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What is a rootstock?
The trunk or roots into which the scion material is inserted

Juncture of rootstock and scion is called the graft union.
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T- bud I1Is most common
method used to bud
pistachio scion onto
rootstock.

The shield is cut from
the budstickand
Inserted into a fcut on
the rootstock.

Trees planted In
Spring are budded
In August
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Why use a rootstock




Pistachio rootstocks generally
planted in advance of budding
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- Budded pistachio trees available
— but less common.
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Rootstocks and the California Pistachio Industry

FamilyAnacardiaceaécashew family)
GenusPistacia
16 Species

Commercial scion:
Pistaciavera



14,000 acres planted in Kern County frc
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vitality and force

The pistachio nut, in the past regarded as am S
in several Mediterranean and Middle Eastern countries, is be-
coming a major crop in Kern County and its future here is
expected to be even brighter if losses due to Verticillium wilt (a
soilborne disease) can be reduced. A rootstock called Pistachia
integerrima may well solve the disease problem.

Kern County has approximately 14,000 acres of pistachio
trees, planted from 1969 to 1975, with no significant new
plantings recorded to date, Most of the plantings are now
coming into production. The first significant crop of 12 million
pounds was harvested last year. All the indications are that
another even better crop will be harvested during the 1980
season.
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A new hope and momentum is now developing for the
pistachio industry in Kern County and other counties in Cali-
fornia where the pistachio tree has a possibility to grow and
produce,

Several old and new growers are giving serious consideration
to new plantings on P. integerrima rootstock.

It is also a linguistic curiosity that the Latin word integerrima,
which is a superlative of the word integer, means incorruptible,
sound, unimpaired or having great vitality and force.

In any case, the word integerrima well describes the pistachio
species resistant to Verticillium wilt. 1980
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P.atlanticaand P.terebinthusrootstock
No planting 1975.980.
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P.integerrima-- germplasnrepositoryt Winters, CA
Photo: JohrPreesdJSDA



