
 

 
 
 
4-H Grows Here: Business Partnership Toolkit 
 
This toolkit is meant to help you raise money for your county 4-H through a business partnership 
initiative. A business partnership is an agreement with a local business to donate at a designated level to 
your county 4-H. The idea is to create an ongoing partnership and an annualized donation. We’ve 
provided all the tools needed to build a business partnership and streamline donation requests.  
 
Materials include: set donation levels and business incentives, tips and step-by-step guide to help you 
easily and efficiently request donations, examples and leave behind tools.  
 
Businesses are always looking for ways to improve, or boost, their corporate philanthropy, and corporate 
social responsibility campaigns. Your county 4-H programs can be the beneficiary of that philanthropy if 
you reach out and ask!  
 

Steps to forming a business partnership  
Before the Ask: START HERE 

Step 1:  

Create a list.  

Brainstorm a list of businesses you have a connection with. Begin with business owners and decision 
makers who you are already familiar with, and who are dedicated to your county 4-H programs. This 
could include a friend, volunteer, or member who is a business owner, or a business who has donated in 
the past. Ask yourself, “how can I get connected with this business? Who do I know?” Try to gather the 
name, email address and mailing address for the businesses you want to ask to partner. 

Step 2:  

Write your donor letter.  

This should outline who you are and why you are asking for a business partnership. A sample donor 
letter and blank letterhead is provided in this toolkit. Feel free to use content from the sample in your 
own letter.  

 

During the Ask 
Step1: 

Use your list to start making your ask.  

Call, set appointments, and mail the provided flier with donation form and your donor letter referred to 
above.  

 
Know they might say no. People are going to push back. People are going to want to think things 



 

through. And some people will say no. Prepare for all eventualities and know how 
you want to handle them. 

Be as transparent as possible. The clearer and more concise you can be about 
what the money will be used for, the better. Let them know that you’re hoping to 
annualize their donation.  

 

Business Partnership 
You did it! You have an agreement. The next steps are very important for building and keeping the 
partnership.  

Step 1: 

Say thank you. 

Your donors need to know that you’re grateful. Show gratitude by sending them a thank you/welcome 
letter. This is also your opportunity to formally welcome them to their new 4-H partnership. A sample 
thank you/welcome letter and blank letterhead is provided in this toolkit.  

Step 2: 

Ensure their incentives are received.  

Inform them when incentives are implemented. Refer to the donation levels and incentive flier for 
examples of incentives that will need to be implemented. Sample social media and newsletter posts are 
provided in this toolkit. 

Step 3: 

Offer other ways to get involved.  

Engage your donors. Ask if they want to volunteer. See if they want to be part of your membership 
program. Invite them to events. Your relationship shouldn’t end with the initial partnership agreement. 
Keep the dialogue open. Follow up with your donors by sharing updates and letting them know what 
their gifts actually helped accomplish. Keep a database so that you can ask again next year.  

 

 

Reminder: All donations are processed through the California 4-H Foundation. If you have donation 
money sent directly to the California 4-H Foundation your donation will be processed more efficiently. 
Save time and money! Remember, 100% of that money will go toward your county’s 4-H programs. The 
California 4-H Foundation does NOT take any portion of the donation. Have donors make checks payable 
to California 4-H Foundation with your county name in the note section of the check.  

The address is: 
California 4-H Foundation 
UC Division of ANR 
2801 Second St. 
Davis, CA 95618 

Contents of The 4-H Grows Here: Business Partnership Tool Kit 
Toolkit Steps to an Ask 



 

Window Clings for business participation  
Informational flier with donation form 
Sample donation request letter  
Sample thank you/welcome letter 
Example social media posts and newsletter announcement 

 

 

For questions or additional resources contact Mary Ciricillo at mciricillo@ucanr.edu 

 
 


