
Workshop	on	
Rangeland	Produc3vity	

Swanton	Pacific	Ranch	
October	18,	2018	

Central	Coast	Rangeland	Coali3on	

Thanks	to:	
•  Swanton	Pacific	Ranch,	Cal	Poly	SLO	
•  Coastal	Training	Program,	Elkhorn	Slough	



Philosophy:	
-	½	technical	presenta3ons;	½	hands-on	field	
experience	
-	Frequent	discussions	in	small	groups	
-	Mix	of	ranchers,	agency	managers,	advisors,	
and	scien3sts	

Central	Coast	Rangeland	Coali3on	



Research	on	Coastal	Prairie	

Data	for	variables	related	to	grazing	effects	
on	coastal	prairie	produc3vity	at	SPR	and	
other	CA	sites:	
1. 	RDM—fall	
2. 	Bare	ground—spring	
3. 	Herbaceous	produc3on—spring	
4. 	Species	Composi3on	
5. 	Ca[le	produc3on	
6. 	Soil	erosion	(not	for	SPR)	
7. 	Soil	health	indicators	



Research	on	Coastal	Prairie	
Sources	of	Data:	
1.  Bartolome,	Stroud,	and	Heady	1980	(RDM,	composi3on,	

herbaceous	produc3on)	
2.  Jackson	and	Bartolome	2002	(RDM)	
3.  Bartolome	et	al.	2006	(RDM,	composi3on,	produc3on,	erosion)	
4.  Hayes	2000-2011+	(composi3on)	
5.  Ford	et	al.	2007-2010	(RDM,	bare	ground,	composi3on,	thatch)	
6.  Horney	2013-2017	(RDM,	bare	ground)	
7.  Barry	2018	(ca[le	produc3on)	
8.  Claassen	2018	(ca[le	produc3on)	
9.  Salls	et	al.	2018	(RDM,	erosion)	
10. Point	Blue	2018	(soil	health	indicators)	
11. Others--State	Parks,	PRNS,	East	Bay	(RDM,	composi3on,	

herbaceous	produc3on)	



Research	on	Coastal	Prairie	
Bartolome,	Stroud,	and	Heady	1980	(RDM,	composi3on,	
herbaceous	produc3on)—California	Coast	Range	



Research	on	Coastal	Prairie	
Hayes	and	Holl	2003	(composi3on)—Swanton	Pacific	Ranch	



Research	on	Coastal	Prairie	

Ford,	Rao,	and	Warner	2007-2010	(RDM,	bare	ground,	
composi3on,	thatch)—Swanton	Pacific	Ranch	



Research	on	Coastal	Prairie	
Horney	2013-2017	(RDM,	bare	ground)—Swanton	Pacific	Ranch	



Research	on	Coastal	Prairie	

You’ll	be	hearing	today	from	these	sources:	

1.  Horney	2013-2017	(RDM,	bare	ground)	
2.  Barry	2018	(ca[le	produc3on)	
3.  Claassen	2018	(ca[le	produc3on)	
4.  Carey,	Point	Blue	2018	(soil	health	indicators)	
5.  O’Geen	



Next	Workshop	:	April	18,	2019	
-	How	conserva3on	requires	profitable	
ranches--	diversifica3on	within	the	ranch	
opera3on	and	ecosystem	services	
payments	
-	Current	Forum	Scholar,	Reid	Johnsen	

Central	Coast	Rangeland	Coali3on	


