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Where is Meeks Meadow? 
Dáʔaw (Lake Tahoe) is 

the center of the 

Wašíˑšiw ʔítde (Washoe 

homelands)



Washoe Presence in Meeks Meadow
The Tahoe Basin is an extension of the Washoe people. Meeks Meadow 

provided the Washoe with food, medicine, and basketry material. 

1880’s: Logging in the Basin began. Logging was followed by erosion, dense 

forest regrowth, and native meadow vegetation was displaced. 

1930’s: Washoe people were relocated to designated reservations, and denied 

access to traditional lands and practices at Lake Tahoe. 

Washoe management of Meeks Meadow included activities such 

as, pruning, thinning, and periodic burning to keep the meadow 

open and encourage desirable vegetation.  

1850-1870’s: European-American arrived in the Tahoe Basin 

and began using Meeks Meadow for grazing. The Washoe 

population was displaced as there was less availability of land use 

and resources.

1930-1970’s: Without Washoe presence in the meadow, 

continued fire suppression, conifer invasion of the meadow 

increases, reducing native meadow vegetation, wildlife habitat, and 

changing meadow hydrology. 

1980-1990’s: Conifer invasion of Meeks meadow continues, despite attempts 

by the USFS to remove trees. A slash pile burn burned a large part of the 

meadow in 1995, but conifer invasion continued. 

1998: LTBMU and Washoe Tribe sign MOA regarding the 

operation of Meeks Bay and the co-management of Meeks 

Meadow. 

1928: Meeks Bay was developed as a resort.  The present 

Highway 89 bridge was constructed. 

2000’s: The Washoe Tribe’s continued involvement with the bay and 

meadow, has resulted in conifer removal test plots, plant surveys, and 

monitoring.
2010’s: LTBMU begins planning efforts for a major conifer 

removal and prescribed burn at Meeks Meadow (in line with 

Washoe traditional practices). 

2016: The Washoe Tribe receives Federal and State funding to complete 

planning for the implementation of Meeks Meadow restoration project. 

1960: The mouth of Meeks Creek was dredged to create a marina and wetlands 

were filled.  

Present





Nanolwaʔ (nan-hole-wah)

Golden current (Ribes aureum)
Šuwetɨk (shu-wet-uk)

Serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia)

Ćamdu (tz-ahm-do)

Chokecherry

(Prunus virginiana)

Culutrally Significant Plants Found in Meeks Meadow

Ćamdu (tz-ahm-do)

Chokecherry (Prunus virginiana)
Pećumeliʔ (petz-umel-eeh)

Woods rose (Rosa woodsii)



Why this Stewardship Agreement Important 
for Indigenous Peoples? 

• Empowerment derived from Co-Management

• Development of Wetlands, Conservation plans, Integrating Traditional 
Washoe stewardship techniques and models as well as other traditional 
methods for protection and conservation 

• Inventory of resources with Washoe Elders to determine which resources 
that under Washoe Stewardship principles must be present as indicative of 
meadow health

• Identification of less alternative methods for protecting and restoring the 
project area, emphasizing the aboriginal methods of the Washoe Tribe



Importance of including Indigenous Knowledge Systems in Land 
Management  and in collaboration with Federal Agencies

• Allows for the Tribe to manage 
aboriginal lands in a historical and 
cultural manner

• Include the Washoe community in 
restoration work days instills a sense of 
responsibility, belonging, and 
stewardship of the traditional Washoe 
Homelands

• This project serves as template for 
increased Tribal involvement  in the 
Lake Tahoe Basin, working 
collaboratively with federal, state, and 
local agencies



Barriers
• Covid-19

• Communication and scheduling conflicts

• Mutual respect

• Capacity and Staff overturn

• Incorporation of TEK
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ʔuwaʔáŋawi



Questions? 


