
The Sonoma County Food Recovery Coalition 
(SCFRC) is a group of nonprofit organizations, 
government agencies, and individuals who are 
dedicated to creating a community where food 
is shared equitably and where there is a deeper 
understanding of the valuable resources that go 
into producing our food.

SCFRC’s vision is to reduce food waste 
in Sonoma County for greater community 
connectedness and resilience. We strive 
to reinvigorate the sharing ethic and 
strengthen community connections through:

Educating & fostering learning

Reducing food waste

Increasing food recovery

Better nourishing our community

REDUCING
WASTE

NOURISHING
PEOPLE

RESOURCES      
A broad network of organizations is working 
to reduce waste and promote the equitable 
distribution of food in Sonoma County. For more 
information about gleaning and food recovery 
programs, policy guidelines, and waste-
reduction tips for consumers, visit Sonoma 
County Food Recovery (SCFRC) at

sonomacountyfoodrecovery.com 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
DIRECTORY
To help coordinate food recovery efforts in 
Sonoma County, SCFRC launched an online 
food distribution directory in partnership with 
CropMobster, which works with communities 
to grow high-impact local food networks. The 
directory maps groups and organizations 
throughout Sonoma County that accept 
donations of food. Food donors can find a 
nearby food distribution organization by 
accessing the directory at

cropmobster.com/SCFRC

REDWOOD EMPIRE  
FOOD BANK
Helping individuals in need since 1987,  
the Redwood Empire Food Bank (REFB) is the 
largest hunger-relief organization serving north 
coastal California. In addition to accepting 
smaller donations, REFB will pick up food 
donations of 500 pounds or more. For more 
information, visit

refb.org

82,000 people face the 
threat of hunger daily  

in Sonoma County.

Nearly 1/4 of the water we 
consume in the US is used  
to grow food we don’t eat.

sonomacountyfoodrecovery.com

ABOUT
SCFRC

Thanks to the 
SCWMA for helping 

to publish this 
brochure.

Did you know that 
45,500 tons of food 
ends up in the  
Sonoma County 
landfill each year? 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/SCRFC/
http://cropmobster.com/SCFRC
http://refb.org
http://ucanr.edu/sites/SCRFC/


FOOD  
RECOVERY  
HIERARCHY
In 2015, the EPA and U.S.  
Department of Agriculture called  
for a 50% reduction in food waste  
by 2030. The EPA’s Food Recovery  
Hierarchy guides this goal. It  
prioritizes actions organizations  
can take, starting with reducing  
the overproduction of food.

Source Reduction
Reduce the volume of surplus food generated

Feed Hungry People
Donate extra food to food banks, soup kitchens & shelters

Feed Animals
Divert food scraps to animal feed

Landfill/ 
Incineration

Last resort to 
disposal

Composting
Create a nutrient-rich 

soil amendment

Industrial Uses
Provide waste oils for rendering & 

fuel conversion and food scraps for 
digestion to recover energy

M
ost Preferred

Least Preferred

If food waste were a 
country, it would be the 

3rd largest emitter of 
greenhouse gases globally. 

YOU CAN HELP
While millions face hunger daily, up to 40% 
of food produced in the U.S. goes uneaten 
each year—that’s at least 62.5 million tons. 
What a waste! The ethics of food waste is 
pretty clear. But for farms, restaurants, 
grocery stores, and other businesses,  
food waste may also raise legal and 
financial questions. 

Here’s what you need to know.

THE LAW PROTECTS YOU  
& THOSE IN NEED
Federal and state civil and criminal liability 
laws protect food donors and nonprofit 
organizations that receive and distribute 
food donations to those in need. 
The California Good Samaritan Act allows:

Food to be donated to an individual  
or gleaning organization
Donors to give away food that is fit  
for consumption, but has exceeded  
the labeled shelf life date 
Permitted food donors to engage  
in direct donation

The Federal Bill Emerson Good Samaritan 
Food Donation Act requires that:

Donated food meet all federal, 
state, and local quality and labeling 
requirements
Food be donated to a nonprofit and be 
distributed to individuals in need 
Individuals receiving donated food  
not pay for it
Nonprofits donating food to  
another nonprofit can charge them 
a nominal fee to cover handling and 
processing costs

REASONS TO DONATE
Helping recover food for people in need can be very rewarding. Producers and businesses may  
also be eligible for certain tax incentives or credits. To learn more, consult a tax professional. 
Producers and businesses may also need to take steps to comply with state law. California 
passed legislation to help prevent organic material from going to landfill, where it takes up 
space and produces methane, a climate pollutant that’s 80 times more potent than carbon 
dioxide. Consult an attorney for more information about state and federal regulations.

Mandatory Commercial Organics Recycling  
(MORe) requires that businesses generating  
certain amounts of organic waste must  
arrange for recycling services.

The Short-Lived Climate Pollutants  
Reduction Act requires a 50% reduction of  
organic waste from 2014 levels by 2020 and  
a 20% reduction of edible food waste by 2025.

For retailers, wasted  
food is an $18 billion  
contollable expense.


