
 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 
 PLACER COUNTY 

11477 E Avenue  
Auburn, CA 95603 
(530) 889-7385 
E-Mail: ceplacer@ucdavis.edu 

 
The University of California, in accordance with applicable Federal and State law and University 
policy, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, 
age, medical condition (cancer-related), ancestry, marital status, citizenship, sexual orientation, 

or status as a Vietnam-era veteran or special disabled veteran. Inquiries regarding the 
University’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action Director, 

University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 1111 Franklin, 6th Floor, Oakland, 
California 94607-5200. (510) 987-0096. United States Department of Agriculture, University of 

California, Placer & Nevada Counties cooperating. 

NEVADA COUNTY 
255 So Auburn  

Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(530) 273-4563 

E-Mail: cenevada@ucdavis.edu 

Placer County Hotline: (530) 889-7388. Visit us online at http://pcmg.ucanr.org 

 

 
 
 
 

ASK A MASTER GARDENER 

 

MULCHING TO CONSERVE WATER AND REDUCE WEEDS 
By Johanne Ryker, Placer County Master Gardener 

 
 

Q  I am trying various methods and ways to conserve water including installing drip lines. Do you have any 

suggestions that will help keep my plants happy (alive) and use less water? 
 

A  Applying layers of mulch around plants helps to conserve soil moisture and has a great side benefit of 

controlling weeds as well. Additionally, placing a couple of layers of newspaper around your plants and then adding 
several inches of mulch will further discourage weed growth and definitely help conserve moisture. Conserving 
water and making your plants happy is definitely a good thing! 
 
Also, the Master Gardeners publish a yearly calendar that is filled with information, advice, and resources for the 
home gardener. Our calendar (available at local nurseries) features water-wise gardening tips, articles, plants, and 
lots of resources for additional information. 
 
 
 


