Holtville Ag Station in Action: Bachie
Completes Two-Year Insecticide Study

July 23, 2020 Jayson Barniske

Oli Bachie, an agronomist and director of the University of California Cooperative Extension-Imperial County office in
Holtville, deposits insect samples collected into a bag held by Tayvebeh Hosseini, who immediately took the samples to be
frozen. July 21 was the final day of Bachie's study in search of an alternative for the banned insecticide chlorpyrifos. |
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

Share this:

HOLTVILLE — Oli Bachie swung his net from side to side collecting the
final insect samples in a sugar beet field at the University of California
Desert Research and Extension Center in Holtville on July 21.



Although the director of the University of California Cooperative Extension-
Imperial County office appeared a bit mad, he was in fact carrying out the
final experiment in a two-year study in search of an alternative for the
banned insecticide chlorpyrifos.

Many local farmers use the pesticide to control flea beetles, armyworms,
and grasshoppers in several different crops, primarily sugar beets and
alfalfa, Bachie said.
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“Chlorpyrifos is a
broad-spectrum
insecticide that kills
insects. It is widely
used, but in recent
years has been
considered a
carcinogen. As of
February 2020, the
EPA banned the
insecticide,” Bachie
said. “The growers
in Imperial Valley
who are heavily
dependent on
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