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1.7M67K 50K 2244+

More than 67,000 people 

participated

1,700,000 observations were made 50,000+ species were found 2244+ rare / endangered / 

threatened species documented!

445 Cities



City Nature Challenge
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Connect people to their 
local nature in 

urban/metro areas

Connect 
people to each 
other: build 
community in 
person & 
online around 
local nature

Collect urban 
biodiversity 

data that are 
available to 

managers & 
scientists

Grow volunteer 
biodiversity 
documentation 
globally

Have fun through 
some friendly 

competition! (Or 
through collaborating 

with people around 
the world!)



Connect people to their local nature



Western Bobcat (Lynx rufus)

Calgary, AB, Canada
The families in this 

neighborhood got a close-
up lesson on the food 

chain & bobcat behavior 
when this individual 

caught & ate a jackrabbit 
in a backyard - spending 

6+ hours there!

iNaturalist user joolzincalgary



Lingulodinium polyedra

San Diego, CA, USA
Bioluminescent dinoflagellate & 

night surfing 

Tim Fallon



Prague, Czech Republic

“It was such a fantastic way to learn more about the 

plants and animals that I see often, but couldn't 

name and didn't know anything about. It was also 

great to connect with other people in my area 

participating in the City Nature Challenge.”

Build community around nature

San Francisco, CA, USA 

“[The best part of the City Nature Challenge was] 

Working with others, in person and virtually, to put 

together a picture of biodiversity in our 

environment. It also made me a much more 

knowledgeable observer of nature around me.”



650+ papers published using iNaturalist data in 2021

Collect data for science & management









White-spotted Slimy Salamander (Plethodon cylindraceus)

Washington, D.C., USA
First record in Arlington 

County since 1977; found 
by a high school student 

Luca Catanzaro



Epidendrum radioferens orchid

Guajiquiro, Honduras

First record of this 
species in Honduras on 
both iNaturalist & GBIF

Danny Javier Cruz López



Observations uploaded per week to iNaturalist 

CNC 2016

CNC 2018

CNC 2017

CNC 2019 CNC 2020
CNC 2021

CNC 2022

Grow biodiversity documentation globally





Rio Branco, Brazil

“I like CNC because the event is an opportunity 

to work and have fun with tens of thousands 

of people around the world, with something 

common to everyone, biodiversity, life.”

Daniela Cossio

Have fun!

2023 City Nature Challenge: April 28 - May 1



2016-2022 City Nature Challenge: California

24,017 Observers
563,772 Observations 
10,949 Species

7 Participating regions: 
● 24 counties
● 17 of the largest 20 cities by 

population



Bringing Community-collected Data to Decision-making



Snapshot Cal Coast

Community working together to document the biodiversity of the 
California Coast from Del Norte to San Diego using iNaturalist
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THANK YOU!

calacademy.org/community-science

citynaturechallenge.org

@alisonkestrel

@kestrel


