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Overview 

• Marketing options for blackberries include direct 
sales and the wholesale market. 
 

• Direct sales can be profitable but require additional 
specialized circumstances. 
 

• Wholesale markets mean larger volumes but also 
have important restrictions. 
 

• Targeting profitable market windows is important  
for success with wholesale marketing. 



Mexican blackberries are transforming the 
blackberry market in the US 

 (and much of rest of the world also) 

 

• Appearance, flavor and productivity of Tupy.  
 

• Experience with blackberries in the 1990s after 
Central American problems.  
 

• Little or no chill requirement. 
 

• Knowledge and experience with exports to US, 
Canada and now EU. 
 



Newer varieties offer improved quality  

 

• Growers now have options 

 Improved brix (>10.0? , appearance, firmness)  

 

• Mexico still dominates >>  quality / costs 
  ship October to June 

 

• Growers need to understand their market window 
and production options 





Tools to target market windows 

• Know the market. 
 price patterns, competition, volumes X source etc. 
 

• Know your costs – especially UNIT costs. 
 

• Modify growing conditions as needed. 
 

• Manipulate plant characteristics. 
 

• Berry quality important – flavor and appearance 
- pack and post-harvest management also critical. 
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Blackberry varieties evaluated  

•  Mostly erect or semi-E Arkansas + Tupy 
 

•  Tupy not impressive. 
 

•  Other varieties lack vigor, or  
 

•  Vigorous but excessive 
 and /or thorny 
 

•  Lack quality 
        – flavor, brix, 



Ouchita 

Prime Jim 

Prime Ark45 



Source: Dr. John Clark, U. Ark 



Source: Dr. John Clark, U. Ark 



Source: M. Brown Ohio State Univ. OSUHYG-1431-08n. 
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Source: M. Brown Ohio State Univ. OSUHYG-1431-08n. 

Mow -down of primocanes in winter 



Promising blackberry varieties  

• Conventional erect types 

  Ouachita – vigorous, fruit quality, thornless 
 

• Santa Barbara / San Luis Obispo produces late 
May to August – again in October? 
 

•  Primocane varieties 
 more flexible – 
- based on mow-down 
 / tipping 
 

 
Ouachita 

Prime Ark45 



    Early season VS Late Season market ? 
 
     Fall wind? – Early winter rains? 
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