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ÅTimed Mowing and Line Trimming

ÅFollow-Up Hand Pulling and Spot Spraying

ÅExpensive but effective on small scale

ÅReduces Herbicide use/avoids collateral damage

ÅMay benefit native grasses and forbs

Integrated Control Method



Barb Goat Grass
Aegilopstriuncialis

ÅColonizes serpentine soils, vernal pools, oak woodlands, refugia

ÅUp to 5 years seed viability

Åά9Ǿƛƭ ǘǿƛƴέ ǎŜŜŘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ нƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ

ÅNot palatable once the seed head emerges

ÅReadily tillers and reproduces after mechanical treatment

ÅRoads appear to be major vector

ÅThatch promotes BGG germination/suppresses competitors

ÅMatures late in the season after other annuals have senesced



Medusahead 
Elymuscaput-medusae

ÅThreaten native perennial communities and listed plant species

ÅUp to 2 years seed viability

ÅMost seeds germinate the following season

ÅProvides little wildlife value; not palatable to cattle after seedhead
emerges

ÅRoads and animals appear to be major vector

ÅThatch promotes MH germination/suppresses competitors

ÅMatures late in the season after other annuals have senesced



Vulnerabilities

ÅLate summer 
maturation

ÅRelatively short 
lived seed bank

ÅFire increases 
germination

ÅMH: most seeds 
germinate the 
following season



Medusahead vs. Barbed Goatgrass



The Plan

ÅLine Trim as close to 
mineral soil as possible or 
mow on lowest setting

ÅRe-treat regrowth
ÅSpot spray w/ glyphosate 

product

ÅHand Pull

ÅQuick Quantitative 
sampling before and after







ÅFresh Stamens
ÅOpen spikelets
ÅOld Stamens stuck 

to side
ÅWhat percentage 

of population in 
flower?

Timing is 
Critical







Round Valley Medusahead
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Line Trimmed

Resproutafter Spray Kill



BGG regrowth in litter


