
3 CCR §6724 Pesticide 
Handler Training

By Frankie Leon



“Handling a pesticide” means:

• Mixing, loading, transferring, applying (including
chemigation) or assisting with the application (including
flagging) of Pesticides.

• Maintaining, servicing, repairing, cleaning, or handling 
equipment that may contain pesticide residues.

• Working with opened (including emptied but not rinsed) 
containers of pesticides.

• Adjusting, repairing, or removing treatment site coverings.

• Incorporating (by mechanical or watered-in means) pesticides 
into the soil.



“Handling a pesticide”
definition continued:

• Entering a treated area during any application or before the
inhalation exposure level listed on pesticide product labeling
has been reached or greenhouse ventilation criteria have
been met.

• Performing the duties of a crop advisor, including field
checking or scouting, making observations of the well-being
of plants, or taking samples during an application or any
restricted entry interval or entry restricted period listed on
pesticide product labeling.

• Other handling activities specified by the label.



6724. Handler 
Training (a-f)

• The employer shall assure that 
employees who handle 
pesticides have been trained 
pursuant to the requirements of 
this section and that all other 
provisions of this section have 
been complied with for 
employees who handle 
pesticides.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(a) The training 



6724. Handler Training (a-f)

https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/whs/trainers/t2_manual.pdf



6724. 
Handler 
Training (a)

• The employer shall have a written training 
program. 

• The training program shall describe the materials 
and information that will be provided and used to 
train his or her employees

• Identify the person or firm that will provide the 
training. 

• The training program shall address each of the 
subjects specified in subsection (b) that is 
applicable to the specific pesticide handling 
situation. 

• The employer shall maintain a copy of the training 
program while in use and for two years after use, 
at a central location at the workplace.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(a) The materials (e.g., study guides, pamphlets, pesticide product labeling, Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflets, Safety Data Sheets, slides, video)




6724. Handler Training (a)

• Written Training Program

• Training material and description

• Firm or person providing training

• Keep training program for 2 years at a 
central location at the workplace

• What Pesticide labels used



6724. Handler Training (b)



6724. Handler Training (b)
California Pesticide Worker Safety Regulations: A Manual for Trainers of Fieldworkers and 

Pesticide Handlers 2021 



6724. Handler Training (b)

• (b) The training shall cover, for each pesticide or 
chemically similar group of pesticides, to be used:

• (1) Format and meaning of information, such as 
precautionary statements about human health hazards, 
contained in pesticide product labeling;

Causes Moderate Eye irritation, 
Required PPE, Long Sleeved shirt, long pants, shoes, socks
Do not apply directly to water



6724. Handler Training (b)

(2) Applicator's responsibility to protect 
persons, animals, and property while 
applying pesticides; and not to apply 
pesticides in a manner that results in contact 
with persons not involved in the application 
process;



6724. Handler Training 
(b)

(3) Need for, limitations, appropriate 
use, removal, and sanitation, of, any 
required personal protective 
equipment;



6724. Handler Training (b)

(4) Safety requirements and procedures, including 
engineering controls (such as closed mixing systems 
and enclosed cabs) for handling, transporting, 
storing, disposing of pesticides, and spill clean-up;



6724. Handler Training (b)

(5) Where and in what forms pesticides may be 
encountered, including treated surfaces, 
residues on clothing, personal protective 
equipment, application equipment, and drift



6724. Handler Training (b)

(6) Hazards of pesticides, including acute, chronic, and 
delayed effects, and sensitization effects, as identified 
in pesticide product labeling, Safety Data Sheets, or 
Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflets

• Acute- are immediate injuries from a single exposure
• Nausea, headache, red or watery eyes, difficult breathing, etc…

• Chronic- illnesses or injuries persist for long periods of time
• Cancer, fertility issues, blindness, skin disorders, etc…

• Sensitization- development of allergies to pesticide



6724. Handler 
Training (b)
(7) Routes by which pesticides 
can enter the body;

mouth (ingestion)

nose (Inhalation)
Skin (Dermal)
eyes (Ocular)



6724. Handler 
Training (b)
(8) Signs and symptoms of overexposure;

Nausea

Dizziness
Sweaty Skin
Headache

Pinpoint Pupils
Shortness of Breath



6724. Handler Training (b)

(9) Routine decontamination procedures when handling pesticides, 
including that employees should:

(A) Wash hands before eating, drinking, using the toilet, chewing gum, or 
using tobacco;

(B) Thoroughly wash or shower with soap and water;

(C) Change into clean clothes as soon as possible; and

(D) Wash work clothes separately from other laundry before wearing again



6724. Handler Training (b)

(10) How Safety Data Sheets provide 
hazard, emergency medical 
treatment, and other information 
about the pesticides with which 
employees may come in contact;



6724. Handler 
Training (b)
(11) The hazard communication program 
requirements of section 6723;
• Inform handler employees where Hazard 

Communication information is located

• Pesticide Safety Information Series
• Safety Data Sheet
• Pesticide use records

• Safety posters
• Restricted entry interval information 
• Application specific information display



6724. Handler 
Training (b)

(13) First aid and emergency decontamination procedures and 
emergency eye flushing techniques; and if pesticides are spilled or 
sprayed on the body to wash immediately with decontamination 
supplies and as soon as possible, wash or shower with soap and water 
and change into clean clothes;



6724. Handler 
Training (b)
(14) How and when to obtain 
emergency medical care;
• Emergency Medical Care 

posting



6724. Handler 
Training (b)
(15) Prevention, recognition, 
and first aid for heat-related 
illness in accordance with 
Title 8 of the California Code 
of Regulations, section 3395;
• Have Plan
• Training
• Water, Rest, Shade



6724. Handler 
Training (b)

(17) The requirement that handlers of 
pesticides used in the commercial or 
research production of an agricultural 
commodity must be at least 18 years of 
age;



6724. Handler Training (b)
(18) Environmental concerns such as drift, runoff, and 
wildlife hazards;
• Sensitive sites

• Homes
• Public Roads, Cars, school buses
• Schools

• Water Bodies, rivers, lakes
• Wildlife



6724. Handler 
Training (b)
(19) Field posting requirements 
and restricted entry intervals 
when pesticides are applied for 
the commercial or research 
production of an agricultural 
commodity;

• Warning Sign Posting in 
Enclosed Space 
Production Areas

• Warning Sign Posting 
Locations for Outdoor 
Production, 



6724. Handler Training (b)

(20) That employees should not take 
pesticides or pesticide containers home from 
work;

• Empty and rinsed containers can still 
contain pesticide residues

• Never pour pesticides from their original 
containers into food or beverage 
containers.  It is illegal and dangerous.



6724. Handler Training (b)

(21) Potential hazards to children and pregnant women from 
pesticide exposures, including that:

(A) Children and nonworking family members should keep away 
from treated areas;

(B) After performing handling activities or after working in a 
treated area, employees should remove boots or shoes before 
entering the home and remove work clothes; and

(C) Employees should wash or shower before physical contact with 
children or family members.



6724. Handler 
Training (b)



6724. Handler Training (b)
(23) The employee's rights, including the right:

(A) To personally receive information about 
pesticides to which he or she may be exposed;

(B) For his or her physician or an employee 
representative designated in writing to receive 
information about pesticides to which he or she 
may be exposed;

(C) To be protected against retaliatory action due to 
the exercise of any of his or her rights; and

(D) To report suspected use violations to the 
Department or county agricultural commissioner.



3 CCR §6724 (c)

• Training must be in a manner the employee can 
understand in according to the written training 
program,

• Rresponse to questions

• Training must be at a locations reasonably free 
from distraction

• The trainer(s) must be present throughout the 
presentation.



3 CCR §6724 (d)

• Training must be completed before 
employee allowed to handle pesticides

• Must cover any new pesticides before 
handled.

• Train annually

• Certified Applicator is considered trained



3 CCR §6724 (e)
Record Needs
• Initial/Annual Training Date
• Assigned Job Duties
• Trainings must be recorded and be verified 

by employee’s signature.
• Employee printed name
• Title and sources of training material used
• Employer’s and trainer’s name
• Trainer qualifications as specified in section f
• Employers must keep records for 2 years at 

central location at the workplace accessible 
to employees



3 CCR §6724 (f)
(f) Training for employees who will be handling pesticides for the commercial or research production of an 
agricultural plant commodity shall be qualified as one of the following:

(1) A California certified commercial applicator; QAL, QAC
(2) A California certified private applicator; PAC AKA Brown Card, 
(3) A person holding a valid County Biologist License in Pesticide Regulation or Investigation and Environmental 
Monitoring issued by the Department of Food and Agriculture;
(4) A University of California Extension Advisor;
(5) A person who has completed an "instructor training" program presented by one of the following:
(A) the University of California, Integrated Pest Management Program; or
(B) other instructor training program approved by the Director;
(6) A California licensed Agricultural Pest Control Adviser; PCA
(7) A California Registered Professional Forester; or
(8) Other trainer qualification approved by the Director.



Example 1: Employer not having
records of trainings that occurred
within the last two years.

Example 2: Training did not include
any new pesticides that were being
handled.

Violations of 3 CCR §6724



Any Questions?
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