Alameda County 4-H Gardening Field Day 2017 
March 11, 2017 Dimond Recreation Center, Oakland
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General Information

Entering competitions in the Alameda County 4-H Gardening Field Day does not require that Youth be enrolled in 4-H or a Gardening Project. Competitions include the Horticulture Contest, two Classes simulating Alameda County Fair Gardening Division entries (Flower Arrangements and Mini-Garden), Poster and Photography Contests (which can be entered in the ACF in “Still Exhibits” Division) and a just-for-fun Produce Dress-Up Contest. A Presentation Class is added for those wanting more public speaking opportunities.
Divisions are based on age as of December 31, 2016. Primary Youth (age 5-8) may enter any of the competition categories but will not be evaluated.  Junior (9-10), Intermediate (11-13) and Senior (14-18) will have their entries evaluated against a rubric. These age divisions follow the age divisions used by the California State 4-H Program.
Horticulture Contest


The Horticulture Contest consists of three parts and is similar to the Horticulture Contests offered at 4-H Area Presentation Day and State 4-H Field Day. At State Field Day top scoring entrants in the Senior division can advance to a national competition.


The Horticulture Contest has three parts: Plant ID, Plant Judging Contest and Horticulture knowledge quiz. Plant ID presents you with several selections of plants in particular classes that you must match with a list provided for that Class. Classes are Vegetables; Fruits, Nuts and Berries; Ornamental Plants; and Flowers and Indoor Plants. The Plant Judging Contest presents you with four similar items in each class and you need to examine each of the four and rank from best to worst. The Horticulture Knowledge Quiz will ask you a number of horticulture-related questions in multiple-choice style.

All participants will receive a “Participant Certificate” for the Horticulture Contest. Top scorers will also receive a special Gold Certificate. Entry in the Area and State Horticulture Contests does not require winning at the county level. You can learn more about this contest at the national level on the National Junior Horticulture Association website at www.njha.org
Garden Entry Competitions

Members may enter up to two items in each Class. Online pre-entry is Strongly encouraged. A very limited number of Walk-Ins will be processed as time allows. Walk-Ins are limited to ONE entry per class. Online entry is open at http://ucanr.edu/sites/alamedacounty4h/Events/Garden_Field_Day/ until Friday, 3/3/14 at 8pm.
Garden Entry Classes: Primaries will receive “Participation” ribbons. Exhibits that are evaluated and are top scorers in each evaluated Division/Class will receive a ribbon. 
Floral Arrangements: Flower arrangements can be entered using fresh or dried floral materials and can be grown by the entrant or purchased. The arrangement must be the original work of the presenter. Flower arrangements must come in their own display container or vase. Corsages, Small Wreaths and other Floral Art will be accepted.
Mini-Gardens: Mini-Gardens must be the original work of the entrant, must be potted, grown and cared for by the entrant and must not have a diameter greater than 12 inches. Key plants must be labeled. Gardens may have embellishments and/or decorative features as desired by exhibitor.
Poster Contest: Posters must be related to gardening in some way. Posters must be the original work of the entrant. Tri-fold boards are encouraged but all entries but be self-standing. 
Photographs: Photography entries must be garden-themed or gardening-related. Photograph must be the original work of the entrant. Entries must be 8X10 (color or Black & White) and matted. No actual frames please. 

Presentations: Members 9+ are given the opportunity to present a gardening-related presentation that follows the guidelines of the California State 4-H Presentation Manual. Presentations will be evaluated with the same rubric used at County 4-H Presentation Day.
Produce Dress-Up: This is a just-for-fun competition. Home-grown or purchased fruits and/or vegetables may be used to construct some artistic creation. Entries must be the original work of the entrant.  Judges Favorites will be given in the following categories: Funniest Scariest, Most Original and Best DuoGroup. Paper plates or mats will be provided for display purposes
Entry Process: Registration/Check-In will begin at 9:25am. All entries must be received and in place by 10:00. Pre-registered entries will receive pre-printed entry cards for their entries. Walk-in registrants will need to fill in their forms. Received items will be organized by Class and Division for evaluation and display. The judging area will be cordoned off during the evaluation process. During evaluations of exhibits attendees will participate in the Horticulture Contest, Community Service Activity, Workshops or other activities. 
Other Activities: Several other activities are planned

Community Service Activity: Help plant the Dimond Recreation Center Vegetable Gardens.
Primary Member Activities: May include some or all of the following: Coloring, Face-Painting, Seed Bombs, Stickers, Puzzles and/or word games.
Workshops: Lined up to date are workshops that include gardening topics such as “Vegetable Prints”, “Mini-Gardens”, “Seeded Art Mosaics” Seed Bombs, Garden-Fresh Cooking Demo and more.

Food will be available onsite benefitting the Alameda County 4-H Fair Rabbit Awards and the Dimond Recreation Center.
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Schedule of the Day’s Activities:
· 9:25-10am: Check-In/Registration/Delivery

· 10:15 Judging begins

· 10am-11:45: Horticulture Contest
· 10:00-12:00 Workshops 

· 10:00-12:30 Primary Member Activities (Coloring, Word Games, Face Painting, Stickers)
· 9:30-12:00 pm Door Prize tickets

· 11:00-1:00 Lunch items available

· 12:30 pm Evaluated Contests open for review

· 12:00-1:00 Door Prize Winners announced

· 1:00 pm Peoples’ Choice Produce Dress-Up Announced

· 1:00 Awards

· 1:30-2:00 pm Exhibit Release and clean-up
