Introduction to Livestock Ponds in
Alameda And Contra Costa Counties

2022 Central Coast Rangeland Coalition Fall 2022 Workshop




Ponds in Alameda County and
History

Majority built between 1950s-1970s
for livestock water

Most designed and funded by NRCS
(Soil Conservation Service)

Contra Costa Counties
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Dams are needed in winter,
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YES SIR, because on steep range-
lands runoff from heavy rains is
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Water Holgg__-for Cattle

Rancher William Brock-
man, leff, and A.G. Carns,
Soil Conservation Service
technician, check conser-
vation farm plan at rim
of $1000, three-acre-foot
stock pond east of Liver-
more. Dam has 4000 cubic
yard fill, serves 300 acres
and waters 50 cows and
200 sheep.

Along with new ponds come miles
of access roads. These range “iree-
ways' shorten the travel time for
catile in reaching grasslands and
make for more uniform use of feed.
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Types of ponds

Perennial
Seasonal
Emergent Vegetation
Submergent Vegetation
Springfed
Rainfed
Human-made
Very Few “natura
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An Incidental Benefit

Livestock ponds built for cattle now provide important habitat for
many species




An Incidental
Benefit

6/3/2016 _ 4:50 PM

Livestock ponds built for cattle
now provide important habitat

for many species




Replacement Habitat

e Historical habitat
* Slow-moving creeks
 Wetlands
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Livestock Use Today

* Species Compatibility

* Critical during drought

* @Grazing distribution

Back up for livestock water systems




Ponds Today




What We Are Doing

* Working collaboratively with
ranchers and partners

e Utilizing learned information
to inform project-related
decision making

* Funding

* Regulatory coordination

* Engineering to ensure
longevity




Brief Overview of Process

, Funding sources ,
Site assessment Implementation

sec.ur.ed, (August 31- |v|0pt.|onfal
per;mt?mg, & October 31) onitoring
esign

and feasibility at
request of client
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