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WHAT IS IT?

 The Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) is a program under 
the Farm Bill.

 Intended to financially reward 
producers for good land 
stewardship and encourages them 
to continue to adopt additional 
conservation activities to address 
resource concerns. 

 CSP is for producers who are 
passionate about conservation and 
environmental stewardship.



WHAT IS IT?

 Contracts are for 5 years, with the option 
to renew after 

 Payments are to maintain the existing 
level of conservation and determined by 
an NRCS assessment of existing 
stewardship at the time of enrollment

 Additional payments to implement 
conservation activities

 Minimum $4000 yearly payment ($20,000 
over 5 years), Maximum $200,00 over 5 
years

 Eligible lands include private and tribal 
agricultural lands, cropland, grassland, 
pastureland, rangeland, and 
nonindustrial private forest land 



CSP Logistics – Assessment



Rangeland Example 
Wildlife Focus

• Client has been working with 
us since 2017 – started as a 
“Beginning Rancher”

• Successful completion of 
three extensive EQIP 
contracts in Alameda County 
and one in San Mateo 
County addressing multiple 
resource concerns, most 
notably wildlife habitat and 
livestock water.



Entire Operation:
7,096 Acres

County Acres Private/Public?

Alameda 870 Private

Alameda 1238 Public

Alameda 322 Private

Alameda 589 Private

Alameda 58 Public

Alameda 789 Public

Alameda 695 Public

Napa 2411 Public



CSP Logistics – Assessments Tools

• Assessments need to be done on entire 
operation

• Definitely need to spend time with your 
NRCS planner



Upland Wildlife Habitat (E645D):
2,270 Acres County Acres Private/Public?

Alameda 870 Private

Alameda 1238 Public

Alameda 322 Private

Alameda 589 Private

Alameda 58 Public

Alameda 789 Public

Alameda 695 Public

Napa 2411 Public



Required Measures

• Planned Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide score will exceed 0.5
• No nitroguanidine neonicotinoids 
• No insecticides allowed from February 1 – September 30th

• Insecticides
• Herbicides 
• Rodenticides
• Toxic or suffocating gases
• Capped Pipes

• Escape ramps/Water Accessibility
• Disturbance
• Monitoring



Monitoring Requirements
• Properties in excess of 2,000 acres require one 

location per 1,000 acres for each plant community 
present. Total monitoring requirements not to 
exceed 18 occurrences for every 2,000 acres, 
regardless of number or plant communities or crop 
types.

• 2700 acres
• 2 plant communities
• 6 monitoring points total



Monitoring:
Wildlife Cameras & 
eDNA (& more)



Grazing Management 
Enhancements
• Need to have a grazing plan in place before 

enhancements are scheduled/implemented

• If no grazing plan in place, then plan Prescribed 
Grazing practice first, or in conjunction with first 
grazing management enhancement*

       *Depends on the enhancement*

• Pay attention to what is in the NRCS criteria, 
documentation and implementation requirements – 
CRITERIA & DELIVERABLES are key

• Many require a Certified Professional in Range 
Management, or some type of equivalent prior to 
implementation 

• Goal is to make adjustments to current grazing system 
- that is what we are paying on for enhancements (not 
for just the status quo)



Grazing Management Examples – (there are many more than this) 
Herd Health, Rangeland Health

• 528Q – Body Conditioning Score 
– Monthly! *

• 528A – Maintaining quantity 
and quality of forage for animal 
health and productivity - 
NUTBAL

• E528N – Improved grazing 
management through 
monitoring activities *

• E528L - Prescribed grazing that 
improves or maintains riparian 
and watershed function-
erosion*

*Grazing management plan required for these enhancements*
Read and discuss the enhancement requirements!!



Final Thoughts

• Why this Client is a good fit for CSP

• Really understand what you are 
signing up for and don’t over-
commit

• Put in the initial work with your 
NRCS Planner to think about 
enhancements that would work for 
you

• Deliverables
• Not things that are already 

being done (can’t fake it)
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