
SPRING 2020 WORKSHOPS

Our focus will be tomatoes and peppers. You 
say you don’t have a heated greenhouse? 
Not to worry, as this workshop will also 
explore options for starting your seeds 
indoors, including proper lighting and tem-
perature control.

What Your Weeds Are Telling You & 
Weed Identification new   
Saturday, February 22, 10am–noon

Demonstration Garden, limit 30 people

This fascinating explora-
tion of the clues weeds 
offer about soil problems 
was presented at our 
most recent plant sale, 
and we are offering it 
again this spring. Using 

the gardens at Patrick Ranch as a lab, a team 
of Master Gardeners will show you how 
to identify common weeds and what their 
presence might reveal about the health of 
the soil. Knowing what the presence of par-
ticular weeds indicates can help you manage 
soil more efficiently and with less reliance 
on herbicides. A discussion of mulch as a 
way to prevent and control weeds is also 
included in this workshop.

Companion Planting new   
Saturday, February 29, 1–2:30 pm
Demonstration Garden, limit 30 people

Companion Planting is the art of arranging 
certain plants in proximity to one another 
so that they attract beneficial insects and 
pollinators, deter unwanted pests, and offer 
shelter and food for other critters. Companion 
plants provide one another with things they 
need, such as nutrients, shade, and physical 
support. We will show you how to accomplish 

this in the home vegetable garden, focusing on 
the potential symbiotic relationships between 
vegetable, herb, and flower combinations. We 
will also include time for you to analyze your 
own garden and consider plant combinations 
that can work there.

MARCH
Vertebrate Pests  
in the Garden
Saturday, March 14,  
10am–noon

Demonstration Garden, limit 30 people

There is nothing peskier than rodent and 
mammal pests in your garden. We all know 
that it is very difficult to garden when deer, 
gophers, and moles are attracted to our 
yards. In this workshop we will examine the 
habits of deer; discuss appropriate fencing; 
learn how effective deer repellent sprays 
are; and discuss deer-resistant planting. We 
also share our knowledge about how to deal 
with the gophers and moles that plague our 
yards. We will also have a Master Gardener 
available to show you exactly how to set 
Gopher Traps.

Journaling with the 
NEW Garden Guide
Wednesday, March 18, 
10:30am–noon

Demonstration Garden, 
limit 25 people

This workshop cele-
brates and explores 

the hot-off-the-press, new-
and-improved Butte County Garden Guide 

ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS 
• Registration is required for all  

workshops.
• Registration is on a first come, first 

served basis.
• Space is limited. Please check work-

shop descriptions for details.
• Heavy rain cancels outdoor work-

shops (unless noted); cancelled 
workshops will be rescheduled.

WORKSHOP LOCATIONS
• Demonstration Garden and Pat’s 

Barn: Patrick Ranch, 10381 
Midway, between Chico and 
Durham

• Private Residences: registered 
participants will receive an address 
via email one week before the 
workshop.

• Other addresses are included in the 
description.

QUESTIONS? 
Need to cancel? Want to get on a 
Workshop Waiting List? Please email 
us at: anrmgbutte@ucanr.edu.

UC MASTER GARDENERS OF BUTTE COUNTY  •  HOTLINE (530) 538-7201  •  WEB www.ucanr.edu/sites/bcmg

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
Register at our website: ucanr.edu/sites/bcmg/Workshops

UC MASTER GARDENERS 
OF BUTTE COUNTY

FEBRUARY
Vegetable Seed Starting new   
Wednesday, February 12, 10am–noon

Demonstration Garden, limit 20 people

Would you like to plant different varieties 
of summer vegetables than those that are 
available at the big box stores as starts? 
Learn to start your own plants from seed, 
and you can choose any variety you’d like! 
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& Three-Year Garden Journal! Join us while 
we discuss using the Garden Guide to find 
the best times to perform seasonal and 
weekly garden jobs, as well as useful plant, 
climate, and soil information for our region. 
Using the Garden Guide to record lessons 
learned, and to keep track of useful plant 
and weather information for your garden 
over the years, is an integral part of this 
workshop. This invaluable resource is full of 
material about our local climate, plants, and 
wildlife, and includes weekly tips and fun facts.

The new Garden Guides will be available for 
purchase at the workshop for $25 (cash or 
check only). If you already have one of our pre-
viously published editions, bring it with you!

Propagation
Friday, March 20, 10:30am–noon

Demonstration Garden, limit 15 people

Learn the best time to propagate woody 
perennials and divide plants; how to select 
and make cuttings; the proper techniques for 
dividing plants; the best planting mediums 
to use; and how to plant cuttings and divided 
plants. You will get to take home several plant 
starts from cuttings in our Demonstration 
Garden. Bring your own garden pruners; all 
other materials will be provided.

Irrigation and Maintenance
Wednesday, March 25, 10:30am–noon

Demonstration Garden, limit 30 people

Drip irrigation is arguably the most efficient 
method of providing water to trees, crops, 
gardens, and landscapes. The surface drip 
irrigation system emitter was first developed 
in Israel, whose dry climate makes water 
conservation a necessity. This workshop will 
provide an overview of different options 
available for drip irrigation systems and how 
to install them. You will also learn how to 
troubleshoot and inspect your system, and 
how to make repairs when needed.

APRIL
Raised Bed Covers (“Hoop House”) 
Opportunities new  
Saturday, April 4, 10am–noon

Private Residence, limit 20 people

This workshop will demonstrate how to 
create affordable seasonal and year-round 

covers for raised beds in the home garden. 
Raised bed covers, also called “hoop houses”, 
are a wonderful way to extend the growing 
season for both winter and summer vege-
tables. We’ll meet at a private Chico garden 
to see examples of raised bed covers and 
discuss the benefits of creating hoop house 
covers for raised bed gardening. We will 
look at one smaller style, currently in place 
at this garden, then we will deconstruct it 
and demonstrate the installation of a larger 
alternative hoop house structure to cover 
several raised garden beds.

MAY
How to Grow and Use Herbs and 
Microgreens new  

Saturday, May 9, 
10:30am–noon

Demonstration Garden, 
limit 30 people

This workshop is all about 
herbs and microgreens: Find 
out the best ways to grow 
herbs, and explore the many 

ways to use them: dried, in teas, in herbal 
vinegars, and in home-made beauty products. 
Our resident herbalist will include her recipes 
and samples. In addition, she will discuss how 
to grow microgreens in your kitchen for use in 
salads, sandwiches, soups, and main dishes.

It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources not to engage in discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of its pro-
grams or activities (Complete nondiscrimination policy statement can be found at http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/215244.pdf ) Inquiries regarding ANR’s nondiscrimination policies may 
be directed to Linda Marie Manton, Affirmative Action Contact, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750-1318.

Hardscape in your Garden
Thursday, May 14, 10–11:30am

Sutherland Landscape Center, 20 people

In planning your new drought-tolerant 
landscapes consider adding hardscapes as 
well. Chose hardscape materials that are 
permeable so water will filter through and 
recharge our groundwater. Create places to 
sit and rest in the garden. Include boul-
ders, rocks, and loose rock walls to provide 
wildlife habitat. We will meet at Sutherland 
Landscape to walk around and view the 
different materials available.

JUNE
Gardening with  
Chickens  new  
Friday, June 5, 10–11:30am

Private Residence in the Chico area, limit 
25 people

Backyard chickens offer more benefits than 
their fresh eggs. The focus of this workshop 
is how to create a symbiotic relationship 
between you, your garden, and your chick-
ens. We will explore optimal garden design, 
including the selection of plants that benefit 
chickens, and we will introduce a number of 
resources on raising chickens that will help 
you optimize your space in relation to the 
needs of your chickens.

FIREWISE LANDSCAPING SERIES
Four consecutive Wednesdays, May 13 through June 3, 10:30am–noon

Pat’s Barn, limit 30 people

  new  

Join the Butte County UC Master Gardeners for a 
course on rethinking your landscape design  
and maintenance routines to incorporate best  
practices for adapting to our changing climate. 
Topics include: considerations  
for California habitats; yard maintenance;  
garden design using defensible space  
guidelines; natural regeneration;  
erosion; mulching; fire ecology; post- 
fire care of trees and land; and the 
characteristics of those plants that  
provide the best fire resistance.


