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About Senator J. William Fulbright 
 
• Prominent and gifted American statesman of the 20th century  
• 30 years US Congress  
• Proposed at end of WW II – educational exchanges in all fields of endeavor 

include 
 science, business, academe, public service, government, and the arts  

• Passed unanimously in 1946 – US > post-war leadership role in the world 
• Increase mutual understanding between Americans and people of other 

countries 
 now in 155 countries  

• Binational partnerships  - Administered by US Dept. of State 
• Funded by war reparations, foreign loan repayments, war surplus 



• Morocco's climat e and geographic posit ion creat e 

import ant  advant ages for producing out  of  season f ruit s 

and veget ables for EU market s. 

 

• Moroccan Plan Green init iat ed in 2008  

 - int ensify and diversify hort icult ure in Morocco 

 - improve income on small farms and in rural areas. 

 

• Moroccan climat ic and soil 

condit ions mimic t hose of  similar 

areas in California. 

Background 



Small fruit berry crops 



     

 

o Blueberry 

(Vaccinium corymbosum L.)  

 

 

o Blackberry  

(Rubus spp.) 

 

 

o Raspberry 

(Rubus ideaus L.) 

 



Develop small f ruit  research base in t he Moroccan Nat ional 

Agronomic Research Inst it ut e ( INRA)  

 

Two principal component s: 

 

• Small f ruit  hort icult ure t raining program for Moroccan 

researchers and agronomist s. 

 

• Plan and est ablish a small f ruit  f ield t rial research program. 

 

Fulbright  Scholar t eaching /  research program (2011 -2014)  



• Plan, organize, and conduct  t wo research conferences wit h 

Moroccan researchers. 

 - include on-sit e t rain via f ield visit s t o farms and  

   research project s 

 

• Ut ilize planning exercises, f ield visit s, sit e select ion and 

preparat ion, and est ablishment  of  research t rial sit es as  

in-service t raining opport unit ies. 

Small f ruit  hort icult ure t echnical t raining program 









• Ident ify key pot ent ial product ion areas for small f ruit s in 

Morocco 

 

• Review opport unit ies for research t rials at  each sit e 

 

• Meet  wit h st akeholder groups t o seek input , collaborat ion 

 

• Prepare specif ic research proposal for mult i-year research 

program wit h small f ruit s 

 - long-t erm perennial crops 

 - basis for funding under INRA and " Plan Green"   

 

Plan and est ablish a small f ruit  f ield t rial research program 



Ident ify key pot ent ial product ion areas for small f ruit s in 

Morocco 

- agroecological requirement s of  berry crops 

- market  alt ernat ives? local? /  export  ? 

 

Plan and est ablish a small f ruit  f ield t rial research program 



Ident ify key pot ent ial product ion areas for small f ruit s in 

Morocco 

 

Review opport unit ies for research t rials at  each sit e 

 

- local facilit ies, collaborat ors, et c.? 

 

- INRA administ rat ive organisat ion; funding, et c. 

 

Plan and est ablish a small f ruit  f ield t rial research program 



Ident ify key pot ent ial product ion areas for small f ruit s in 

Morocco 

 

Review opport unit ies for research t rials at  each sit e 

 

Meet  wit h st akeholder groups t o seek input , collaborat ion 

 - complex array of  st akeholders  

  varying desires, needs, goals,  

 

 - INRA has a research mandat e 

  developing informat ion based on research 

Plan and est ablish a small f ruit  f ield t rial research program 



Ident ify key pot ent ial product ion areas for small f ruit s in 

Morocco 

 

Review opport unit ies for research t rials at  each sit e 

 

Meet  wit h st akeholder groups t o seek input , collaborat ion 

 

Prepare specif ic research proposal for mult i-year research 

program wit h small f ruit s 

 

- proposal approved /  funded for 3  yrs beginning 2013 

Plan and est ablish a small f ruit  f ield t rial research program 





Ident ify key pot ent ial product ion areas for small f ruit s in 

Morocco 

 

Review opport unit ies for research t rials at  each sit e 

 

Meet  wit h st akeholder groups t o seek input , collaborat ion 

 

Prepare specif ic research proposal for mult i-year research 

program wit h small f ruit s 

  

Inst all f ield t rials t o init iat e research program 

 init ial t rials plant ed; addit ional plant s ordered,  

      est ablishment  of  f ield sit e cont inuing. 

 

 

Plan and est ablish a small f ruit  f ield t rial research program 





• Small f ruit  berry crop product ion and 

export  is an import ant  new  

agricult ural ent erprise in Morocco. 

 

• Est ablishment  of  new berry crop 

plant ings is expanding in Morocco wit h 

posit ive ef fect s on employment  and t he 

economies of  Moroccan rural communit ies.  

 

 

 

 

The Moroccan Nat ional Agronomic 

Research Inst it ut e is posit ioned t o provide 

research-based support  t o t he developing 

small f ruit  product ion indust ry. 

Fulbright  Program Out come 
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