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 January/February 2024                   Welcome to a New Year 

For info on the MG Program, click the 
QR below. 

If you have a question for the Helpline, call the 
Merced County Cooperative Extension at 209-
385-7403 and ask to leave a message for the 
Master Gardeners., or send us an email 
to  anrmgmerced@ucanr.edu. 

Good to know gardening basics: 
 
Merced/Atwater USDA Growing Zone 9a ( low temperature 
range 20-25°F) 
Average First Frost 11/11-20  Average Last Frost 3/11-20 

tel:0112093857403
tel:0112093857403
mailto:anrmgmerced@ucanr.edu
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Garden To-Do's: Januaryand February  2024 
  

By Pat Shay 

Hope everyone enjoyed the Holidays and are now ready to get back out in the garden. Thus far, 
no rain to speak of. Would be very nice to get some from now through March. 

This is the time of year to prepare for warmer months to follow. It is the time for maintenance, 
for pruning, for dividing, for taking stock of what is in the garden and what we might want to 
add or subtract, including those plants/trees/shrubs whose prime has passed. 

January and February  Since we can expect temps to be very similar for these two months, 
our first order of business is to assess how things went last year and what we may wish to 
change. Is it time for a new tree? Is it time for more perennials? Is it time to add a shrub that 
might help to block out an unpleasant view? It is also time to give our tools a good going over 
to be sure they are ready to take on the New Year’s gardening tasks. 

First let’s look at the bedrock of our garden, the soil. Do we have low spots that collect water? 
Have we planted low-water plants near those that take more water, thus making vibrant growth 
and good production hard for both of them? Get out in the yard. Look for plants that are not/
have not thrived where they are. It is usually a case of too much or too little water. Try to even 
out places that have dips that collect water. Look carefully at what has not done well and de-
cide whether to leave it where it is and move a neighbor or the reverse. Are there trees that are 
making too much shade for one plant or another? Do we want to keep the tree as is and move 
the plant or trim the tree to allow more light for the plant? 

With all the trees having lost their leaves, it is an ideal time to try producing leaf mold to add 
to your garden soil. Or, if you’ve disposed of this fall’s leaves, maybe now is the time to create 
a space to try making leaf mold for later in the year or next year. 

Check water systems for leaks or damaged sprinkler heads, etc., which can lead to dry spots – 
not necessarily a problem now, but definitely will be a problem later as warm temps return. Al-
so, with perennials/shrubs and trees pruned back, it is much easier to detect problems and fix 
them now. 

Check tools and sharpen/lubricate as necessary. Shovels, loppers, clippers, hoes all benefit 
from being sharpened. 

Prune roses while temps are in the 50’s. Get rid of all old and/or crooked/crossed branches. It 
may seem counter intuitive, but a pretty hard trim will result in much better production once 
blooming starts. 

Perennials can be divided now and you can share/trade with friends who want what you have 
and vice versa. If you’ve left salvia echinacea and other perennials to this point so that birds 
can benefit from seed, now is the time to collect as much seed as seems suitable and be ready 
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 Garden To-Do’s:   Continued 

to trade/move/augment. You can replant the seed a bit later in the year to increase the number of 
plants you have. You might want to add some in another area in your garden, whatever works 
for your circumstances. 

Have you decided that you would like another tree or a replacement for one that is no longer 
producing well or providing shade where you want it to/too much shade where it is a nuisance? 
Now is the time to plant bare-root fruit trees and accomplish two goals with one plant-
ing….fruit and shade. As our climate has warmed, it is a bit of challenge to determine what va-
rieties will do best. Apples, plums and cherries all need a certain period of time with temps in 
the 40’s. There are varieties that can do well here, but it will take a bit of research to find the 
best fit. Walking around your yard, you can ‘feel’ areas that stay cooler – a good location for a 
fruit tree if suitable for your garden plan.  To ward off leaf curl on stone fruit trees, it is time for 
the second and third (January and February) application of dormant spray. 

Indoor plants also need special care this time of year. Inside with the heater on, the soil dries 
out more quickly. They need no fertilizer since a growth phase is still in the future. 

If you had a living Christmas tree, it’s time to find the right place in the garden to be its perma-
nent home. If yours was a cut tree, early January is the longest it should safely be in the house 
without becoming a fire hazard. If there is a spot on the edge of your garden where it could pro-
vide cover for birds or beneficial insects, by all means cut it up and leave the branches/twigs, 
etc. to help those who help you later in the year. 

If foliage of gardenias and camellias has become yellowed, apply a dose of iron according to 
label instructions.  If you have a greenhouse or wish to use an indoor window sill, you can plant 
seeds for veggies and annuals starting in mid-to late February. 

  

California produces 97% of the nation’s fresh artichokes.  
Of that 97%, 75% is grown in Monterey County.  Howev-
er, the amount of acreage has been reduced, but yields are 
the same.  How is this possible, you might ask.    Farmers 
are moving from the perennial artichoke plant to an annu-
al or seeded variety.  This started when a lengthy cold 
snap killed much of the perennial crop.  Seeded varieties 
can be planted more densely, produce a more uniform 
crop, and can be harvested in weeks, unlike wilder peren-
nials which take months because the fruit matures at dif-
ferent rates.  If  you want to know how to grow seeded ar-
tichokes, there’s great information  online beginning with 
how to start the seeds.  Once the plants mature, remember 
to feed regularly and water often. 
 

Artichokes are Changing, Did You Know? 
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Bare Root Fruit Trees  

By Tom Dinwoodie 

There are great resources available at ucanr on bareroot fruit trees that explain the how, 
where, and when. Over many years of trial and error, listening to wiser old timers and read-
ing research-based articles, I have developed a few techniques not always found in current 
articles.  So here goes… 

Plant a bare root tree with the graft facing north to avoid direct sun beating on the graft. Of 
course, the graft should be slightly above soil level. 

Lean the new two-foot stick to the northwest, prevailing wind direction. It will straighten up 
in a few years. Oh yes, cut at knee height…tough to do after paying for a taller tree. Later in 
the tree’s life, it will be equally as tough to remove all fruit the first few years. Heavy fruit 
on small branches will shape those branches downward. 

Cut that young tree stem at a 45⁰ angle so water will roll off and not pool and cause rot. 

Shovels make very smooth edges as holes are dug. Rough up the edges so those new roots 
will have obstacles to go around and around. Some would even recommend a square hole! 

Water, water, and water even more depending of course on your soil type and drainage. The 
first-year trees planted at UC Merced were overwatered. They required summer pruning the 
first year the new growth was so vigorous. Water where the new roots are close to the trunk 
but provide water in a basin out a few feet. Conserve water. Use a drip system. 

We are all anxious to taste the fruits but as with all bare root and potted trees, be prepared to 
wait up to three years. Eventually you will taste the fruits of your labor! 

Do you mist your Poinsettias?  Well, if you want your Poinsettias to last longer, click on 
this link:  Poinsettias: How to Keep Poinsettias Blooming Longer.  Oldworldgarden-
farms.com/Poinsettias 
How you water your poinsettia plant is just as important as how often you do. One of the best 
ways to give poinsettias the moisture they need is to mist their leaves regularly. 
.  

Good to know gardening basics: 
 
Merced/Atwater USDA Growing Zone 9a ( low temperature 
range 20-25°F) 
Average First Frost 11/11-20  Average Last Frost 3/11-20 

Odworldgardenfarms.com/Poinsettias
Odworldgardenfarms.com/Poinsettias
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Most us consume turkey at either Thanksgiving or Christmas, but how much do you know 

about the noble bird who gives his /her all to look great on our holiday tables?   

Here’s a short quiz to test your gobble-gobble and strut your stuff(ing). 

1. How many feathers does a mature turkey have? 

2. How many weeks does it typically take for a tom turkey to reach maturity? 

3. How many pounds does a mature tom turkey weigh? 

4. What US state is ranked number 1 in turkey production? 

5. How many turkeys does the number 1 ranked state raise? 

6. How many turkeys are eaten around Thanksgiving in the US? 

7. How much feed is generally needed to raise a 38 pound turkey? 

Successful Farming, November 23. 12. 

Time To Talk Turkey! 
  

Seeding Time is Coming:  Don’t Throw it Away! 

Plastic cups, yogurt cups, jello cups, and 
oatmeal single serving containers.  Tom 
uses paper cups. 

Poke some holes in the 
bottom or on the sides. 

Answers to the Turkey Quiz 
1. 3500 
2. 18 weeks 
3. 38 pounds 
4. Minnesota 
5. More than 40 million 
6. 46 million 
7. 75-80 pounds 

Don’t break the bank to start seeds.  Just save some 
preliminary items (like using the container for that 
rotisserie chicken you just bought as a mini hot-
house) from things you usually eat or drink.  Wash 
them well and poke some holes in the bottom or on 
the sides.   


