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Master Gardeners

The University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) Master Gardener 
Program (MGP) is an educational program designed to teach and effectively extend 
information to address home gardening and non-commercial horticulture needs in 
California.

   E             a   a m  f   ’    v       f  g          a   Na   a  R         
(ANR). Master Gardener volunteers (MG volunteers) promote the application of 
basic environmentally appropriate horticultural practices through UCCE-organized 
educational programs that transfer research-based knowledge and information.
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Learning Goals

Educators will:

• Become familiar with the basic principles 
of designing a garden, including practical 
considerations.

• Understand that Riverside County Master 
Gardener volunteers are available to help 
guide a school or community garden 
team through this planning process.
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Why is This 
Important? 

Outdoor Learning 
Spaces Enhance 

Education!

California Department of Education Guidance:

• Outdoor learning is integrated with standards-based 
academic subjects and should be utilized as more 
than a stand-alone option.

• Outdoor learning increases academic learning and 
environmental literacy.

• Exposure to nature has social, emotional, and 
physical benefits for students and can provide 
alternative safe spaces for teaching and learning.

UCCE Master Gardener Program of Riverside County 4



UCCE Master Gardener Program of Riverside County 5



It’s All About Planning Before Planting

Master Gardeners are here to help 
guide you through this process!

• To receive our free consultation 
services this form must first be 
completed and submitted. It does not 
have to be a detailed description of 
your garden plan. Just enough 
information to give Master Gardeners 
a general idea of what you  want for 
the garden. 

• This form is available at  the Riverside 
County Master Gardener website.
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https://ucanr.edu/sites/RiversideMG/School_Childrens_Youth_Gardens/Consulting_Services_for_Schools/


Example of a Completed Request Form
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This Begins by Clarifying Your Goals
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Your completed Request Form provides some 
general ideas or even a “wish list” regarding 
grade levels or number of youth to be served 
and ideas on what to grow. 

• A Master Gardener consultant will work 
with you to drill further down into the 
desires and needs of the students, staff, 
and/or community who will be using the 
garden.

•     Ma     Ga      ’    p           g      
by the basic principles of garden design.



Garden Design Basics
• Social Information: Strive to understand the desires and needs 

of the people who will use the garden.

• Climate: Evaluate he overall climate, as well as microclimates on 
the site which influence the choices of suitable planting 
materials, the design of the irrigation system, and hardscape 
features.

• Site Analysis: Consider the nature of the site, its immediate 
surroundings, views, topology, and any natural or human made 
objects existing on the site.

• Materials: Determine the available materials and preferences.

• Budget: Establish the available resources of money, time, 
knowledge and skill. 

• Ordinances: Know what is permissible per school district, city, or 
county regulations.
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Consider a Variety of 
Options 

The Master Gardener will share an 
overview of  gardening options 
that address both the basics of 
garden design and meet the needs 
of your school or community.
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Typical to Most School and Community Gardens 
Are Raised Beds
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Move Beyond or Expand Upon Raised Beds 
by Growing a Layered Garden called a  Food Forest 
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Convert Traditional Landscape Areas
to Pollinator and Vegetable Beds
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Extend Growing Options Across a Greater Area 
of a Campus with Container Gardening
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Create Inviting Areas 
by Integrating Art into the Garden
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Include Inviting 
Learning Spaces in 

the Garden

• Outdoor seating provides an 
area to  introduce or provide 
closure for a garden activity.

• It also provides an 
alternative learning space 
for other academic learning.
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Plan for a Service and 
Storage Area

This must be planned in context with the 
site area intended for the garden.

• This area will provide a place for tools, 
composting, and clean-up so it needs to 
be conveniently located for use.

• It can be designed and constructed to 
blend with the overall garden setting and 
could include an instructional area and 
provide tables for additional work zones.
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Consider Including a 
Clean-Up Station 

and/or Garden Kitchen
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Site Analysis is a Critical First Step!

• Observe carefully to determine 
whether site conditions will be a 
deterrent or if they can be easily 
incorporated into a final garden 
design plan. 

• Consider preserving all the best 
natural and man-made resources 
on the site when possible. 

• Also determine if the site has easy 
access to a water source.
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Site Analysis Continued

This school chose two sites to develop

into edible gardens.

• Lawn area close to classrooms was dug 
up and replaced with raised beds.

• Landscape plants were removed from 
the existing cement beds for additional 
edible gardening.

• A storage area was located under a tree 
canopy near the enclosed planting bed.
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Microenvironmental 
Considerations 
Are Also Important
• These include:

• Low  places with cold air

• Rate of water drainage

• Exposure to or lack of sun 

• Wind

•         ’     m  a  a   p     a  
properties that affect plant growth
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Tennis court cloth was added as a barrier 
to block strong afternoon winds



Video: School Garden Learning Spaces
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKlpZDy5124


Dive Deeper
into

Planning a 
School or 

Community 
Garden

Check out these websites:

• Designing a School Garden PDF, California School 
Garden Network

• Nutrition/Outdoor Kitchens, Edible Schoolyard 
Project

• Education Outside Resources, Life Lab

• Getting Started With School Gardens, Center for 
Ecoliteracy

• National School Garden Network Webinar Series

• Resources for Building a School Garden, Nature 
Conservancy
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http://www.csgn.org/sites/default/files/GFL_5.pdf
https://edibleschoolyard.org/about-us
https://lifelab.org/2019/08/education-outside/
https://www.ecoliteracy.org/download/getting-started-school-gardens
https://sites.google.com/site/nationalschoolgardennetwork/networking
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/youth-engagement/nature-lab/school-garden-resources/


Explore 
Possible 
Funding 

Resources

Start with local organizations including your 
parent- teacher organization and other school 
partners.  Other possibilities include:

• California Farm to School Program

• Kids Gardening

• Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

• Project Learning Tree

• Seed Money

• School Garden Network

• Whole Kids Foundation

UCCE Master Gardener Program of Riverside County 24

https://cafarmtofork.cdfa.ca.gov/CaFarmtoSchoolProgram.htm
https://kidsgardening.org/garden-grants/
http://www.mwdh2o.com/inthecommunity/community-outreach
https://www.plt.org/resources/greenworks-grants/
https://seedmoney.org/apply/
http://www.csgn.org/grants
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/programs/get-schools-cooking-grant


Reach Out to  
Possible Partners 

to Provide 
Volunteers 

Start with local organizations 
including:

• Afterschool Programs

• Boy and Girl Scouts

• 4-H 

• Garden Clubs

• Master Gardeners

• Parent -Teacher Organization
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Resources

• California Master Gardener Handbook,  Second Edition, 2015

• Designing a School Garden and School Garden Design Elements PowerPoint, 
California School Garden Network

• UCCE Master Gardeners of Riverside County 

• UCCE Master Gardeners of Orange County

• Images: California Department of Education, Facilities; Creative Commons; 
Google Maps;  MZTeachuh blog;  Sacramento City Unified School District; UCANR

• Video: Out Teach Education
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http://www.csgn.org/csysg-trainer
https://ucanr.edu/sites/RiversideMG/School_Childrens_Youth_Gardens/
http://mgorange.ucanr.edu/About_Us/Projects/Schools/
https://twitter.com/cdefacilities
http://melanielinktaylor.mzteachuh.org/2015/02/sick-of-winter-plan-school-garden.html
https://www.scusd.edu/post/school-and-community-gardens


California Standards 
For the Teaching Professions

Standard 1: Engaging and Supporting All Students in Learning

• 1.3 Connecting subject matter to meaningful, real-life context

Standard 2: Creating and Maintaining Effective Environments for Student Learning 

• 2.2 Creating physical or virtual learning environments that promote student learning, 
reflect diversity, and encourage constructive and productive interactions among students

Standard 3: Understanding and Organizing Subject Matter for Student Learning

• 3.4 Utilizing instructional strategies that are appropriate to the subject matter 

• 3.5 Using and adapting resources, technologies, and standards-aligned instructional 
materials, including adopted materials, to make subject matter accessible to all students

UCCE Master Gardener Program of Riverside County 27



Gardening Questions?

• Email or Call the UCCE Master Gardeners of Riverside County

• Email Helpline

o anrmgriverside@ucanr.edu

• Riverside Master Gardeners Website

• E-mail: mgschoolgardens@gmail.com
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http://ucanr.org/sites/RiversideMG
mailto:mgschoolgardens@gmail.com

