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Late Summer

Fruit Tree Pruning

Dennis Miller                   
UCCE Master Gardener

Amador County, CA

This presentation is being recorded



Types of Pruning cuts

Heading cuts.

ü A terminal portion of the shoot or branch is 
removed and the basal portion remains attached 
to the tree. 

ü Avoid heading cuts in winter.  Make heading 
cuts in late spring, after the growth spurt, or in 
Aug. / Sept.

ü If you want or need growth then head cut in 
winter.



Exception

Shoots/buds growing horizontally, with the 
terminal end tipping lower than the limb, can be 
headed without forcing new growth.



Thinning cuts.

ü Entire shoot or branches are removed at the 
base.

ü With thinning cuts, eliminate the big and 
keep the weak.  

Thinning cuts produce fruit.



Relative effects of thinning vs. heading

Thinning Heading
Terminal bud removal----- 50% 100%           
Invigoration effect      ----- Small Large      
Spur formation next year- More Less

Å

Thinning Heading



Goals of the home orchard
are to have trees that are:

üStructurally strong.

üBear high quality fruit.

üOf a size, easy and safe to maintain.



Together, pruning and training
permit us to:

ü Control tree size.

ü Develop structural strength.

ü Distribute sunlight throughout the tree.

ü Renew flowering or fruit wood.

ü Correct problems.



Equipment Needed For Pruning

By pass shears (2 scissor like blades).

Keep all tools sharp

ü Loppers

ü Pruning Saw



18ô lopper, poll sawPower hedger

6ô lopper8ô pole chain saw



Tree size:

ü Standard--------25/30 ft.

ü Semi-dwarf-----15/20 ft.

ü Dwarf------------8/10 ft.



Optional pruning systems

Open center

.

Modified central leader



Central leader Espalier



When to prune

ü Early spring, prune stone fruits (peaches, 
nectarines, plums) after buds break.

ü Summer, is the most important time to thin 
head or remove vigorous upright shoots to 
control tree height and develop branches 



ü Late summer, (after fruit picking), control and 

shape new growth.

ü Winter (dormant).  Absence of leaves allows a 

clear view of the  tree framework.  Thin or head 

any branches that were not adequately pruned 

in the growing season.
. 

When to prune



Apricots should be pruned six 
weeks prior to the first rains, or 
early spring after the rain stops.  
The branch killing disease  ñeutypa 
die backò can be a major problem 
for apricots during wet conditions.

Exception:



Upright growth patterns

ü Cherry

ü Plum

ü Pear

ü Apple

ü Bend branches outward.
Stick ïboard - water bottle - rope



Bend branches outward

Rope Water bottle



Spreading growth patterns

ü Apricot

ü Nectarine

ü Peach

ü Almond

Force outward and upward.



Why summer prune?

ü Fruit needs light 
to ripen properly.

ü Puts energy into      
fruit production.



Pruning Cuts

ü Make a 45 degree angle cut across the branch

To prevent water from ponding on it.

ü Make thinning cuts beyond the

Branch collar.

ü Leave pruning cuts open (no emulsions).



Lambert cherry tree
Planted then head cut Feb. ó07



Lambert cherry tree 
Sept. '07



Pruning controls

üTree size

üTree shape

üTree structure



Pruning young trees

ü Makes a good 
foundation.

ü Stronger 
branches

ü Stronger root 
system. 


