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December 2023 Merced Master Gardeners Public NewsletterUpcoming Events 
· Sat, Dec 9th Avocado Workshop – CANCELLED
· Sat, Jan 6, 2024 – We welcome the incoming cohort for the 2024 Merced Master Gardener Training Program. Thank you to all those who applied last fall and have made the commitment to embark on this learning journey!
· Sat, Jan 13, 2024- Rose Care 101 Workshop & Hands-On Pruning Practice
· Topics covered:
· Types and Varieties of Roses
· Selecting and planting bare root roses
· Fertilizing, irrigation and site selection
· Managing pests and diseases in a changing climate
· Pruning demonstration and hands-on practice
· Workshop held at Our Lady of Mercy School (OLM) at 1400 27th Street, Merced.  Directions
· Note: Dress warmly, wear gloves, long sleeve jacket and eye protection and bring pruners and/or loppers if you have them
· Pre-register Online Here
· Sat, Feb 17, 2024 – Citrus Orchard Walk-About and Tasting
· Sat, April 20, 2024 – Container Gardening














Notes from UCANR Pests in the Urban Landscape Blog 
Peach leaf curl spray timing - Nov 14, 2023
Peach leaf curl is a fungal disease that only affects peach and nectarine trees. The fungus causes distorted, reddened leaves to appear on the tree in the spring. While many peach and nectarine trees don't begin to show obvious symptoms of peach leaf curl until the spring, the time to manage the disease is in late fall and winter.  Read more here:  https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=58312


Don’t move homegrown fruits & vegetables off your property this holiday season! - Nov 16, 2023
With the upcoming holidays, the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is urgently reminding Californians in fruit fly quarantine zones that they should not be moving homegrown produce off their property.
There are seven different fruit fly quarantines currently active in California … read more
Garden To-Do's: December 2023 
By Pat Shay 
Time to protect your garden for the cold weather to come. Move sensitive plants, if you haven’t already. Check any young trees that may need a bit of support to withstand stormy winds. If you have conifers or red berry producing plants you can prune as necessary for indoor seasonal decorating. 
Monitor winter vegetables and harvest as needed….perfect time for veggie soups/stews with the colder weather. 
You might want to add some winter flowering plants to your flower beds or large pots for color: calendula, cyclamen, pansy, primrose, stock etc. Placed along a walkway or on a porch they create a lovely impression and brighten your day, too! 
Prune back chrysanthemums that are finished flowering. Remaining nice blooms can be used indoors for decorating, too! White chrysanthemums with red berry boughs….nice and seasonal! 
No more fertilizer! Plants are resting up over winter. Consider leaving seed pods on plants that produce them. Many birds will have left on migration, but those that remain here year round will be grateful for ‘snacks’. Suet is a great source of energy. You can purchase suet feeders or purchase suet from a butcher, add seed and either hang in a string produce bag or stuff pinecones and hang out. Be sure feed source is out of reach of neighborhood cats! Sunflower seeds are great for this. You can use millet, too, but anything the birds drop is subject to germination as temps rise and you will find yourself with a thicket to weed come spring! 
A word about Christmas trees. If you plan to have a living Christmas tree, remember that two weeks indoors is really the longest it can tolerate comfortably. Watch out for bugs that have made their home in the tree/ pot. Water every few days while in the house and soak well when you return it outdoors. Unless the tree you select is a smallish Norfolk pine, plan to have it indoors only one year….two max….longer and the tree with pot become far too cumbersome to move in and back out….time to find the tree a permanent home in your garden.
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