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Pistachio rootstocks







What is a rootstock?

The trunk or roots into which the scion material is inserted.

Juncture of rootstock and scion is called the graft union. 

graft union
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T- bud is most common 
method used to bud 
pistachio scion onto 
rootstock.

The shield is cut from 
the budstickand 
inserted into a T-cut on 
the rootstock.

Trees planted in 
Spring are budded 
in August

Illustration:  aggie-horticlulture.tamu.edu



Enhanced freeze tolerance
Disease or pest tolerance
Adapted for soil and water quality
Horticultural properties

Why use a rootstock?



Pistachio rootstocks generally 
planted in advance of budding



Walnuts are typically budded in the 
nursery and sold as budded trees



Budded pistachio trees available, 
but less common.
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Rootstocks and the California Pistachio Industry

Family Anacardiaceae(cashew family)
Genus Pistacia
16 Species

Commercial scion:  
Pistaciavera



14,000 acres planted in Kern County from 
1969-1975

P. atlanticaand P. terebinthusrootstock
No planting 1975-1980.

P. integerrimaǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ ǊƻƻǘǎǘƻŎƪҐ άƴŜǿ 
ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳέ

[ŀǘƛƴ ΨintegerrimaΩ Υ  ƛƴŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛōƭŜΣ ǎƻǳƴŘΣ ǳƴƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
vitality and force.

1980



P. integerrima-- germplasmrepositoryτWinters, CA
Photo:  John PreeseUSDA


