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Housekeeping
• Welcome

• EDC Master Gardeners, are volunteers trained by
   the University of California (90 hours training).

• The Master Gardener goal: educate our community about
  research-based horticulture.

• Sign in, Handout, Upcoming Class Schedule & Evaluation
  Form.

• Publications for sale.

• Our timetable/break/restrooms.

• Donations (help fund Sherwood Demonstration Garden).
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Class Objectives
Review your available space.

Plan and develop your garden. 

Review planting options.

Maximize harvest. 

Integrating edibles into your landscape.
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Topics For 
Today

1. Site Selection

2. Design Alternatives

3. Site Preparation

4. Planting

5. Maintenance

    Questions
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1. Site Selection

Location   Location   Location!!!

East to West    Best Exposure

6 to 8 Hours of Sun

Easy Accessibility to hose outlet, tools, etc.

Close Proximity to your house
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2. Design Alternatives 
Set a Budget

• How much do you want to
  spend?

In Ground
 
Garden Box

• Wood, brick, sandbags
• Beds 3’ wide 1’ deep

Straw Bale
• Joel Karsten
• bale conditioning 2 weeks

Integrate with Landscape
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2. Design Alternatives (Cont’d)
Containers:

• Light color pot best
• Clay, plastic, fiber, ceramic
• Must have drain holes
• Sizes:

Cucumber – 24” pot

Peppers – 18” pot

Tomatoes – Dtr (18” pot) Indtr (24” pot)

Zucchini – 24” pot 

Eggplant – 18” pot
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3. Site Preparation

Drainage
• Dig hole, fill with water,
   wait ½ hour

Soil Condition
• Clay, loam, sandy
• pH 5.5 - 7 
• Soil test, lab or kit 

Planting Mix
• Prepackaged or bulk
• 1/3 peat moss, 1/3 
   compost, 1/3 vermiculite

• L x W x H = Cu. Ft.
• Cu. Ft. / 27 = Cu. Yards
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3. Site Preparation (Cont’d)
Amendments

• Compost 
• Decomposed leaves

Fertilization
• Avoid heavy nitrogen
• Manure let stand for 2-3
  weeks before planting
 

Watering Options
• Water by hose, bucket
• Wand - 5 gallons per min.
   depending on water
   pressure

• Drip, soaker hose
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4. Planting

Last Freeze Date?
• Planting guide
• EDH April 15

Provide Protection from Cold
• Row covers, walls of water

Plant Selection
• What do you want to grow?
• MG Plant Sale – April 15

Perennial vs Annual Plants
• Berries, artichoke, asparagus
• Lettuce, tomatoes, etc.
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4. Planting (cont’d)

Start from Seed or Buy Plants?
• Seed requires time and patience
• Space for nursery
• Buy good quality plants
  

Microgreens
• Fastest crop you will grow
• Grown indoors
• Harvest leaves within weeks
• Harvest leaves when 1 to 1 ½ inches tall
• Grown year round 
• Vegetables, herbs and flowers
• Harvest with scissors just above soil
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4. Planting (cont’d)

  
Maximize Food Production

• Bush type varieties
• Vegetables that produce multiple
   crops

Plan Placement According to Height
• Taller plants on north side 

Layout Watering System at Planting Time
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4. Planting (cont’d)

  

  

 

2017 AAS Award Winner

Described as an 18” 
determinant plant that 
produces 100 tomatoes per 
plant.

2017
3 plants: 24”, 32” and 52” 
tall.  Combined pick 2,548 
tomatoes. 

2018
3 plants: All 36” tall.
Combined pick 1,431 
tomatoes.

2019 
2 plants: Both 36” tall.
Combined pick 1,150 
tomatoes.
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2020
1 plant: 32” picked 1,108 tomatoes. 

2021
2 plants: Both 36” tall.
Combined pick 1,513 tomatoes.

2022
1 plant: 36” tall, picked 309 tomatoes
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4. Planting (cont’d)

Provide Support, Cages, etc.
• Construction wire cages, 6” hole spacing,
   24” in diameter

• Cukes, squash & melons grown vertically to save
   space 

Square Foot Garden
• Mel Bartholomew
• Intensive gardening method
 

Keep a Detailed Planting Journal by Year 
• What worked, what didn’t
• What was planted where   
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Gardening Journal for 2023
Watering Schedules:
Front Yard: S M W F
Backyard: S M W F 
Backyard Lawn:  M W F  Run time 8 minutes per cycle two cycles.

2023 Garden Production:
Zuke's  3 plants = 84
Potatoes (Yukon Gold) = 5 plants yielded 15 pounds, largest potato 11 oz.
Tomatoes:
Patio Red 1 plant = 43
Sugar Rush (red small) 2 plant = 1445
Siletz (red)  2 plants = 107 
Apricots: no output this year.
Yellow Patio Tomato did not make ot this year.
Nectarines: no output this year.

London trip. Started all veggies late. Seeds in early May.

Grew onions in the shade box.  Did okay. Plant them farther away from water source. Onions doing good.
Boxes are staying moist with watering 4 days a week. 

Doing a sugar rush espalier this year, so far so good. Plant is 12’ wide and 5 ‘ tall.

Lawn just now starting to show signs of recovery.  Next year start watering while grass is still green.  Tried 3 days 
per week 8 minutes per cycle, two cycles. 
Zoysia grass update.  Last year’s plugs doing well. Filling in nicely. Takes about 3 years for fill-in.

Dug up the hummingbird flowers, gave some away and planted about 20 in the hummingbird garden. They did 
really well, looking forward to next year.

Bluebirds: 5th year.  5 eggs in nest box. All five hatched and fledged. Additional 5 eggs, all hatched and fledged. 
Good year. Last 6 years nurtured 24 new bluebirds. Put up bird house in 2018. 
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5. Maintenance

Check Irrigation System Regularly
• Buy pressure compensating drips
• Drips will sometimes stop
• Animals like to chew on hoses
 

Keep Weeds Out
• Uses plant food and water

Mulch Plants
• Keeps soil cool and moist 
• Keeps weeds from germinating
• 3” grass, straw or etc.
• Keep 6” from plant trunk
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5. Maintenance

 Protect Plants from Wildlife
• Bird Netting

• Plant Sunflowers nearby to keep
  the Goldfinches from eating your
  plant leaves
 

• Use hardware cloth, screen or barrier on
  bottom of garden boxes to keep out voles
  or other small animals
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An Old Chinese Proverb:

If you wish to be happy for a few hours, drink wine until your head spins pleasantly;

If you wish to be happy for a few days, get married and hide away;

If you wish to be happy for a week, roast a pig and have a feast;

If you wish to be happy all your life, become a gardener.
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Follow up Survey

The Master Gardener’s will be 
requesting your email address to allow 

the UCCE to send you a survey (usually 
two months after the class) that when 

completed will provide us with feedback 
on your success in implementing the 

information from this class.
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References

University of California, California Master
             Gardener Handbook, Chapter 14. 

American Horticultural Society Illustrated 
             Encyclopedia of Gardening, Gardening
             In Small Spaces, pages 29 and 107.
             (Slides 9 and10).
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UCCE Master Gardeners 
of El Dorado County 

Office: 311 Fair Lane, Placerville
Office Hours: 9:00 am to Noon, Tues. - Fri
Contact Information: Phone 530-621-5512
Email: mgeldorado@ucdavis.edu
Website: ucanr.edu/sites/EDC_Master_Gardeners

Interested in becoming a Master Gardener?
Complete the Master Gardener Training Interest 
Online Form (on our website). 



Thank You !

Any Questions ? 
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