
take trees for protection, anchorage
and support. 

For more information about tree planting and staking, refer to ANR publication #8046 available for free downloading at
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu, or consult a certified arborist.

Funding for this project made possible from the Elvenia J. Slosson Endowment Fund.

Cut off excess
stake at 2 to 3
inches above
the ties.

TREE CARETREE CARE

Proper staking instructions:  

◗ Support the tree by moving fingers
upward along tree trunk. 

◗ Once tree is upright, place ties 
6" above fingers.

◗ Remove nursery stake. 

◗ Trees should not be staked if 
they do not require protection 
or support.

Proper 
Staking

Proper 
Staking

Proper
Planting

Proper 
Planting

roper planting = a healthy tree.

Prepare site:  

◗ Break up compacted or layered soil.  

◗ Roughen the sides of planting hole to 
avoid glazing.

◗ Backfill with native soil.

◗ Water, and allow to 
settle for 2 weeks 
prior to planting.

Remove any shoots 
up to 6" above soil

Spread thin layer of coarse 
organic matter (mulch) kept 
3" away from trunk

Dig hole at least twice the 
diameter of container with 
slightly sloping sides

Rest root ball on firm soil 
to avoid settling

Plant slightly higher than 
grown in nursery

Water basin

Keep competing
plant material 
1' away from tree trunk

Fill with original soil

Proper planting
instructions

P

S

Maintain lower 
temporary branches

until they reach a
3/4" diameter and

then remove.  

Nursery stake
should be removed

at planting.



TREE CARETREE CARE

1 year later
The topped tree is stubbed and
only a remnant of a lovely tree
remains. 

3 years later
Vigorous upright sprouts
emerge. Sprouts are weakly
attached and prone to break-
age. They are abnormal, grow
rapidly, and cause the tree to
lose its natural shape.

6 years later
A topped tree is as tall as the
pruned tree yet far bushier and
more prone to limb failure than
originally. 

THINNING AND CROWN

REDUCTION, YES!

BEFORE PRUNING

Mature Tree
Pruning 

Mature Tree
Pruning 

For more information about tree planting and staking, refer to ANR publication #8046 available for free downloading at
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu, or consult a certified arborist.

Funding for this project made possible from the Elvenia J. Slosson Endowment Fund.

Do not leave stubs.
Stubs allow pest and
diseases to invade.  

TOPPING, NO!

runing mature trees properly for best tree health:
◗ Removes dying, diseased or injured wood.

◗ Removes crossing or crowded branches.

◗ Restructures tree shape.

◗ Reduces tree height.

Do Not Top Trees! Instead:
◗ Start out right by planting

trees that will fit your avail-
able space at maturity.  

◗ Prune young trees for 
structure and form during 
the first 3 – 5 years.

◗ To slow growth, avoid nitrogen fertilizer.

◗ Prune properly and regularly. 

Dead branch

A

A

B

B

C

C
D

D

X

Living branch

Branch collar

Branch collar

Branch 
bark ridge

P
Do not cut
along line C-X

Thinning 
vs. Topping

Thinning 
vs. Topping

1 year later
If pruned properly, corrective
thinning and crown reduction
cuts occur but beauty and form
are retained. 

3 years later
Growth of thinned branches is
spread evenly throughout
canopy, maintaining its natural
shape.

6 years later
A properly pruned tree is safer
with strongly attached branches,
more beautiful in form and its
size better controlled.   

When severely
pruned, a tree

branch will form
many vigorous

upright sprouts.
These sprouts

are weakly
attached and

look unsightly
over time.  

1) Cut part way through the 
branch at A

2) Cut it off at B

3) Make the final cut along C-D.  

Proper pruning 
principles:

◗ Use thinning cuts 
instead of topping 
by cutting back to 
lateral branches or 
to the trunk.

◗ Make cuts just outside 
of the branch collar. 

◗ Avoid large cuts.

◗ Do not use sealer.

◗ To remove large limbs
use a 3-saw cut: 



For more information about landscape trees, refer to http://www.anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu or www.ipm.ucdavis.edu, or consult a
certified arborist. 

Funding for this project made possible from the Elvenia J. Slosson Endowment Fund.

TREE CARETREE CARETree
Selection

Tree 
Selection

Spider mites 
and webbing 

Anthracnose

Armillaria 
(mushrooms)

Borers
(adult and larva)

Scales

Redhumped 
caterpillarsAphids

Powdery mildew

hat will be the purpose 
or function of your tree?
Consider prior to selecting: 

Mature size and site conditions: 
◗ Look Up! Do not plant any tree that 

at maturity will come within 10' of 
a power line. 

◗ Avoid planting in close proximity to 
underground utilities.

◗ Plant 15' away from permanent 
structures.

NORTH

East

West

South

Trees provide 
habitat for 
wildlife

Fruit and nut trees provide
spring flowers, autumn

color and a harvest  

Trees provide privacy
and protection from

strong winds

Street trees provide
shade and reduce
reflective heat

Trees add curb appeal and
increase property values

Summer shade from
deciduous trees
placed on either
south or west sides
can lower utility cost
by 10- 15% and allow
for solar heating in
winter months

Tall Zone
60’ (20m)

Medium Zone
40’ (12m)

Low
Zone

20’ (6m)
or less

STREETWALKLAWN

Possible underground lines

HOUSE

50’ (15m)
16’ 

(4.5m)
16’ 

(4.5m)

Tall Zone: Tall or
large canopy tree.

Medium Zone: Trees no
taller than 40'.  Use to dec-
orate or frame a house.

Low Zone: Trees that are
suitable for placement
under powerlines and
are no taller that 20'.

Shape and form

COMMON KEY PESTS AND DISEASES

Colorful
flowers

Leaf shape or
fall color

Interesting
bark pattern

Remember there is no perfect tree. 
Select the best tree for the location.

Trees Live for Decades, Plant for Tomorrow. 

Tree placement:W

Personal preferences and aesthetics: 
◗ Consider tree characteristics such as

shape, bark patterns, leaf and flower color.

◗ Consider possible leaf and flower litter.

◗ Select a tree that will fit your 
personal taste and landscape needs.

Pest and disease resistance:
Trees vary in pest and disease resistance.

◗ Select trees that have known resistance
to key local pests.

◗ Examine trees regularly for pests.  

◗ Do not plant species highly susceptible
to root and crown diseases in poorly
drained soil.


