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Introduction
• California’s pesticide use laws and 

regulations require that a written pest 
control recommendation be made for the 
use of any pest control method or device. 

• A recommendation is defined as “the giving 
of any instruction or advice on any 
agricultural use as to any particular 
application on any particular piece of 
property.” 

• Non-crop pesticide use is included in the 
definition of agricultural use.
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Topics Covered
• A review of the laws and regulations on 

recommendations and the persons 
who may make such recommendations

• Examples of some common vegetation 
management recommendations

• Suggestions for making pest control 
recommendations clear and readable 
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FAC 12003
• Agricultural pest control advisers shall put 

all recommendations concerning any 
agricultural use in writing. 

• One copy of each such written 
recommendation shall be signed and dated 
and shall be furnished to the operator of the 
property prior to the application. 

• Where a pesticide use is recommended a 
copy shall also be furnished to the dealer 
and the applicator prior to the application. 
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Each recommendation shall include: 1 of 2

a. The name and dosage of each pesticide to be 
used or description of method recommended.

b. The identity of each pest to be controlled.
c. The owner or operator, location of and acreage 

to be treated.
d. The commodity, crop, or site to be treated.

• Roadsides
• Habitat restoration sites
• Canal or ditch banks
• Forest and Utility sites
• Many more…

FAC 12003
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Each recommendation shall include: 2 of 2

e. The suggested schedule, time, or conditions for 
the pesticide application or other control method.

f. A warning of the possibility of damages by the 
pesticide application that reasonably should have 
been known by the agricultural pest control 
adviser to exist.

g. The signature and address of the person making 
the recommendation, the date, and the name of 
the business such person represents.

h. Any other information the director may require.

FAC 12003
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CCR 6556 - Recommendations
• In addition to the requirement of Section 12003 of the Food and 

Agricultural Code, each recommendation shall include:
a. Total acreage or units to be treated;
b. Concentration and volume per acre or other units;
c. Worker reentry interval, if one has been established; preharvest or 

preslaughter interval; and label restrictions on use or disposition of 
the treated commodity, by-products or treated area; (Non-crop 
“Spray has dried or dust had settled”.

d. Criteria used for determining the need for the recommended 
treatment; and

e. Certification that alternatives and mitigation measures that would 
substantially lessen any significant adverse impact on the 
environment have been considered and, if feasible, adopted.

•. In addition, the recommendation shall designate the pest by 
accepted common name.
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1979 AB 3765 CEQA Story
• CDFA AB 3765 Committee to develop 

CA restricted materials permit process
• EDF wanted CEQA documentation
• I wrote this on a scrap of paper:
! I hereby certify that alternatives and mitigation 

measures that would substantially lessen any 
significant adverse impact on the environment  have 
been considered and, if feasible, adopted.

•Now you know the rest of the story!
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Who can write a rec?

• Agricultural Pest Control Adviser
• An exempt person (more later)
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Who needs a PCA license?
• FAC 11410.  "Agricultural pest control 

adviser" means any person who… 
• offers a recommendation on any 

agricultural use, 
• who holds himself or herself forth as an 

authority on any agricultural use, 
• or who solicits services or sales for any 

agricultural use.
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Who is exempt from PCA law? 1 of 4

• Officials of federal, State, and county 
departments of agriculture and, University 
of California personnel engaged in duties 
related to agricultural use, are exempt from 
this licensing requirement if the 
recommendation is put in writing. FAC § 
12001. 

• Examples – UCCE, CAC, and USFS
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Who is exempt from PCA law ? 2 of 4

• Owners of private firms (i.e., growers, golf 
courses) making recommendations for 
pesticide use on their own property are not 
required to be licensed as Agricultural Pest 
Control Advisers. 

• Recommendations must be put in writing 
and comply with all recommendation 
requirements. ENF 89-119 SB2126 - 
Agricultural Pest Control Advisers Letter 
Number 4. 



Effective PCA 
Recommendations

Who is exempt from PCA law ? 3 of 4

• A veterinarian writing a prescription for 
use to control an animal pest does not 
have to be licensed as an agricultural 
pest control adviser. FAC § 11408. 
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Who is exempt from PCA law ? 4 of 4

• The adviser licensing requirements of 
FAC § 11410 do not apply to persons 
within an established place of 
business who merely write sales 
invoices or receipts or otherwise 
handle over the counter sales 
transactions where no 
recommendations are made or 
inferred. 
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How does this affect VM?
• The actual landowner is exempt.

– e.g., owners of ranches, duck clubs, etc.
• Use on stock corporation land or that 

managed by consultants should have PCA 
recs, 

– e.g., golf courses. timberland.
• US Forest Service is exempt.

– NEPA and PUP requirements still apply
• Other State & federal agencies need recs
• I suggest a PCA rec on non-USFS fed land.
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Sample Recommendations
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Recommendation Types
• Site-Specific

– for one site or group of similar sites
– most common
– one rec can cover multiple sites

• Programmatic
– one rec or group of recs
– can cover entire ownership or system

• Most common for non-crop sites
» e.g., roads and utilities
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Programmatic Recommendation
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Tips for Clear & Readable Recs

• Talk to all parties involved
• Keep it simple!
• Don’t re-write the label
• Refer to other documents

• e.g., maps and unit lists
• Allow maximum flexibility

• for land operator
• For applicator
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Summary
• Written recommendations are required for most 

California pesticide applications
• PCAs write most recs, with some exceptions 

(landowners, ag departments)
• Laws & regulations set minimum rec content
• Other laws & regulations may be involved
• Site-specific and programmatic recs
• Keep it simple – try for 1-page recs
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Any Questions?

Thanks!
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