TO BE INITIATED IN 2019
Project Title: Monitoring of Subtidal Fish and Invertebrates Inside and Outside of NoTake Safety Zones at San Clemente Island, California
Responses to this Request for Statements of Interest (RSOI) will address subtidal marine surveys
of fishes and invertebrates at Naval Auxiliary Landing Field San Clemente Island. The
following are approximate amounts expected to be available for this project.
Year
Base Year
Option Year 1
Option Year 2
Option Year 3

Estimated Available Funding
$164,286.00 to $182,540.00
$159,210.00 to $176,899.00
$55,836.00 to $62,040.00
$74,448.00 to $82,720.00

Type of Assistance Instrument Anticipated: Cooperative Agreement
Authority: Cooperative Agreement under 16 USC §670c-1
Eligible Applicants: Any Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit Californian cooperative partner
who qualifies under the DoDGARS Part 34 or 2 Code of Federal Regulations 200 is eligible to
apply.
Cost Sharing: Not required
Background:
Naval Auxiliary Landing Field San Clemente Island (SCI) is designated as an Area of
Special Biological Significance and under Executive Order 13158, all Areas of Special Biological
Significance were deemed National Marine Protected Areas. The Marine Life Protection Act
Amendments of 2004 required the effectiveness of all National Marine Protected Areas, California
State Marine Protected Areas, and Areas of Special Biological Significance to be reevaluated to
design new Marine Protected Areas that together function as a statewide network. The 1999 and
2004 amendments of the Marine Life Protection Act (Chapter 10.5 of the California Fish and
Game Code, §2850-2863) directed the state to reevaluate and redesign California’s system of
Marine Protected Areas and requires monitoring of those Marine Protected Areas. All of the
Channel Islands, including SCI, were considered for designation of Marine Protected Areas.
In 2010, the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) established permanent safety zones (Federal
Register Vol. 75, No. 97) off the shore of SCI in order to conduct training essential to successfully
accomplishing U.S. Navy missions relating to military operations and national security. The safety
zones are intended to protect the public from hazardous, live-fire, and testing operations, and to
ensure operations proceed as scheduled. With the establishment of safety zones, the Navy
withdrew such areas from unrestricted public use in favor of utilizing these areas for military
training.
To achieve compliance with the SCI Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan
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(INRMP), Executive Order 13158, and to avoid designation of a state Marine Protected Area, the
SCI INRMP boundary was extended to align with the safety zone boundaries established by
USCG. As agreed with the State and the INRMP, these safety zones act as defacto Marine
Protected Areas and are monitored similarly to the South Coast Marine Protected Areas. In
2012/2013, baseline Remotely Operated Vehicle surveys and bathymetric mapping efforts were
conducted at SCI to support safety zone monitoring.
The work under this proposed Cooperative Agreement will build on the baseline 2012/2013
Remotely Operated Vehicle surveys to continue to evaluate changes to fishes and invertebrates
inside and outside no-take safety zones. The objective of this project is to continue long-term
monitoring of fishes and invertebrates in order to evaluate the ecological changes within the SCI
safety zones with a focus on evaluating differences between the no-take safety zones and those that
are open to fishing consistent with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife Marine
Protected Area Monitoring Action Plan (California Department of Fish and Wildlife and California
Ocean Protection Council, 2018;
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Management/Monitoring/Action-Plan).
Brief Description of the Anticipated Work:
This Cooperative Agreement includes three Base Tasks and three option years. The first Base Task
is to conduct subtidal marine surveys of fishes and invertebrates at SCI safety zones. The second
Base Task is to conduct a preliminary analysis. The third Base Task is to prepare a draft and final
preliminary report. The specific requirements for each Base Tasks are described below.
1. Survey Subtidal Habitat for Demersal Fishes and Invertebrates:
The Recipient shall conduct imagery-based subtidal surveys for fishes and selected
invertebrates with protocols approved by the Cooperative Agreement Technical Representative
(CATR). Surveys shall focus on, but are not limited to, species identified in the 2012/2013
Remotely Operated Vehicle surveys and to the best extent practicable sample at previously
surveyed sites.
The Recipient shall be responsible for scheduling and coordinating field activities such as
surveying with the CATR, and other necessary island personnel. The Recipient shall be
responsible for providing information necessary to obtain security passes for all personnel and
vehicles requiring access to the Navy installations at least one month prior to surveys. The
Recipient shall submit the information necessary to obtain the security passes at least one
month in advance of initial access. The CATR will assist in obtaining the security passes.
2. Conduct Preliminary Spatial Analyses of Patterns in the Distribution of Demersal Fishes
and Invertebrates:
The Recipient shall conduct preliminary spatial analyses of imagery-derived data, combined
with habitat classification maps of the subtidal environment. Analyses shall be conducted using
the current best practices and the appropriate software for such analyses.
3. Draft and Final Preliminary Report:
The draft and final preliminary report shall be submitted in accordance with Section J.
Submittals and Schedules. The report shall be in scientific format and include the following: 1)
Title page showing title, date, cooperative agreement number, Pacific Fleet Representative and
Cooperative Agreement Technical Representative contact information; 2) Sub-title page
showing title, prepared by and for listings, date and recommended citation; 3) Table of
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contents; 4) Abstract or Executive Summary; 5) Introduction; 6) Methods; 7) Results; 8)
Discussion; 9) Conclusions (to include synthesis with previous work and recommendations for
future study); 10) Legible copies of the field notes, data forms and other information.
Please see enclosure 1 for full scope of work and enclosure 2 for applicable terms and conditions.
Period of Performance:
The period of performance covered by this agreement is 12 months upon award. The proposed
period of performance consists of a 12-month base period and three (3), 12-month option years. If
awarded, the period of performance will be extended by 12 months from the date of award. These
option years may be unilaterally awarded within the last 6 months of the period of performance of
the base scope of work, or within the proceeding option year of the Cooperative Agreement. The
period of performance of the base period and option years may overlap. The total duration of this
agreement, including any option years, shall not exceed 48 months. The end date is the anticipated
date that the Final Report is accepted by the Government. In the event that an option period(s) is
exercise, a cumulative report consisting of the base and all option years will be the Final Report.
All option years are subject to the availability of funds.
Materials Requested for Statement of Interest/Qualifications:
Please provide the following via e-mail attachment to: Reagan Pablo (reagan.s.pablo@navy.mil).
1) SF 424 (Enclosure 3)
2) Research & Related Senior/Key Personnel Form (Enclosure 4). Please see Factor 1 for
additional submittal requirements.
3) Research and Related Budget Form (Enclosure 5)
4) SF-LLL Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Enclosure 6). If applicable, complete SFLLL. Applicability: If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or
will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or
employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or
an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the grant/cooperative
agreement, you must complete and submit Standard Form - LLL, "Disclosure Form to
Report Lobbying.”
5) Research & Related Senior/Key Personnel Form (Enclosure 7). The Federal
Government has a continuing commitment to monitor the operation of its review and
award processes to identify and address any inequities based on gender, race, ethnicity,
or disability of its proposed key personnel. To gather information needed for this
important task, the applicant should submit the requested information for each
identified key personnel with each proposal. Submission of the requested information
is voluntary and is not a precondition of award. However, information not submitted
will seriously undermine the statistical validity, and therefore the usefulness, of
information received from others. Any individual not wishing to submit some or all the
information should check the box provided for this purpose. Upon receipt of the
application, this form will be separated from the application. This form will not be
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duplicated, and it will not be a part of the review process. This data will be kept
confidential.
Reimbursement of pre-award costs will not be allowed.
Please note, that some of the forms functionality may be lost. Please visit
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/r-r-family.html#sortby=1 to retrieve the forms directly
from the Grants.gov website and use these forms when submitting your statement of interest.
Review of Statements Received: Proposals will be evaluated based on the following three
factors: 1) Credentials of Key Personnel, 2) Scientific Approach, and 3) Reasonableness of Cost
NOTE: All requirements listed are minimum requirements. Offerors will be assessed on their
ability to adhere to the listed requirements, completeness of responses, follow directions, comply
with restrictions and provide quality control on their submittals. All page limits refer to 12-point
font and single spaced one-sided pages.
Factor 1 - Credentials of Key Personnel
A. Principal Investigator: The Recipient shall designate one person as responsible for ensuring that
provisions are in place, project and personnel supervision are provided, quality control and meeting of
reporting requirements are met on a daily basis. This person shall have, at the minimum:
i. A PhD in marine science or related discipline.
ii. Experience and knowledge of subtidal continental shelf ecosystems on the U.S. west coast in
relation to evaluating abundance, density and spatial patterns of demersal marine fishes and
invertebrates as demonstrated by at least 10 years of previous work or research experience.
B. Research Associate: The Recipient shall designate one or more people as responsible for assisting
the principal investigator. The person(s) shall have, or have immediate access to personnel that have, at
the minimum:
i. A Master’s degree in marine science or related discipline.
ii. At least 5 years of experience with image-based surveys on the continental shelf of the U.S.
west coast.
C. Research Assistants: The Recipient shall designate people as participants in the field imagery
collection and lab-based analyses and report preparation. The person(s) shall have, or have immediate
access to personnel that have, at the minimum:
i. A Bachelor’s degree in marine science or related discipline (or be currently enrolled in such a
program).

Factor 2 – Scientific Approach
Not to exceed 3 pages, the Offeror shall develop an outline for their approach to addressing the
anticipated work stated above. The Offeror shall be evaluated as to the soundness of the overall
approach and use of any innovative techniques to accomplish project objectives.
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Factor 3 - Reasonableness of Cost
After technical evaluation of the proposal, the offers will be analyzed for fair and reasonable
pricing. The proposal will be analyzed to determine whether its pricing is
materially/mathematically balanced, and is fair and reasonable. The Offeror shall use OMB
Circular A-21 “Cost Principles for Institutions of Higher Education,”, 48 CFR part 31 “Contract
Cost Principles and Procedures,” or 2 CFR 200 Subpart F “Audit Requirements” as applicable.
Evaluations will include an analysis to determine the Offeror’s comprehension of the requirements
of the solicitation as well as to assess the validity of the Offeror’s approach. A clear cost
breakdown of work elements to be accomplished detailing quantities for the various work items,
unit, unit prices and extended prices will be required and will be evaluated. Evaluation will
include an analysis to determine the Offeror’s comprehension of the requirements of the proposed
agreement as well as to assess the validity of the Offeror’s approach. Please be sure to provide a
proposal for the optional years as listed within the statement of work. Please submit proposed
budget form for each of the option years on separate a research and related budget forms.
Please provide your proposed budget on the provided pdf titled, “Research and Related Budget”
form*(Enclosure 5).
*Form: RESEARCH AND RELATED BUDGET
Complete the Research and Related Budget form in accordance with the instructions on the
form. You must provide a detailed cost breakdown of all costs, by cost category, by the
funding periods described below, and by task/sub-task corresponding to the task number in
the proposed Statement of Work (enclosure 1). You may request funds under any of the
categories listed as long as the item and amount are necessary to perform the proposed work
and meet all the criteria for allowability under the applicable Federal cost principles. The
budget should adhere to the following guidelines:
The budget should be driven by program requirements. Elements of the budget shall
include:


Direct Labor - Individual labor category or person, with associated labor hours and
unburdened direct labor rates.



Indirect Costs - Fringe benefits, overhead, G&A, COM, etc. (must show base
amount and rate). Justify in Field K.



Travel - Number of trips, destination, duration, etc. Justify in Field K (on the
form).



Subcontract - A cost proposal as detailed as the applicant's cost proposal will be
required to be submitted by the subcontractor. If applicable, include a Research &
Related Subaward Budget Attachment Form.



Consultant - Provide consultant agreement or other document that verifies the
proposed loaded daily/hourly rate. Include a description of the nature of and the
need for any consultant's participation. Strong justification must be provided,
and consultants are to be used only under exceptional circumstances where no
equivalent expertise can be found at a participating university. Provide budget
justification in Field K.
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Materials - Specifically itemized with costs or estimated costs. An explanation of
any estimating factors, including their derivation and application, shall be
provided. Include a brief description of the applicant's procurement method to be
used (competition, engineering estimate, market survey, etc.). Justify in Field K.



Other Direct Costs - Particularly any proposed items of equipment or facilities.
Equipment and facilities generally must be furnished by the cooperator/recipient
(justifications must be provided when Government funding for such items is
sought). Include a brief description of the applicant's procurement method to be
used (competition, engineering estimate, market survey, etc.). Justify in Field K.

Budget Justification (Field K on the form): Provide the required supporting information
for the cost elements as shown above (see Research & Related Budget instructions) and
listed as follows: indirect cost, travel, consultant, materials, and other direct costs.
Provide any other information you wish to submit to justify your budget request.
NOTE: Every deviation from the scope of work requirement must be identified. Proposer must
identify the paragraph in the scope of work that is applicable and provide sufficient information to
justify why the deviation is in the best interest of the government.
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF EVALUATION FACTORS – Factor 1, 2, and 3 are of equal
importance.
Timeline for Review of Statements of Interest:
We request that Statements of Interest be submitted by 08 August 2019 2:00 Pacific standard time.
This Request for Statements of Interest will remain open until an investigator team is selected.
Statements of Interest received after 08 August 2019 2:00 PM Pacific standard time is considered
“late” and may not be considered. Please submit requests for information/questions no later than
31 July 2019 2:00 PM Pacific standard time.
Please send electronic responses and questions directly to:
Mr. Reagan Pablo, Contract Specialist, Environmental Conservation and Compliance
Team Reagan.s.pablo@navy.mil
Point of Contact Information:
Mr. Reagan Pablo, Contract Specialist, Environmental Conservation and
Compliance
Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southwest
1220 Pacific Highway
San Diego, CA 92132
619.532.2090
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