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New Aerial Survey Identifies More Than
100 Million Dead Trees in California

VALLEJO, Calif., Nov. 18,2016 - The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) announced today that the U.S. Forest Service has identified
an additional 36 million dead trees across California since its last

Press Release
Release No. 0246.16

aerial survey in May 2016. This brings the total number of dead trees Contact:

since 2010 to over 102 million on 7.7 million acres of California's Office of Communications
drought stricken forests. In 2016 alone, 62 million trees have died, (202) 720-4623
representing more than a 100 percent increase in dead trees across press@oc.usda.gov

the state from 2015. Millions of additional trees are weakened and
expected to die in the coming months and years.

With public safety as its most pressing concern, the U.S. Forest Service has committed significant
resources to help impacted forests, including reprioritizing $43 million in California in fiscal year 2016
to conduct safety-focused restoration along roads, trails and recreation sites. However, limited
resources and a changing climate hamper the Forest Service's ability to address tree mortality in
California. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Forest Service officials are seriously hampered not
only by short-term budgets passed by Congress, but also a broken budget for the Forest Service that
sees an increasing amount of resources going to firefighting while less is invested in restoration and
forest health, said Vilsack.

"These dead and dying trees continue to elevate the risk of wildfire, complicate our efforts to respond
safely and effectively to fires when they do occur, and pose a host of threats to life and property across
California," said Vilsack. "USDA has made restoration work and the removal of excess fuels a top
priority, but until Congress passes a permanent fix to the fire budget, we can't break this cycle of
diverting funds away from restoration work to fight the immediate threat of the large unpredictable
fires caused by the fuel buildups themselves."
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