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Monitoring and Control of Walnut Husk Fly 
Wednesday, May 15, 2013 - 2:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

Manuel Kafkares Ranch, Berry Road, Rio Oso, CA 
(Look for UC signs, see attached map) 

 

You’ll have the opportunity to see and get the results on various husk fly traps and lures that 
were tested in 2012 along with updates on spray materials and application methods for 
controlling this pest. The field meeting speakers will be UC Berkeley Entomologist Bob Van 
Steenwyk and Janine Hasey, UC Farm Advisor, Sutter, Yuba, and Colusa Counties. Sutter County 
Ag Biologist Jan Kendel will also give a brief update on pertinent regulations.  
 
 

Sponsored by University of California Cooperative Extension, Sutter-Yuba Counties 
Co-Sponsored by Sutter County Ag Department 
 

PCA/Private applicator credit: 1.5 hours approved 
 

 

Walnut Orchard Herbicide Research and Demonstration 
 Field Day 

Wednesday, May 29, 2013 - 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
Whitney Warren Ranch, Wheatland Road, Wheatland, CA 

(Look for UC signs, see attached map) 
 

Join UC Cooperative Extension Specialist Brad Hanson, other members of the UC Davis Weed 
Research Program, UC Farm Advisor Janine Hasey, and Sutter and Yuba County Ag Biologists 
on May 29th for discussion and observation of current herbicide research in tree nut 
orchards.  Herbicide experiments at the Wheatland site include: 1) large plot demonstrations 
of residual herbicide programs including Goal/Surflan, Pindar GT, Prowl H2O, Chateau, Matrix, 
Alion, and Trellis herbicides; 2) Pindar GT/Prowl H2O rate and timing combinations; 3) 
evaluations of a currently unregistered herbicide with an alternate mode of action; 4) 
Matrix/Alion rate and timing comparisons; and 5) Tank mixes of low VOC partners with 
GoalTender for POST weed control.  In addition to the experiments at this location, we will 
discuss observations from orchard and vineyard experiments in other areas of the Central 
Valley with a particular focus on the current status and management options for control of 
glyphosate-resistant weeds. 
 

Sponsored by University of California Cooperative Extension, Sutter-Yuba Counties 
Co-Sponsored by Yuba and Sutter County Ag Departments 

 

PCA/Private applicator credit: 1.5 hours pending 
 
 
 

In the event of rain, please call our office at 530-822-7515  
or check our website for further instructions.   

 

http://cesutter.ucdavis.edu/
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Predicting Peach Harvest 

Peach harvest timing can be predicted based on the heat units accumulated driven by temperature the first 
30 days after bloom.  Temperatures those first 30 days are critical and what happens after that typically has 
a much smaller effect on harvest date. Weather near harvest coupled with soil, tree nutrition, water status, 
etc. can also have some effect on harvest date. On the average, we accumulate about 6000 growing degree 
hours (GDH) during the first 30 days after bloom. This March and early April was warmer than normal so 
we can expect an earlier peach harvest in 2013 based on GDH.  

The table below lists full bloom dates and growing degree hours (GDH) 30 days after bloom using the new 
Sutter County Verona CIMIS weather station for 2013. The Colusa CIMIS station was used in 2012 since 
the Nicolaus CIMIS station was unavailable. Years 2004-2011 were calculated using the Nicolaus CIMIS 
station which was used historically. For comparative purposes, the Colusa station averaged 440 more 
GDH30 from 2007-2011(data not shown). The table also includes the general harvest timing from 2004-2012 
and the prediction for 2013. 
 

Year 
 

2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 

Full 
Bloom 

Mar 
13 

Mar 
8 

Mar 
14 

Mar 
12 

Mar 
16 

Mar 
10 

Mar 
 9 

Mar 
14 

Mar 
3 

Mar 
 9 

GDH30 
 

7,397 
 

4,621 
(Colusa) 

 

4,963 5,060 6,117 5,548 7,420 4,375 6,153 7,788 

Harvest 
Timing 

Predicting 
Early 

Later 
than 

normal 

Later 
than 

normal 

Later 
than 

normal 

Slightly 
later 
than 

normal 

Normal Early Very 
late 

Normal Very 
early 

 

 

FINAL CHILLING HOURS FOR YUBA CITY 
  

2012-2013 1150 
2011-2012 1051 
2010–2011 1014 
2009-2010 854 

2008-09 1116 
2007-08 1108 
2005-06 780 
2004-05 994 
2003-04 886 

 

Chilling hours recorded 
for hours below 45o F 

model at our office in 
Highway starting 

November 1 and ending 
on February 28 

(February 29 in 2012) 
 

 

http://cesutter.ucdavis.edu/
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Sizing Peach Fruit 

The rate of early fruit development is very dependent on the weather; the warmer the weather, the 
faster the fruit develop with a demand for carbohydrates 5 to 10 times higher than during a cooler 
spring.  Anything limiting carbohydrate accumulation by the fruit can ultimately lead to smaller fruit. 
During cool springs like 2010, 2011, and 2012, fruit takes much longer to develop and there is more 
time to accumulate necessary carbohydrates for fruit development and to obtain larger size. Although 
the model predicted the potential for a better fruit sizing year, 2012 will be remembered as having 
small fruit size. According to UC Davis Pomologist Ted DeJong, other factors than just the 
temperatures 30 days after bloom affected 2012 fruit size. Although there is no definitive answer, one 
explanation for the small fruit size was the lack of rainfall from November 2011 through February 
2012 failing to recharge the soil profile with water which may have affected pistil (fruit) development 
at or prior to bloom (however, at this time this is speculation and not based on any specific research).  

When thinning peaches, keep in mind that sizing peach fruit is more difficult when GDH 30 days after 
bloom are above 6,000 whereas it is generally a better fruit sizing year when springtime 
temperatures are cooler and GDH30 is below 6,000. The GDH30 for 2013 however, is 7,397 which is 
similar to 2007 and 2004 when small fruit size was a problem in the earlier varieties. This year so far, 
extra early and early varieties have a good set. Since an early harvest is predicted, the sooner growers 
can thin, the better the potential to size the fruit. Late and extra late varieties are on the light side so 
may not be as affected by an earlier harvest as the extra early and early varieties.   
 
 

Updated Website 

The UC IPM Kiwifruit Pest Management Guidelines was recently updated. It includes two new 
sections: “Water staining, juice blotch, and sooty mold of fruit” and “Weed management in organic 
kiwifruit vineyards”.  The website is http://ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/selectnewpest.kiwifruit.html 

Hard copies are also available from our office.  

 
 

36th Annual Nickels Field Day 
 

This year, Nickels Field Day will be held on May 15, 2013 from 8:30 a.m. to Noon at Nickels Soil Lab 
on Greenbay Avenue in  Arbuckle. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
ANR NONDISCRIMINATION AND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POLICY STATEMENT FOR UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PUBLICATIONS REGARDING PROGRAM PRACTICES. The University of 
California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities. (Complete nondiscrimination policy statement can be found at 
http://groups.ucanr.org/ANR_AA/files/54635.doc. 

  

http://cesutter.ucdavis.edu/
http://ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/selectnewpest.kiwifruit.html
http://groups.ucanr.org/ANR_AA/files/54635.doc
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Walnut Husk Fly 
Meeting 

Mark Hopkins Road 

Rio Oso 

Weed Meeting 
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