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Introduction 
This symposium addressed a new paradigm in 
regards to grazing and conservation of western 
grasslands and associated species.  
 
It has been well established that grazing by 
domestic livestock modifies plant and animal 
communities. The assumption is often that this 
modification degrades habitat for native plants 
and animals. But as more threatened and 
endangered species are recognized in the west, an 
increasing number of these species occur in 
habitats grazed by domestic livestock. Researchers are no longer simply looking at grazing 
versus rest; instead they are evaluating grazing strategies that vary intensity, timing and/or 
species of domestic herbivore to achieve specific habitat conservation objectives. They are also 
identifying management tradeoffs: the positive versus negative impacts of grazing strategies on 
various conservation objectives. 
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The fact that properly managed livestock grazing and conservation can be mutually compatible  
is significant and completely changes the way conservationists frame and solve grassland 
conservation issues. Livestock grazing not only becomes another tool that can be used against 
the threats that degrade habitat, but is also an important strategy for conserving large landscapes 
across public and private lands.  
 
This symposium featured researchers from various disciplines and affiliations who have been 
studying the impact of grazing on specific conservation issues in the western United States. Their 
research provided valuable insight for the design of future of grazing/conservation studies, and 
called attention to management considerations for conserving grasslands worldwide.  
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