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What is the Global Harmonization System? 
 

It is a standardized template for labeling of 
products moving in trade between states and 

other countries 
by the implementation of 

a system through which chemical hazards are 
identified and communicated  

to all (internationally)  
who could be potentially exposed. 
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(GHS) 



   In other words – International Standardization 

 
   It is an international standard MSDS/labeling 

system, adopted by Fed OSHA, for chemical  
products that move internationally so as to 
identify their chemical hazards and communicate 
it to all who could be exposed to them 
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FED OSHA is the Lead Agency 
 

        On their Website you can  

         find the GHS Document 

         (a.k.a. "Purple Book") 
 

Globally Harmonized System 
GHS 
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   What has changed? 
 

 
       
 

Material Safety Data Sheet MSDS      SDS Safety Data Sheet 

 

   3 Signal Words        2 Signal Words 
 

    Current Pictograms       New Pictograms 
  

             and 
Specified Precautionary and Hazardous statements 
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A Non –Pesticide GHS label 
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What about pesticide labels? 
 

 

Global Harmonization System 
 (GHS) 

Federally registered pesticide labels must 

comply with the Federal Insecticide, 

Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). 
 

Some pesticide registrants may decide, in 

the future, to revise some labels to include 

GHS elements. 
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These 9 pictograms will be on the SDS and labels. 
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Each pictograms conveys a universal message. 
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Each pictograms conveys a universal message. 
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Each pictograms conveys a universal message. 
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Per USEPA’s PR Notice 2012-1: 

Pesticide Registrants are in the process of 
developing revised pesticide SDS for GHS 

compliance between 2013-2015. 
(SDS’s for all hazardous chemicals in OSHA jurisdiction…and 
EPA-DPR registered pesticides) 

Global Harmonization System (GHS) 

The SDS of  pesticides are not exempt from OSHA 



…When pesticide suppliers replace MSDS with SDS, 
employers need to obtain the new SDS and 

maintain it for the pesticides they use.  
 

BECAUSE… 

SDS are part of the requirements for California’s 
pesticide hazard communication regulations 

6723(b)(3) and 6761(b)(2). 
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What should I do with a the new SDS?  …and why? 



 The employer must maintain and make 
available, upon request, to the employee, 

his representative, or his physician the 
MSDS/SDS for each pesticide listed on 

the employer’s use records. 

What does Handler (6723) and Fieldworker (6761) 
Communication state regarding the MSDS/SDS? 
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CCR 6724 Handler Training requires that 

pesticide handlers be informed of  the 

hazards of  acute and chronic effects as 

identified in an MSDS of  the pesticide. 

(Essentially a basic understanding of  the 

information on an MSDS/SDS. The new 

SDS must be used in the training).  

Note: MSDS/SDS training does not 

replace the required label training. 
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How are the MSDS/SDS used 
 in pesticide training? 



Yes. Some pesticide label 
have the signal word 
caution. The SDS, under the 
GHS, utilize only two signal 
words – “Danger” and 
Warning.”  
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Could the content of  the SDS differ from 

that of  a pesticide label? 



As required by 6678.Service 

Container Labeling, a service 

container must bear the name 

and address of  the responsible 

firm/person, name of  the 

pesticide, and Signal Word. 
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What about the signal word on service containers? 

Name/Address: Farmer John  

777 Rural Rd. Hometown, CA 

Product name: Roundup  

Signal Word: Caution 
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OSHA requires Employers 
to train employees on how 
to interpret & understand 
info in the new “GHS 
format” Safety Data Sheets 
by 12-1-2013. 
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OSHA Requirement 



Such as: 

Will the GHS affect pesticide 
product labels? 
 

Could the content of  an SDS differ 
from the label? 
 

Does the Ag Commissioner have 
any new enforcement 
responsibilities? 

Global Harmonization System 
 (GHS) 

Some FAQ addressed on DPR  

Enforcement Letter 13-22 (handout) 



Google Search:   “GHS Purple Book” 
 

www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/ghs.html 
 

USEPA Home Page, search term “GHS 

 

For more information 



The End 
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