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Who Are We? 
What We Do? 

Why It Matters?  

Resource Conservation Districts   



A May 11,1934 Dust Storm  
Attracted National Attention  

Wind eroded soil from the  
Great Plains fell on Washington DC  





RCDS are  
Legislated by 

Division 9 of the  
California Public Resources Code. 

 



98 RCDs - Statewide  
 

California Association of RCDs 1945 



• Certified Conservation Planners 
• Cultural Resources Technician (CRT) 

• Engineers 
• Environmental Scientists 

• Agronomist and Certified Crop Advisors (CCA) 
• Certified Professional Erosion & Sediment 

Control (CPESC) 
• Water, Climate  and Energy Specialists 

• Biologists 
• Rangeland Management Specialists 

 
 

 

Who Are We Today? 



Operate Locally 

Legislated by The State of California  

Foundation from Federal Govt.  

Who Are We Today? 



What Do We Do? 



RCD Programs and Services 
Water Conservation 

Water Quality 

Stormwater Management 

Erosion Control Rainwater Harvesting 

Sediment Management 

Rangeland Management 

Stream Management Habitat Restoration 

Pollinator Services 

Watershed Management Planning 

Biological Consulting and 
Monitoring 

Carbon Sequestration 

Climate Adaptability Readiness 

Energy Use 
Watershed Education 

Ecosystem Services 

Conservation Easements 

Coordinating Permitting 

Fire Management Planning 

Nutrient Management 

Rural Road Assessment and Design 

Mitigation and Monitoring 



Technical Partners 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clemson.edu/public/rec/peedee/images/collaborative_partner_logos/nrcs_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clemson.edu/public/rec/peedee/partners.html&h=252&w=450&sz=63&tbnid=IR5RoxZiDVBqjM:&tbnh=71&tbnw=127&prev=/search?q=nrcs+logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=nrcs+logo&usg=__x4vw2BJxI5T-R7bHktNDjuwTIvY=&sa=X&ei=ko8wTsz1MePgiAKCyNG8Bg&ved=0CDAQ9QEwBw
http://www.ucdavis.edu/


Work Collaboratively    

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://agnetwest.com/2015/01/12/cdfa-announces-available-funding-for-dairy-development-program/&ei=fvf1VODsGYSzogTC7IDQDA&bvm=bv.87519884,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHKTYZTdF3Rr1dBAinxGN0GSUWP-A&ust=1425492218299357


 
 

Work Collaboratively    



Why it Matters 
• Do Not Operate in Silos – Ecosystem Focused 
• Work with our Partners 
• Experts from the Scientific Fields 
• Embrace Collaboration 
• Action Oriented 
• Federal and State Goals 
• On the Ground Results  - Locally 



The first RCD in Santa Barbara was 
formed in 1944. 

 

Cachuma Resource 
Conservation 

District  



Watershed Based District Boundaries 

The collective area is 1,941,700 acres, 1,775,360 acres of which are in Santa 
Barbara County, 157,380 acres in San Luis Obispo County, and 8,960 acres in Kern County.  



 

Santa Maria Watershed Plan 1959 



54,772 acres 
 
 

Water Quality and Conservation 



 
 Special Status Species 



Ranch Programs 



2013 Crop Report 

 

585,450 Acres 
 

33,000 
Cattle/Calves 

 
  



Animal Keeping Facility Design and Management 



Rangeland Management Planning  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clemson.edu/public/rec/peedee/images/collaborative_partner_logos/nrcs_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clemson.edu/public/rec/peedee/partners.html&h=252&w=450&sz=63&tbnid=IR5RoxZiDVBqjM:&tbnh=71&tbnw=127&prev=/search?q=nrcs+logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=nrcs+logo&usg=__x4vw2BJxI5T-R7bHktNDjuwTIvY=&sa=X&ei=ko8wTsz1MePgiAKCyNG8Bg&ved=0CDAQ9QEwBw


Rancher to Rancher 



Rancher to Rancher 



Ranch Water Quality Program 



Summary of Water Bodies  
Declared Impaired 



Ranch Water Quality Program 

Santa Barbara Cattlemen’s Association 
 

2010-2012  
 

SBCCA and RWQCB and CRCD 
 



Ranch Plan Development  
• 1995 Ca Rangeland Water Quality Management 

Plan 
• Tomales Bay 
• Sotoyome RCD Grazing Handbook 
• UCCEs Ranch Water Quality Planning Short 

Courses 
• Peer Reviewed Scientific Literature 
• NRCS Certified Conservation Planning Tools 
• SBCCA Legal Counsel 

 



March 2012 
1) Adopted TMDL for FIB IN SM  

2) Add SM Watershed to Domestic 
Animal Waste Discharge Prohibition 

Prohibition to the Basin Plan 



Keep It Simple 



Ranch Plan Template 

• Kept On Site 
• Capitalize on Previous on Ongoing Efforts 
• Landowner or Tenant/Lessee 

 
 



Ranch Plan Template 

• Form 1 - Property Information 
 

• Form 2 - Pasture Assessment 
– Livestock Distribution 
– Location of Corrals in relation to areas prone to 

runoff 
– Manure Management  
 



Ranch Plan Template 
• Form 3 - Water Quality and Grazing  

– Alternative Water Sources 
– Water Trough Distribution 
– Seasonal Streams or Year Round 
– Opportunities for Rotational Grazing 
– Wildlife Presence 

• Form 4 - Planned Current, and Completed 
Projects 
 



Annual Certificate 
• Mail In Once a Year 
• July 15th 
• Completed/Updated Ranch Plan 
• Two Wet Seasons and One Dry Season 

 



Water Quality Testing Program 



Landowner Agreement and Test Results 



Interpreting Sample Results 



Take Away Points  

 
• Reinvent the Wheel 
• Easily Be Replicated in Other Parts of the State 
• Its Not Meant to Be a One Size Fits All 
 

Contact Local RCD 
Benefits of Grazing 

We are a Govt Agency And Truly Here Help 
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