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Ponds in Alameda County and Contra Costa Counties 
History

• Majority built between 1950s-1970s 
for livestock water

• Most designed and funded by NRCS 
(Soil Conservation Service)



Types of ponds

• Perennial
• Seasonal
• Emergent Vegetation
• Submergent Vegetation
• Springfed
• Rainfed
• Human-made
• Very Few “natural”



An Incidental Benefit
Livestock ponds built for cattle now provide important habitat for 
many species
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Replacement Habitat

• Historical habitat
• Slow-moving creeks
• Wetlands

• More habitat now because of 
livestock ponds?



Livestock Use Today
• Species Compatibility
• Critical during drought
• Grazing distribution
• Back up for livestock water systems



Ponds Today



What We Are Doing

• Working collaboratively with 
ranchers and partners

• Utilizing learned information 
to inform project-related 
decision making

• Funding
• Regulatory coordination
• Engineering to ensure 

longevity



Brief Overview of Process

Site assessment 
and feasibility at 
request of client 

Funding sources 
secured, 

permitting, & 
design

Implementation 
(August 31-
October 31)

Optional 
Monitoring



Contact Info:
Jackie Charbonneau
jackie.Charbonneau@usda.gov 
(925) 453-3864
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