
Ramona  Ranch Vineyard & Winery
Certified Sustainable since 2016
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Handcrafted,  artisan wines made the old-fashioned way at Ramona Ranch
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Ramona has a Mediterranean 
climate with warm year round 
daytime temperatures and cool 
year round night temperatures. 
This includes high day to night 
changes in temperature, perfect 
for growing grapes and 
agritourism guests.
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Four Types of Farming:

- Conventional – more traditional and considered “standard,” generally use synthetic 
and mechanical controls (i.e. chemicals & tractors); focus on the outputs.

- Organic – practices which involve ‘soft’ chemicals, and encourage biodiversity and 
natural ecosystems, focus on the inputs (non-GMO, no synthetic chemical 
applications – no fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, instead rely on natural 
alternatives).

- Biodynamic – follow holistic biodiverse systems using indigenous materials;  focus 
on the closed system from a spiritual and astrological perspective.

- Sustainable Winegrowing – monitoring and thresholding systems to improve 
outcomes in a mindful manner; focus on the treatment of the land, environment, 
community and more to minimize effect of winemaking on the environment.  
Balance of conservation, preservation, social responsibility and economic 
feasibility.

Certified California Sustainable Vineyard and Winery (CCSW): This certification was developed by the Wine Institute and the 
California Association of Winegrape Growers (CAWG). There are over one hundred criteria for the certification that fall into three 
main categories: environmental soundness, economic feasibility and social equality. For you to get certified, a third party must
conduct an audit. They will check metrics in water and energy use, greenhouse gas emissions and nitrogen use

http://winefolly.com/tutorial/beyond-organic-certified-sustainable-wine/


In simplest terms, organic winemakers are focused on a purer process — less 
exposure to chemicals. Sustainable winemakers place a priority on being 
environmentally friendly, socially responsible and economically sound. 

Biodynamic wine creators make organic wines using farming processes that 
align with the lunar calendar and involve specific soil treatments.*.

Ra
m

on
a 

Ra
nc

h 
W

in
er

y

*Source:  https://www.marketviewliquor.com/blog/difference-organic-
wines-sustainable-wines-biodynamic-wines/
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CSWA Mission

The long-term mission for the Sustainable 
Winegrowing Program includes:

Establishing voluntary high standards of 
sustainable practices to be followed and 
maintained by the entire wine community

Enhancing winegrower-to-winegrower and 
vintner-to-vintner education on the importance of 
sustainable practices and how self-governing will 
enhance the economic viability and future of the 
wine community

Demonstrating how working closely with 
neighbors, communities and other stakeholders to 
maintain an open dialogue can address concerns, 
enhance mutual respect, and accelerate results
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Code Workbook
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“California is the world’s fourth 
largest wine producer, 
amplifying the importance and 
impact of the industry’s high 
level of adoption of sustainable 
practices, as demonstrated by 
data included in the report,” 
said Allison Jordan, CSWA 
Executive Director. “These 
practices improve resource 
efficiency and wine quality, 
reduce risks and, in many cases, 
reduce costs, while contributing 
to a healthier environment, 
stronger communities and 
vibrant businesses.” 

The California Sustainable Winegrowing Alliance (CSWA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization incorporated in 2003 by Wine Institute and the California Association 
of Winegrape Growers. CSWA’s mission is to encourage adoption of sustainable 
winegrowing practices and communicate the California wine industry’s global 
leadership through education, outreach, certification and partnerships.
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Sustainability is Complex!
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• Wind Turbine
• Solar Panels
• Back-up Batteries
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Wild Life Classes Education Hospitality
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Responsive to the needs and interests of society-at-large 
(Socially Equitable)

To place the concept of sustainability into the context of 
winegrowing, the program defines sustainable winegrowing as 

growing and winemaking practices that are sensitive to the 
environment (Environmentally Sound)

Economically feasible to implement and maintain (Economically 
Feasible). 

The vision of the Sustainable Winegrowing Program is the long-
term sustainability of the California wine community.
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What is California Sustainable Winegrowing – a brief video



Come for a Visit & Taste the Difference
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Thank      
you!

Teri & 
Micoleu
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https://www.sustainablewinegrowing.org/
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RESOURCES
CSWA strives to provide the most pertinent and helpful information to California winegrape growers and vintners. A key part of 
CSWA’s mission is to provide educational materials and resources that will enhance sustainable practices throughout the state. 
This section of our website aims to deliver important resources in a user friendly manner.

The Resource Library offers a platform for searching or browsing tools and publications on key sustainable winegrowing topics.

The CSWA Publications page includes educational guides and handouts for growers and vintners covering topics such as winery 
water management, biodiversity, and greenhouse gas emissions.

The Sustainability Reports page includes statewide reports from as far back as 2004 to benchmark the adoption of sustainable 
practices in California. 

The Economic Tools page includes tools that allow growers and vintners to assess the costs and benefits of adopting specific 
sustainable practices. 

The Newsletters page includes recent and past editions of the monthly Down to Earth Newsletter, profiling vineyards and 
wineries and highlighting industry best practices.

The Educational Videos page hosts a series of short videos highlighting best practices throughout the industry. Many of the 
videos available have been produced in partnership with PG&E and focus on energy conservation.

The Grower & Vintner Resources page links to web resources with the most relevant resources for each section listed under 
"Key Resources & Tools."

The Case Studies page provides practical examples of sustainable practices being implemented across the state.



•Produce the best quality winegrapes and wine possible

•Provide leadership in protecting the environment and conserving natural resources

•Maintain the long-term viability of agricultural lands

•Support the economic and social wellbeing of farm and winery employees

•Respect and communicate with neighbors and community members; respond to their concerns in a considerate 
manner

•Enhance local communities through job creation, supporting local business and actively working on important 
community

•Honor the California wine community's entrepreneurial spirit

•Support research and education as well as monitor and evaluate existing practices to expedite continual 
improvements
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Values - This program is guided by the following set of sustainability values:



Water Efficiency: 82% of growers used micro-irrigation systems to target irrigation, 
optimize water use and conservation. 

Energy Efficiency: 90% of growers reduced energy use through water pump 
improvements, the largest energy saving opportunity in the vineyard. 

Pest Management: 83% of growers used cultural practices to naturally manage pests, 
reducing need for pesticides. 

Soil Health: 99% of growers used resident vegetation, cover crops and/or compost.

Employees: 89% of vintners encouraged employees to provide suggestions for 
improving operational efficiency to enhance sustainability.

Neighbors: 99% of growers provided neighbors with contact information and responded 
to community concerns.

Wildlife: 91% of growers allowed growth of resident or native vegetation to protect local 
water bodies and positively impact surrounding community.

Contribution: 94% of vintners volunteered or provided other contributions to enhance 
their local community.

Recent reports shows that a vast majority of the state’s vintners and growers 
are taking action to protect wildlife, positively contributing to their communities 
and encouraging employees to become engaged in enhancing sustainability. 
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Ramona Ranch is where agriculture and tourism meet to provide an 
amazing educational experience.
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