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ñEdjyikashun is the process 

of repitishun.ò 

Hodge Black ïArkansaborn ag 

extension entomologist and 

Kern County UC Cooperative 

Extension director, 1960-1996

(Apologies to those who have heard most of this talk 

before, but there are some new goodies this time.)



More than ¼ million acres along the Westside of 

the San Joaquin Valley are affected by poor 

drainage, perched water and salinity.



More than ½ million more acres are free of 
ñperched waterò but have poor surface soils 
with excessive silt and sodicity, resulting in 
ñsealingò and poor structure not conducive to 
optimal root development.



Many new pistachio developments are being 
planted to old cotton ground that had significant 
problem areas under flood irrigation.  Well 
managed micro-irrigation systems can reduce or 
eliminate much of the drainage problem, but 
when salts become this bad some leaching and 
reclamation is essentail.



Pistachio acreage has more than doubled in last 10 years



Good ground for $10,000/ac 

canôt be found. 

This isnôt morning frost!



This doesnôt look too saltyé

or is it?



Just a little ñblack alkaliòé

No problem, right?



Are some 

spots just 

too hot?

Really?


