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
California Code of Regulations 

Food and Ag Code - Division 7 Article 1

Food and Ag Code 12753
 “Pesticide” includes any of the following:

 (a) Any spray adjuvant.

 (b) Any substance, or mixture of substances 
which is intended to be used for defoliating 
plants, regulating plant growth, or for 
preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating 
any pest, as defined in Section 12754.5, which 
may infest or be detrimental to vegetation, man, 
animals, or households, or be present in any 
agricultural or nonagricultural environment 
whatsoever.

Food and Ag Code 12754.5
 “Pest” means any of the following that is, or is 

liable to become, dangerous or detrimental to the 
agricultural or nonagricultural environment of the 
state:

 (a) Any insect, predatory animal, rodent, 
nematode, or weed.

 (b) Any form of terrestrial, aquatic, or aerial plant 
or animal, virus, fungus, bacteria, or other 
microorganism (except viruses, fungi, bacteria, or 
other microorganisms on or in living man or other 
living animals).

 (c) Anything that the director, by regulation, 
declares to be a pest.




California Code of Regulations

Food and Ag Code – Division 7 Article 10

Food and Ag Code 12973

 The use of any pesticide shall not 
conflict with labeling registered 
pursuant to this chapter which is 
delivered with the pesticide or with 
any additional limitations applicable 
to the conditions of any permit 
issued by the director or 
commissioner.

Food and Ag Code 12971

 No recommendation shall be in 
conflict with the registered 
labeling for the product being 
recommended.



 When to Read your Pesticide Label
 Before you buy the pesticide

 Is it registered for your intended use?

 Are there conditions or restrictions that prohibit your intended use?

 Will it control the appropriate life stage of your target pest?

 Will your pesticide be suitable for the current weather conditions?

 What PPE will you need in order to apply?

 Before Mixing and Applying the Pesticide

 What are the safety precautions to prevent exposure?

 Insure proper mixing amounts and application methods.  

 Should an accident occur what are First Aid and Medical Treatment options?

 When Storing Pesticides

 How to properly store the pesticide so it doesn’t degrade?

 What are some special precautions to prevent Fire Hazards?

 Before disposing of unused pesticide and empty containers

 How to Properly empty container?




The 18 Sections to a Pesticide Label

1. Brand Name 

2. Chemical Name

3. Common Name

4. Formulation

5. Ingredients

6. Contents

7. Pesticide Registrant/ Manufacturer

8. Registration Number and 
Establishment Number

9. Signal Word

10. Precautionary Statements

11. First Aid Statement

12. Statement of Use Classification

13. Directions for Use

14. Agricultural Use Requirements

15. Use Sites 

16. Misuse Statement 

17. Storage and Disposal

18. Warranty





1. Brand Name

2. Chemical Name

3. Common Name

4. Formulation

5. Ingredients

8. Registration #

6. Contents

9. Signal Word

12. Statement of 
Use Classification

11. First Aid 
Statement

10. Precautionary 
Statement

7. Registrant

13. Directions for 
Use

16. Misuse 
Statement

17. Storage and 
Disposal

14. AG Use 
Requirements

18. Warranty

13. Directions for 
Use (Continued)

15. Use Sites



 Breaking Down Each Section of a 
Pesticide Label 

Brand, Chemical, and 
Common Names
 Brand Name –

 Name the Manufacturer gives 
Product

 Chemical Name -

 Chemical Structure of Active 
Ingredients in Pesticide

 Common Name –

 Is the generic name of the Chemical 
compound.  

**Common Names are required on labels 

Formulation, Ingredients, and 
Contents
 Formulation –

 The type of formula to mix Pesticide

EX: Emulsifiable Concentrate, Wettable 
Powder, Soluble Powder, Grain Bait 

 Ingredients –

 List of each active ingredient and 
inert ingredients by percentage

 Contents –

 Lists the net contents by weight or 
liquid volume contained in the 
package





Can you locate 
each of the topic 
we just discussed?

Brand Name

Common Name

Chemical Name

Formulation

Ingredients

Contents 

25lbs




Breaking Down Each Section of a 

Pesticide Label Continued 
Pesticide Registrant and 
Registration and 
Establishment Numbers
 Pesticide Registrant –

 Contains the name, address, and 
contact information for the Pesticide 
Registrant

 Registration and Establishment Numbers –

 Both the U.S. or CA EPA and DPR 
assign registration numbers products 
registered.  

 Establishment numbers identify the 
unique manufacturing or repackaging 
site.  Establishment numbers typically 
use a 2/3 letter code designating 
state or country that produced the 
material.

Signal Word, Precautionary 
Statements, and First Aid 
Statement
 Signal Word –

 Indicates the toxicity level 

EX: Caution, Warning, and Danger

 Precautionary Statement –

 Toxicity, irritation, and sensitization 
hazards

 Potential hazards to people, 
domestic animals, PPE, and 
environmental hazards

 First Aid Statement –

 Emergency first aid 
procedures/information 





Can you locate each 
topic we just discussed?

Pesticide Registrant

Registration Number 

Establishment Number

Signal Words

 Precautionary Statement 

First Aid Statement 



 Breaking Down Each Section of a 
Pesticide Label Continued 

Agricultural Use 
Requirements 
 Agricultural Use Requirements

 Special section only appears under 
Directions for Use on Ag Pesticides

1. References to Federal Worker 
Protection Standard

2. REI for Field Workers

3. Specific PPE Information for Early 
Entry Workers

4. Notifications to Workers: either oral 
notification or by posting 

**Pesticides must be used in accordance 
with the most restrictive requirements**   

Directions for Use and Use 
Sites
 Directions for Use –

 List all target pests, crops, plant 
species, animals, or other locations 
the pesticide can be use. 

 Special restrictions that must be 
observed 

 Plant back restrictions or feeding 
crop residues

 Use Sites –

 Crops, commodities or sites the 
pesticide is registered for pests, 
rates, dilution, pre-harvest intervals 
and/or grazing restrictions.  Each 
Crops REI.




Can you locate 
each topic just 
addressed?

 Directions for Use?



Can you locate 
each topic just 

addressed?

 Use Sites

 Within each Target 
Pest Section

 Ag Use 
Requirements

 Only for Ag Use

 Bait product not 
required to post 
Worker Protection 
Standard, No REI



 Breaking Down Each Section of a 
Pesticide Label Continued 

Statement of Use 
Classification, Misuse 
Statement 
 Statement of Use –

 U.S. EPA’s restricted pesticides 
contain a special statement 
printed on top of front page of 
label

 Misuse Statement –

 Reminder that “It is a violation 
of Federal law to use this 
product in a manner 
inconsistent with its labeling”

 Labeling is the Law

Storage, Disposal, and 
Warranty 
 Storage and Disposal

 Proper storage to reduce loss of 
effectiveness and likelihood of 
explosions and fires 

 Disposing of unused pesticide 
and empty pesticide containers 

 Warranty

 Warranty and disclaimer 
statement typically limiting 
liabilities of the manufacturer

**Warranty statement is not required




Can you locate 
each topic just 

addressed?

 Statement of Use

 Misuse Statement

 Storage and 
Disposal

 Warranty –

**None



 When can you deviate from the label?
 Decrease in Rate/Unit Treated

 Decreasing rate/unit treated could potentially cause pesticide resistance in target 
organisms

 Decrease in Concentration of the Mixture

 Be cautious of over dilution which can lead to runoff and a decrease in pesticide coverage

 Increase in Concentration ONLY if it Corresponds with Published Recommendations 
from University of California

 ONLY allowed if following current, published UC guidelines that are pest specific.  You 
may NOT apply more than the labeled rate for crop and/or pest.

 Applications at a Frequency Less than Specified 

 Monitor to confirm that there is adequate control of target pests with a decreased 
application frequency.  




When can you deviate from the label?

 Use to control a target pest not listed on the label with the commodity or site is listed

 Ensure the commodity or target site is listed on the label and label does not forbid use of 
pesticide against the pest on the commodity or site 

 Use of any method of application not prohibited, following other labeling directions

 If a pesticide label does not specify an application method, use of any practical method is 
allowed following any other labeling directions

 Tank-mixing with another pesticide or fertilizer

 UNLESS LABEL PROHIBITES, also check for restrictions on mixing classes of pesticides

 Check for incompatibility of pesticides prior to mixing

 Exceptions to or substitutions for Personal Protective Equipment requirements

 California regulations provide exceptions and substitution from labeled PPE.  For examples 
of CA exemptions contact your local CAC. 



 Emergency Exemptions (Section 18)
Special Local Needs Registrations [Section 24(c)]

Emergency Exemptions (Section 18)
 FIFRA Section 18 – allows use of unregistered 

pesticide for a limited time if U.S. EPA 
determines emergency conditions exist. 

 Four types of Section 18 Exemptions

• Specific •        Public Health

• Quarantine • Crisis 

 Emergency Exemptions are only good for a 
specified time.

 All users are required to possess and maintain a 
restricted materials permit with local CAC. 

 Section 18 is considered a Label, any 
applications made under Section 18 means a 
copy of the Section 18 must be with the 
applicator. 

Special Local Need Registrations 
(SLNs) [Section 24(c)]
 SLNs are only legal under the local area, region, 

or state specified on the 24(c) labeling.

 SLN give the state authority to issue a use 
restrictions not currently on federally registered 
pesticides.

 Allows states to expand the uses of registered 
pesticides within their jurisdiction

 Applying a pesticide under SLN that is from 
another state or region can lead to civil and 
criminal penalties. 

 The Section 24 (c) when used becomes a 
section/part of the label.  A copy of the Section 
24 (c) must be with the applicator. 





Questions?
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