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SHEEP STUDY GUIDE
Livestock Expo

Madera County 4-H

            Level I              Level II            Level III           Level IV

Entry Form (market)
(25)

Entry Form (registered)
(28)

ID age (10) and
wholesale cuts (6)

Sheep stomach (8)

Parts (20) Parts (25) Parts (27) Matching (16) By-
products, wholesale
and retail cuts

T/F (25 questions) T/F (25 questions) Quiz/Terms, 25
questions 
Diseases, Parasites, 
Nutrition

Quiz/Terms, 40
questions
Nutrition, Disease,
Management, Wool

Feed ID (5) Feed ID (10) Feed ID (15)

Equipment ID (15) Equipment ID (20) Breed ID (20) Oral reasons

Judging (1 class) Judging (1 class) Judging (1 class) Judging (1 class)

Skills and
Showmanship

Skills and
Showmanship

Management and
Clipping Skills

Advanced Skills

REFERENCES
Unit III and IV Sheep tests are also taken from UC Publications 21389 - “A Handbook for
Raising Small Numbers of Sheep”, pg. 4-5, 7-11, 26-45 - cost $8.00, available at the 4-H 
Office.
Sheep - Skill for Life Series, 4-H 2161 “Lambs, Rams & You”, cost $3.00; 4-H 2162
“Shear Delight”, cost $3.00;  4-H 2163 “Leading the Flock”, cost $3.00, available at the
4-H Office

Feed I.D. kits and breed I.D.slides are also available at the 4-H Office for you to check
out and study.
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SHEEP TERMS - LEVEL I & II
LIVESTOCK EXPO - Madera County 4-H

  1. Band: Herd of large numbers of sheep, 800 head or more.

  2. Black face: mutton or meat type sheep.

  3. Broken mouth: sheep in advanced age, some teeth missing.

  4. Buck: male sheep (ram).

  5. Ewe: female sheep, over one year of age.

  6. Lamb: 12-14 months of age or less.

  7. Fleece: wool fibers grown on the animal’s body.

  8. Flock: 35-100 head of sheep.

  9. Wether: a male lamb that was castrated.

10. White face: wool type sheep, normally dual purpose - used for both meat and wool.

11. Purebred: a sheep whose parents are of the same breed and are recorded with the Registry Associat

ion.

12. Crossbred: A sheep that has purebred parents or grade parents of different breeds.

13. Grade: a sheep that is not registered with a purebred association.

14. Lamb creep: an enclosure with openings large enough for lambs to enter but small enough to keep out older 

sheep.

15. Full mouth: a sheep that is 4 years of age and older and has all 8 incisor teeth.

16. Castrate: removal of testicles from male sheep.

17. Dam: mother of the lamb.

18. Sire: Father of the lamb.

19. Fill: amount of feed and water in an animal.

20. Shear: removing the fleece (wool) from the sheep.

21. Scours: Diarrhea or loose running manure.

22. Yearling: a sheep that is over 1 year and under 2 years old.

23. Dock: to remove the tail.

24. Wean: to take away from its mother.

25. Scurs: small formed horns not attached to the skull.

26. Bloat: excessive gas build up in the rumen.

27. Condition: degree of fatness in meat animals.

28. Dry Ewe: a ewe not milking.

29. Ration: the amount of feed allowed to an animal in 24 hours (1 day).

30. Roughage: coarse feeds, such as hay, that are high in fiber and low in total digestible nutrients.

31. Estrus: period female sheep is in heat and able to conceive.  (24-48 hours).

32. Stillborn: term used for lambs dead at birth.

33. Wool blindness: condition caused by wool growing close to and over the eyes impairing the vision
of the animal.



3/06

SHEEP TERMS - LEVEL III & IV - May include Level I & II terms
LIVESTOCK EXPO - Madera County 4-H

  1. Barren: incapable of reproducing.

  2. Bred: animal that is pregnant.

  3. Carcass: dressed body of a meat animal, with offal removed.

  4. Cod: scrotum of a wether which contains fat.

  5. Colostrum: thick yellow colored milk produced by the ewe after lambing (first milk).

  6. Concentrate: feed stuffs - such as grains, that are low in fiber and high in total digestive 
nutrients.

  7. Condition: degree of fatness in meat animals.

  8. Conformation: refers to shape and design of an animal.

  9. Cow hocked: hocks turn in toward each other when standing or walking.

10. Cud:   regurgitated feed or bolus from stomach.

11. Dressing percent: the percentage which the weight of the chilled carcass is of the live weight.

Dressed weight × 100 - dressing %
Live weight

12. Gestation: period a ewe is pregnant - 150 days.

13. Lactation: period ewe is producing milk.

14. Pedigree: a written statement giving the record of a sheep ancestry.

15. Post legged: too straight in hind legs.

16. Registered: purebred animals whose pedigree is recorded in the breed registry.

17. Replacement: animal selected to keep in the breeding flock.

18. Ruminant: a four stomach animal.

19. Shrinkage (shrink): weight lost by shipping or other handling processes.

20. Sickled hocked: Hock joint is bent so that sheep stands with hind feet forward and under the 

body.

21. Graft: a procedure in which a ewe raises a lamb that is not her own.

22. Parrot mouth: mouth deformity in which teeth hit back of the dental pad.

23. Smooth mouth: a sheep that has lost all of its permanent incisors.

24. Pelt: the skin of a sheep with the wool on.

25. Yolk: natural yellow grease in the fleece.

26. Tagging: removing wool from the inside of a sheep’s back legs and belly.  (Usually done just 

prior to lambing).

27. Clip: total yearly wool production from a flock.

28. Tender fleece: a fleece that contains weak fibers that break during processing.

29. Kemp: a chalky, white, brittle fiber found in the fleece.  (will not take a dye).
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SHEEP EQUIPMENT/SUPPLY I.D.

LIVESTOCK EXPO - Madera County 4-H

10 Tooth Comb Fine Brush (Pig Brush) Rope Halter

13 Tooth Comb Flexible Ear Tag Scalpel

20 Tooth Comb Grain Feeder Sharpening Stone

3 - Point Cutter Heat Lamp Shear’s Screwdriver

4 - Point Cutter Hoof Trimmer Sheep Crook

Alcohol Interlocking Panel Sheep P. U. Rack

Automatic Syringe Lamb Nipple Sheep Shear Holder

Bearing Retainer Lamb Nursing Bottle Sheep Stand Yoke

Blanket Pin Lamb Show Tube Sheep Trimming Stand

Burdizzo Leg Snare Snow Blanket

Clipper Oil Liquid Soap Show Halter

Comb Cutter Holder Metal Balling Gun Show Hood

Curry Comb Metal Ear Tag Spray Bottle

Disinfectant Mineral Oil Stablemate® Electric Clippers

Disposable Needle No. 1 Rake/Packing Card Suture Needle

Disposable Syringe No. 2 Card - Open/Lt. Fleece Tack Box/Show Box

Ear Hole Punch No. 3 Card - Coarse/Dense Fleece Tattoo Ink

Ear Tag Applicator No. 4 Card - Head/Leg Tattoo Number/Letter

Elastrator No. 6 Card - Cleaning Card Tattoo Pliers

Elastrator Ring Paint Branding Iron USDA Scrapie Tag

Electric Shearmaster® Shears Paper Fleece Twine Waterer

Electrolytes Paper Balling Gun Water Heater

Ewe Marking Harness Plastic Stiff Bristle Brush Unrigged Sheep Shears

Ewe Marking Crayon Rice Root Brush Wool Sack

Extension Cord Rigged Sheep Shears
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SHEEP SKILLS AND SHOWMANSHIP - LEVEL I
LIVESTOCK EXPO - Madera County 4-H

SKILLS DEMONSTRATION

Possible
Points Score Comments

Catching and control        5

Mouthing        5

Carding        5

Hand Trimming        5

Fitting questions (1)        5

TOTAL      25

SHOWMANSHIP

Leading, turning, stop        6

Head held properly        2

Set up legs (reaching, front & rear)        5

Posing - front, side, rear      12

TOTAL      25

SHEEP SKILLS AND SHOWMANSHIP - LEVEL II
LIVESTOCK EXPO - Madera County 4-H

SKILLS DEMONSTRATION
Possible
Points Score Comments

Catching and Control        5

Mouthing        5

Worming        5

Hoof trimming (1 hoof)        5

Carding        5

Hand Trimming        5

TOTAL      30

SHOWMANSHIP

Leading, turning, stop      12

Head held properly        3

Set up legs (reaching, front & rear)        5



Leading, turning, stop      12
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Moving (side to side, front view)        5

Posing - front, side, rear        5

TOTAL      30

LIVESTOCK EXPO - Madera County 4-H
LEVEL III - SHEEP SKILLS 

SKILLS
DEMONSTRATION

Possible
Points Score Comments

Catching and Control 5

Put Animal on Blocking
table

5

Slick shear one side of
sheep 

20

Mount & adjust blade on
electric shears 5

Load syringe with
appropriate dosage for
situation

5

TOTAL 40

LIVESTOCK EXPO - Madera County 4-H
LEVEL IV - SHEEP SKILLS

SKILLS DEMONSTRATION
Possible
Points Score Comments

Explain different methods of docking
tails:

Burdizzo 2

Elastrator 2

Knife 2

What joints you cut between 2

Explain medical treatment for 
wound 2

Explain Urinary Calculai:

Cause 2

Prevention 2

Treatment 2
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Shearing with hand shears:

Shape one side of animal 
(shoulder, side & rump) - 20 

minutes

30

TOTAL 46
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